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Welcome to Your Church
This magazine serves the parish in which our beautiful
church of St. Michael & All Angels is situated. Outlook
aims to give you a flavour of what it is to live in
Hughenden and to worship here.
There has been a place of worship and prayer on this
site since the 12th century and today the church is
open for anyone wishing to wander around or sit a
while in its peace. We are an open, welcoming and
inclusive church where there are many
opportunities for fellowship, social activities
and of course the possibility for
spiritual growth.
Outlook is published monthly
excluding August and January.
Articles or comments can be
submitted to mag@hughenden
parishchurch.org.uk. The
deadline is the 15th of the month.
If you would like the magazine
delivered then please contact
Andrew Cole - 01494 442191.

We hope you find something here
to interest, inform or enlighten you.
We wish you well and would love to
have the chance to get to know you.
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Dear Readers
In the Church, the season of Easter lasts
for 40 days, until Ascension Day which
this year is on Thursday 13th May, so it is
not too late for me to offer my Easter
wishes to you. Easter Sunday morning
was indeed a joy with two morning
services held at St Michael and All
Angels, both with live congregations. See
page 6 for photos and more information.
It helped of course that the weather was
bright and sunny, the flowers were
blooming and spring was showing itself
off at its best.

Spring cannot be
cancelled

narcissi in Hughenden Park. What a
powerful and positive encouragement to
us all!

‘Spring cannot be cancelled,’ was the
phrase used by the artist David Hockney
at the beginning of the pandemic last
March, 2020. It has been blatantly and
joyously stolen and used by a whole
variety of journalists, writers and galleries.
I doubt if the artist minds. It somehow
hits the spot don’t you think? For all the
trials and tribulations that the human race
has been and is still going through, nature
continues on its way. It seems to me so
perfectly right that Easter should be in
spring so that the message of new life,
resurrection and hope is reinforced. I
counted 14 ducklings squeaking and
muddling around a mallard duck on the
river Wye yesterday and the blackthorn
blossom is out as well as the (carefully
timed and planted) yellow daffodils and

I wish you happy meetings with friends and
family and a growing sense of normality,
Susan Brice
Editor
The editor for the June edition will be Sylvia Clark.

As the country mourns HRH
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh,
see page 7 for a personal
testimony.
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From the Vicarage
Amongst the many things
which I have missed in the
last year, being able to show
generous hospitality as a
Church to our local
community comes high on
my list.

Keith Johnson
Vicar

St Michael & All Angels,
Hughenden

The quality of welcome that a
club or society demonstrates
to visitors and newcomers is
really important, and Church
is no exception.
In previous years, coffee and
fellowship has always been at
the heart of our worship, and
so has sharing a meal together
during Alpha, or delicious hot
dogs and burgers, followed by
a swim in the summer heat,
or perhaps a meal together in
a local Indian or Turkish
restaurant.
The longer you spend getting
to know someone, the more
likely you are to make friends,
and this has always proved a
key ingredient in the success
of Alpha – which is a great
introduction to the Christian
faith and starts every night
with a delicious meal
together. We learn as much
about each other over
shepherds pie and apple
crumble, as we do when we

come to talk about issues
about God, Jesus and the
Christian faith.

One of the many reasons why
I love living in Hughenden
Valley is the local community.
People care. That was
demonstrated time and again
during lockdown, and that
continues to this day.

Now that restrictions are being
eased, we can meet others out‐
side for a cup of coffee or a pint,
and something tempting to eat,
in one of our wonderful local
cafes or pubs. Sales of BBQs and
patio furniture have gone
through the roof and we have
the opportunity as a society to
reconnect with one another.
In Acts 2:44 the Apostle Luke
writes:

All the believers were together
and had everything in com‐
mon. They sold property and
possessions to give to anyone
who had need. Every day they
continued to meet together in
the temple courts. They broke
bread in their homes and ate
together with glad and sincere
hearts, praising God and enjoy‐
ing the favour of all the
people.
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Save the date of our Annual Vestry Meeting
& Annual Parochial Church Meeting on
Sunday 11th July.

!

This idyllic time for the early Church, soon
What can you and I take from these words?
after the Day of Pentecost is an inspiring
Actions often speak louder than words. A
model for us all. It is fair to say that
generous heart brings down barriers and
culturally life is very different today in 21st
draws others in. A society where all are
century Bucks, but nevertheless, the
welcomed and no one is forgotten is one I
generosity and dedication of those early
want to be part of. That is also a deep
Christians must
desire for our Church.
have been
infectious, as
We are currently
A generous heart brings looking at the
new people
kept becoming
vision for our
down barriers and
Christians,
Church for the
draw others in
drawn by the
future, and we
message they spoke, and the
want that process
passion and conviction with which they
to be outward looking, welcoming to all,
lived out that faith.
and, I hope and pray, may Hughenden
Church always be a place where you
What a wonderful society when no one is
receive a warm welcome.
forgotten, or goes without. How
extraordinary it must have been at the time
God bless you.
to live in Jerusalem. But life was not without
challenges along the way, as the early
Christians were persecuted and many
became martyrs for their faith.
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EASTER MORNING
at St Michael & All Angels
Holy Week was marked by daily meditations online and prayer trails in
Church, with an interactive Good Friday walk from the Harrow, but
at last on Easter Day we were able to be back in (or outside) church.

At
9.00 am

A service of Holy Communion took place
with robed choir and organ, and a socially
distanced, pre-booked congregation
enjoying being able to partake of communal
worship, if not communal singing.
It was the first opportunity this year for
people to take Holy Communion in church.
Also the Paschal Candle was lit during the
service. In normal years this would happen
during the Easter Eve service.
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At
11.15 am
A larger congregation (though still limited in
numbers, and all pre-booked) was able to
gather in the churchyard to join in a
selection of worship songs played by the
band. Readings, intercessions and an address
from Keith rounded off the service.

The sun unexpectedly shone, voices were
raised in unison, and happy greetings rang
out across the church yard, as friends
reconnected after a long absence.
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Vision Group Update
You may recall that in the latter part of
last year the Vision Group asked for your
thoughts and comments on how you saw
the Church moving forward in the years
to come.

We have been hugely encouraged by your
response, so firstly thank you! From your
feedback we divided the comments into two
categories; what we termed ‘Vision’ and then
the more ‘practical steps’ which will come later.
We have made good progress in our
discussions and have now discerned that our
Vision will be built around three core values,
which can be summarised as follows:

1. Looking Up To Reach Out - everything
based on prayer and worship and the
joyous good news of the Gospel.
Supporting one another and showing
God’s love wherever we are.
2. Committed To Community - building
relationships with our community in a
spirit of love and welcome for all,
celebrating diversity and responding to
changing needs.
3. Using What We Have, Where We
Are - using our gifts for the glory of
God, delighting in our connections with
the wider community and in God’s
creation.
These core values have resulted in a
recommendation to the PCC that a couple
of amendments be made to our Mission

Statement; to include commitments to the
celebration of diversity and minimisation of
our impact on God’s creation.
We are now in the process of planning the
next stage which will be to consult with the
wider community; our Parish. It seems to us
that what may have been significant in 2018
may now have changed considerably but
unless we ask we won’t know! Any
encouragement you can give, to your
neighbours or those you know through
organisations within the Parish, to respond
and engage with us would be greatly
appreciated. We will let you know when we
launch our community engagement so
watch this space.

Discernment of God’s will takes time and
progress has clearly been affected by Covid19 (along with so much else) but as a group
we passionately believe we must come to a
place that honours God, but is achievable
and sustainable. All our prayers are crucial
so please do include this process in your
prayer time, for hearts to be open to
whatever God wants of us and in time the
energy and commitment to see it through.
At this point we really don’t know what the
Vision will be, but we have started the
journey. God is ahead of us and whatever
plans he has, he will reveal in his time: our
role is to discern, to be ready and to then
implement it with great love.
Anne Dean
on behalf of The Vision Group
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For Whom the Bell Tolls
As a proud Bronze, Silver and Gold Duke
of Edinburgh’s Award holder, it was a
huge privilege to be able to toll the old
12¼ cwt bell each day at noon, during
the national period of mourning for HRH
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.
Soon after the announcement from
Buckingham Palace at 12 noon on Friday 9th
April 2021, David Cornwall, Tower Captain
of St Michael & All Angels, Hughenden, and
I, went down to chime the bell 99 times …
once for each year of his life.
During the hour before the funeral at 3.00 pm
on Saturday 17th April a single bell was tolled
(half muffled). There’s something very moving
about hearing a bell sounding over the valley
with its sombre echo on the next stroke.

On a lighter note, I thought you may be
amused to hear about my early days as a
ringer. I started the Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award when I was 14 but none of my friends
were interested so I had to go it alone.
In the award handbook on the page
marked, “Campanology” there was just one

Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award

sentence, “Send off for the syllabus” and an
address. I LOVED anything outdoors and
fancied the idea of “Camping – ology” (The
study of camping … Yeah!) so sent off my
request. Imagine my surprise when I
discovered it was actually bellringing! My
Mum suggested I go down and find out
more … I loved it!

Many adventures later, I finally met the Duke
of Edinburgh at the Gold Award presentations
at St James’ Palace. He was sooo funny! The
Group Captain next to him didn’t know what
“Er, um … organisation … I was part of?” (I
was in uniform).
Prince Philip, cool as a cucumber, sidled up
and said, “Oh! How lovely to see a Naval
Nurse!” (with a sideways glance!) … “Are you
past the ‘sluice technician’ stage yet?” he said.
“Oh, Yes, sir” I quipped back … “I’m working
from the ‘bottom up’!” He laughed!
Revd Tracey Jones
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With every gift,
we help people
like Rose and stop
this climate crisis.

Our planet is changing, but some people
are feeling the effects of this more than
others. Weather extremes are now
more frequent and more intense due to
the climate crisis and one place that has
experienced this is Kenya.

In parts of Kenya in 2020, drought was fol‐
lowed by relentless rainfall and flooding, which
damaged crops that had struggled to grow.
Together, the climate chaos and coronavirus
are a double threat to lives and livelihoods.

helped me to accept my status and I believe
that, with the doctor’s advice, I will live a long
life.’ The medication Rose takes requires her
to eat a balanced diet, but because of the
long journeys to get water, she can’t farm the
vegetables she needs and she goes hungry.

One woman who is experiencing the worst
of the climate crisis is Rose. A grandmother,
Rose is an experienced village leader. She is
proud to be able to cover the costs of her
grandchildren’s education by working as a
casual labourer.

In this desperate climate chaos, Rose battles
to bring water home for her
grandchildren. Every morning, after nothing
to eat, she sets out on a long, dangerous
journey, walking six hours to collect water.

After her husband died in 2006, Rose began
to feel ill. She went to hospital and was dia‐
gnosed with HIV. She says: ‘My faith has

While she walks, her stomach gives her
stabbing pains. She feels weary under the hot
sun and the full jerry cans are heavy (40 litres
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of water weigh 40kg). Her aching legs walk
on, because if she gives up, her grandchildren
will suffer hunger and thirst. ‘We have to walk
long distances. We are suffering,’ she says.
Rose remembers her childhood when the rain
was reliable and there was plenty of food. She
wishes her grandchildren could have the same
lives; instead, she hopes that her sacrifices will
give them the chance of a better future. But
the climate crisis is driving her to the brink.
When she arrives home, exhausted, her
grandson Charles cooks her a meagre bowl of
porridge – but he knows she is still hungry.

But it shouldn’t have to reach this breaking
point. There is a nearby earth dam just minutes
away from Rose’s home. It should be a lifeline.
But it’s not wide or deep enough for every‐
one’s needs. It runs out of water too quickly.
Rose and her community need a bigger dam,
to help them capture the rainfall and create a
long-lasting source of water for their families.
Christian Aid has been working in Kenya
since 1997. One of our long-standing part‐
ners in Kenya is Anglican Development Ser‐
vices – Eastern (ADSE). Christian Aid and
ADSE are working together with communit‐
ies in Kitui county to help them to adapt to
drought as well as flooding, as climate chaos
robs people of control over their lives.

ADSE helps communities build earth and sand
dams, and rock catchments, so they can har‐
vest water near their homes. Dams are simple
and cost-effective natural storage solutions.
They catch the rain when it falls, increase the
amount of stored water available to com‐
munities, defend against intense rain and flood‐
ing, and free women and girls from making
long and dangerous journeys to collect water.

This Christian Aid Week, will
you stand with people like Rose?
Please donate this Christian Aid Week.
Your gift could help a community build
an earth dam, providing a regular and
reliable source of water in affected areas
of Kenya.
• £4.40 could teach 10 farmers how to
plant drought-tolerant crops that can
survive the drought.
• £10 could buy a pair of taps at
a water point which will be installed at
an earth dam, making it easier for
people to fetch water.
• £42 could buy 350kg of cement, which
is needed to build an earth dam.

• £545 could pay for a skilled labourer to
work on the construction of an earth or
sand dam.
You can also join us as we call on the
UK Prime Minister to lead the world
with ambitious climate action that will
also address inequality (caid.org.uk/
climate-justice-petition).
Donate at www.caweek.org
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Nature
Quest
If you want a lot of fossils, (the ancient
skeletons of prehistoric creatures), then
there are many thousands already dug up
or found on beaches and catalogued in
museums. But if you want millions, billions
or even trillions of fossils, you should go
to the white cliffs of Dover or to the
chalk under our feet in the Chilterns. Not
as big or as dramatic as tyrannosaurus or
diplodocus or velociraptor, but the chalk
is largely made up of the fossilised skelet‐
ons of plankton. All rather small, less
than a millimetre, and many less than a
hundredth of a millimetre, so you need a
microscope, or even better, a scanning
electron microscope. There you’ll see the
most intricate structures, millions of
different shapes and sizes, corresponding
to the millions of different species (see
the images below.)
Seawater has billions of tiny plankton. They
use sunlight to convert calcium and carbon
dioxide (which are both dissolved in the
water) into calcium carbonate to form their
skeletons. When they die, they slowly sink
to the seafloor in an ever-thickening layer: a

layer of chalk in the making. Eventually if we
take a core sample through the chalk, we
can find recent skeletons near the surface
and ancient ones in the layers underneath.
Careful examination shows how new
species evolved and how others became
extinct. The sheer quantity deposited per
year gives some measure of sea temperat‐
ure and carbon dioxide levels, and how they
have changed. Analysis of trace elements in
the skeletons indicates impurities and pollut‐
ants. A wonderful data record of hundreds
of millions of years, long before us humans.
It provides a measure of how the world (or
the ocean at least) functioned without us,
and how we have affected it more recently.

The name plankton means a drifter: a
creature which drifts at the mercy of ocean
currents, living off whatever nutrients
happen to pass by, and becoming a dinner
(well a tiny snack) for larger creatures and
without any ability to run away or hide.
These tiny creatures are so numerous that
they comprise 90% of the oceans’ biomass,
i.e. far more by weight than all the fish and
whales in all the oceans!

A piece of human hair (left) to the same
scale as the nannoplankton microfossils
(coccoliths and discoasteridae)
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The main groups of microfossils
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.

Their importance lies not just in the record
that their skeletons leave, but that they are
the bottom of the food chain for all the
larger sea creatures, and they very efficiently
lock away vast quantities of carbon dioxide,
whilst generating oxygen. Plankton are very
sensitive to temperature. One of the effects
of climate change is that sea temperatures
will change, and the quantity of plankton
may drop, and their removal of carbon
dioxide become less effective, leading to
even greater global warming.

Foraminifera (scale bar 200 microns)
Diatoms (20 μm)
Radiolaria (50 μm)
Silicoflagellates (20 μm)
Calcareous nannofossils (2 μm)
Pollen (20 μm)
Spores (40 μm)
Phytoliths (20 μm)
Dinoflagellates (20 μm)
Ostracods (200 μm)

gradually thickening with plankton skeletons,
and has then been squeezed up and folded
into the geological structures of the Chiltern
hills. The scale of such changes is difficult to
imagine, but such is Nature and its creation
and ongoing development. Something to
marvel at, and for me the One who has
caused all this to be and to happen, is to be
marvelled at.

Mike Hill

Most plankton are tiny, but larger creatures
like jellyfish just drift with the currents and
they are therefore plankton. The largest
such plankton is the mola mola or sunfish
which can be up to 3 tonnes.
We began this page mentioning large dino‐
saurs: their fossils have provided much
more excitement than plankton fossils, es‐
pecially for small children. Yet both large
and small have their places in the ecosys‐
tems of the world and in the continuity of
life on this planet. There would be no big
creatures if there were no little creatures
for their dinners! And when the big ones
die, there are plenty of smaller ones also
looking for their dinners!
At Hughenden we’re a long way from the
sea, but a long time ago the land on which
we’re standing was at the bottom of the sea

“Churches Count on Nature” takes
place on the 5th - 12th June. Our church
will be involved. The idea is to search
our churchyard for all kinds of creatures,
record and identify them, and upload the
data to the National Biodiversity
Register. The activity can involve old and
young, experts and amateurs, and
should be both fun and serious. Details
will be in next month’s Outlook, but
before then, if you’d like to help or have
suggestions or requests, do contact me.
Mike Hill
07586 354317
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Celebrations and Crises
in Lima
Later this year Peru will celebrate 200
years of being an independent nation,
though the celebrations will
undoubtedly be rather different from
those originally planned. The Brazilian
variant of Covid-19 is now sweeping
through the country, causing the
numbers of new cases and deaths to
soar to their highest levels so far. The
under-resourced health system is once
again struggling to cope, and the
queues of people waiting to buy oxygen
for sick relatives are growing longer.
However, the increasing threat from the
Covid-19 pandemic is not the only crisis the
country is facing. There is also a serious lack
of confidence in the government and the
political system following a series of
scandals revealing widespread abuse of
power.
National elections were held in April, and
more queues formed at polling stations,
since voting is compulsory in Peru, and
failure to vote results in a fine which most
citizens cannot afford to pay. This year, it
appears that about 15% of those who
turned up at the polling stations left their
voting papers blank as a protest against the
widespread corruption in public life, while a
significant number of the more well off
opted to pay the fine rather than go to the
polls and risk catching Covid. The majority
of Peruvians do not trust any of the 18

presidential candidates or the myriad
parties standing for Congress. The two
leading candidates for president, who gained
just 19% and 13% of the votes, will stand
again in the second round in June, when the
winner is likely to have a weak mandate and
to find him- or herself working with a
fragmented Congress.

Sometimes it seems that circumstances are
too overwhelming for ordinary individuals
to do anything about them. Rather than
giving up at that stage it may help to
remember “And what does the Lord
require of you? To act justly, to love mercy,
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and to walk humbly with your God.”
(Micah 6:8) So individual Christians and the
churches in Peru carry on doing what they
can. Churches continue to offer online
worship for those who can access it or
socially distanced services for those who
feel confident to attend. They also
continue to support the ever growing
number of people in need with meals and
food parcels.
Church Mission Society celebrated its 222nd
anniversary in April. Pat, a CMS mission
partner, set up the Shalom project in Lima a
few years ago, which provides an accessible,
welcoming church for disabled people and
therapies to help them. Although the
church leaders and therapists cannot
currently offer face to face help, the
community meets virtually to worship and
to advise and encourage one another.
Anna, another CMS mission partner, leads a
ministry to non-Peruvian women in prison
in Lima. Unable to visit prisons just now,

she keeps in touch with them by phone,
offering encouragement and Bible study
times, as well as helping them negotiate the
current situation when they are released.
The Christmas and Easter parcels she
organised for delivery to the prisoners were
very much appreciated! Paul, CMS mission
development manager for Latin America,
no longer travels to other countries, but
offers support online to CMS members
across the region. His wife Sarah, an
experienced primary school teacher,
encourages local families struggling to cope
with having their children at home for more
than a year now, posting creative ideas
online, as well as looking after their own
three girls.
Even against a challenging background,
families have of course celebrated Easter.
Our granddaughters found a fallen branch
which they took home and painted, then
hung home-made decorations on to make
an Easter tree, as well as inevitably enjoying
plenty of chocolate later. Schools are doing
their best to provide online lessons and our
granddaughters enjoyed making cakes at
home to celebrate their school’s 39th
birthday, though the cakes had been partly
eaten before it was time to join in the
online celebrations!
Please remember Peru, and other
developing countries, in your prayers as
they struggle with Covid-19 and other
crises, and give thanks for opportunities to
celebrate too, whatever the circumstances!
Charlotte Tester
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The anniversary of 10 years of war in
Syria was recently in the news.
However you could add 11 years in
Northern Nigeria, 8 years in Iraq, 7
years in India and many more years in
areas like the Middle East, North Africa
and Korea. These are some of the time
periods when our family across the
world have been suffering high to
extreme persecution. It rather puts into
perspective our restrictions and
difficulties of the past year, doesn't it?
Hopefully some of our experiences will
help us understand and empathise more
closely with our persecuted family.

We have experienced sadness and difficulty
on a relatively small scale for a year but for
many overseas, persecution has not only
continued for years but has increased again
this year. 1 in 8 of our Christian family
suffer very high or extreme persecution.
That's 340 million. There are no 'high'
persecution countries in the top 50
countries. They are all 'very high' or
'extreme'. These are the figures from the
World Watch list: www.opendoorsuk.org/
persecution/world-watch-list

Covid has made it worse, by reducing op‐
portunities for work as many live on a daily
wage. For believers in a hostile environment,
it has meant no escape from the close prox‐
imity of persecutors in the home or the op‐
portunity to get out to meet other believers.

For others it is made worse by technology.
In China, all travel and the entrance to
many places, even apartment blocks is now
recorded. All church services are recorded
by the government.
For others it is the threat of violence and
death. In Nigeria last year over 3500
Christians died for their faith plus many
others who were raped, abducted and
traumatised.
And for others it is the drive of
nationalism as in India and Turkey where
being a Christian is just not part of the
national psyche and thus needs to be
eliminated.

There are many examples across the world
but here are some recent ones.
A Christian woman in Egypt and her fouryear-old son were tragically murdered on
3rd April 2021) by an extremist Muslim
tuk-tuk driver known for his harassment of
Christians. Christian women are particular
targets in Egypt: www.opendoorsuk.org/
news/latest-news/mother-son-egypt
On Palm Sunday (28th March 2021), an
explosion happened as worshippers were
on their way home from a service in
Makassar, Indonesia: www.opendoorsuk.org/
news/latest-news/indonesia-churchbombing-visit
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So in closing is there anything we can learn
from our persecuted family to help us?
• They focus on Jesus - “Jesus is like
oxygen. Without oxygen you cannot
breathe. If Jesus were not in my life, I
wouldn't be here today.”
• They love his word, “To me reading the
Bible was like eating. It was a need. I
wanted to read more and more”, Islem,
North Africa
• They know there is only one answer.
Describing the hopelessness in Syria, Ilias
said “they just need Christ, Christ,
Christ”.
On Easter Sunday 2019, three bombs
exploded in three churches in different
parts of Sri Lanka. Hundreds of believers
were killed and many more injured. In 2021
Open doors is supporting the survivors:
www.opendoorsuk.org/news/latest-news/
easter-srilanka-bombings
But it is not all bad news. In Sudan there
has been an improvement in religious
liberty …
In fact, despite the difficulties, despite the
persecution, in the suffering, across many
parts of the world, the persecuted church is
growing. There is a very significant growth
among peoples in the Middle East, North
Africa, Central Asia and even in India and
China the church continues to grow.
In Syria despite hyper inflation, there are
now 40 churches running Centres for Hope
with all the impact that has on believer,
non-believer and seeker. Jesus is still
working through his Spirit.

• They know the power of prayer which is
why they seek out prayers:
www.opendoorsuk.org/resources/
prayer
• They look forward to a heavenly home
to an “inheritance that can never perish,
spoil or fade, kept in heaven for you” 1
Peter 1.3.
Hopefully soon I will be able to share more
detail with you as things return to normal.
Meanwhile do have a look at the Open
Doors website and order some the new
resources and maps: www.opendoorsuk.org/
resources/churches
John Barringer (Open Doors)
for the Mission Support Group
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Thoughts from a New
Churchwarden
I wonder if you like me have sometimes
walked down the isle of our beautiful
church and noticed that there are two
staves with strange ornate heads on
them at certain points at the edge of
two pews?
Have you ever asked what they are for or
what is their history? They are the Church
wardens’ symbol of office, their staves (or
wands), and were originally sharp pointed
sticks used to prod people and/or dogs and
were known as 'prodders' in the 1600s.
Today they have a much more ceremonial
use
These liturgical items reflect a time when a
sceptre or staff was carried to demonstrate a
person’s importance and reinforce standing.
But the staff also had practical purposes,
including the Wardens’ now “near-obsolete”
duty of keeping the peace and commanding
good behaviour and decorum in the church
and churchyard. Early duties of a Church
Warden involved putting a stop to rowdiness
and in some cases, fining and apprehending
churchgoers who were being boisterous,
riotous, or indecent. On the other extreme,
the Warden’s staff was also used to lightly tap
parishioners to wake them during services.

These are still used during processions at
Easter or Christmas, but otherwise the
staffs are rarely removed from their places
anymore.

Churchwardens are elected annually at our
APCM. Our term of office is one year, and
we may serve for up to six consecutive
terms of office, unless the Annual Meeting
passes a resolution to set aside this rule.
We are the Bishop’s “officers” and are
admitted to office each year by the
Archdeacon, on behalf of the Bishop and
the Vicar with our first responsibility being
to the Bishop. Then, with the parish priest,
we are generally responsible for the day-today functioning of the parish. It can be at
times a demanding role but one that
enables you to feel a real part of the
Church Community.
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In terms of responsibilities we are
required to:
• care for and support the vicar and be
people to whom he can turn to for
advice and support and to provide
feedback to him as required.
• care for the congregation and encourage
people in their Christian faith.
• help to resolve disputes or
disagreements amongst the congregation
or with the Clergy, or with the local
community.
• attend services regularly and to support
the welcomers.
• work with the PCC to ensure that the
church is managed properly with such
issues as finance, maintenance of the
buildings, care of the church contents,
and of the churchyard being correctly
handled.
• in conjunction with the PCC and the
Vicar, ensure that such issues as
Safeguarding and Health and safety are
being properly managed.
• during an interregnum, with the Area
Dean, be responsible for ensuring that
worship, pastoral care and mission
continues in the parish.
Overall, I suppose we are the support
managers for the Bishop and the Vicar and
probably are more active when there are
challenges of one sort or another in the
Church.

I am not trying here to write a full job
description for a churchwarden but simply
to highlight some of its key aspects. If you
want to read a full description then please
use the internet!
I do love the final paragraph in one
description I have read that is “That in the
event of a service being disrupted or a
disturbance in Church a churchwarden may if
necessary call the police, arrest a person or
escort them off the premises.” (I will get my
colleague Julia to deal with that!)
Fortunately, in our church we have so many
worthy and great volunteers doing a
multitude of tasks that helps so much in
our Churchwardens’ roles. Thus, I will finish
with a sincere thanks to so many who help
to run and maintain our church in so many
different ways and assist the Clergy, the
Churchwardens and the PCC.
Frank Hawkins
Churchwarden
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Our Church’s New Mission Link
Following approval by the PCC, we are pleased to introduce our
new mission link partners to you.

Who?

Where?

Kevin and Jennifer Cable are mission
partners with Church Mission Society
(CMS). Kevin has been an ordained priest of
the Church of England for nearly 12 years,
most recently in a parish in Bournemouth.
He was formerly a police officer. A
Messianic Jew (a Jew who has become a
Christian), he speaks Modern Hebrew
(though it does require improvement!). Jen
has been a nurse for over 30 years and has
spent much of her working life working in
practice nursing. She has been active in
church all her life, after coming to faith as a
teenager.

Kevin and Jennifer are heading to Jaffa to re‐
open St Peter’s Anglican church. It has been
closed, lying damaged and disused, since the
Arab–Israeli War of 1948 (which established
the modern state of Israel). They have been
invited by the Diocese of Jerusalem to reopen
and lead it. Both locals and the expatriate
community have been increasingly calling for
an Anglican presence and worshipping com‐
munity there. (Jaffa is a place of great biblical
significance. It is the historic Joppa: the place
from which Jonah attempted to sail to Tar‐
shish, the port where the cedars of Lebanon
arrived to build the temple in Jerusalem, and
the place Peter received his vision to go and
preach to the Gentiles.) Situated near the his‐
toric port, the church is ideally placed to be a
witness to Christ in the cosmopolitan com‐
munity that makes up modern Tel Aviv-Jaffa.

Why?

Kevin and Jennifer Cable

The Bishop of Jerusalem, Archbishop Suheil
(whose father served at St Peter’s until its clos‐
ure) and the Diocese of Jerusalem have been
working towards this and praying for many years
for the church to reopen. Kevin and Jennifer’s
part in this began when exploring sabbatical op‐
portunities while in Israel in 2019, but their call
to ministry in Israel developed over a long
period of time prior to this. They have sensed
God confirming that call every step of the way.
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we can each sign up to get regular
updates from the Cables so that we can
continue praying.

St Peter’s Church, Jaffa

To do what?
By re-opening the historic Anglican Church
in Jaffa, the intention is to strengthen the
presence of Christ in the Middle East, an
area of the world where the Christian com‐
munity has sadly declined in recent years.
Kevin and Jennifer see three clear priorities:
the expatriate community; the local com‐
munity; seafarers in the local ports of Jaffa
and Ashdod (the latter working with the
charity Mission to Seafarers).
When? Kevin and Jennifer’s (online) training
with CMS finished in March. At the time of
writing, they are waiting for visa approval
and hope to travel out in the second half of
April. We hope to join up with them during
our Sunday services sometime in May.

What can we do?
• Prayer Firstly, we can support them in
prayer: so, do pray that everything falls
into place and that they can travel. Then

• Finance Also, of course, they need
financial support. The Diocese of
Jerusalem is spending a large sum
refurbishing the church and providing
accommodation. At this stage it cannot
pay them as well (do visit the diocese
website to see the excellent mission
work, such as education and medical
work that the diocese is involved in
across a wide area of the Middle East).
So, CMS is seeking support to enable the
Cables’ ministry. As a church we are
committing to regularly support them
from the PCC’s annual allocation to
mission. However, individuals can also
support them with regular or one-off
donations. To do that, and to sign up for
updates, visit their CMS webpage:
churchmissionsociety.org/people-inmission/jennifer-and-kevin-cable or pick
up one of their leaflets from the display
in church to fill in and send to CMS.
• And Help? Then, at some stage in the
future, there may be opportunities for
groups from the church to travel out to
help in some way … we will how things
develop.
We will continue to update the church on
this exciting new mission link over the next
months and years. If you want further
information in the meantime, do speak to
Keith or to David Tester who would be
only too happy to help.
Mission Support Group
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Through the Eyes of the Children
I have heard from several people, that they
have missed seeing our children and young
people over the last year, so I thought I’d
give you a little insight in to some of what
has been going on in this season.
JC Club swiftly moved online, and has been
streaming via Facebook and YouTube each
Sunday morning. The videos have evolved and
adapted, as we have received feedback from
our young people (and as I learnt how to use
the editing software!). JC Club Online aims to
provide opportunity to learn more about Je‐
sus, space to come to Him in prayer and time
to praise and worship Him … and of course,
it wouldn’t be JC Club without games!

We’ve had some wonderful times of
fellowship on Zoom, a family service in
Church when restrictions allowed last year
and the opportunity to support our local
schools with video-based resources whilst
we’ve been unable to visit in person.

You may remember, that our amazing Youth
Task Group, some wonderful young people
and our awesome band (ably supported by
our brilliant techies!) led a really special
Christingle celebration (online!) back in
December. We prepared bags with everything
required for the service and invited those who
would like to join us online to come and col‐
lect one beforehand. It was a wonderful op‐
portunity to invite our community to join us
in exploring the message of Christmas.
A highlight for me was watching some of
our young people plan and lead a service (if

Youth-led service on 11th April
you haven’t seen it, I may be biased but I
think it is worth a watch – you can find it
on YouTube, it’s the service from Sunday
11th April 2021). I trust that many of you
were blessed through the creativity and
passion our young people brought.
The last year has looked different to any
that have gone before, but as always it has
been a joy working with the children and
young people of the parish. If ever there
was a time that hope was needed, is it not
now? And if ever there was a sure and
certain hope that doesn’t waver in the
storms of life, is it not in the life, death and
resurrection of Jesus? It truly has been a
privilege continuing to share the gospel and
seeking to equip and encourage young
people as they live out their Christian faith
in what has been a challenging season.
Our young people so value the times of
fellowship with the wider congregation and
so I think it is safe to say that they are
missing you all too, and are equally as
excited for the day when we can all gather
again, in-person, with no restrictions!
Bex Hawes
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Valuing Children’s Worship
One of the special things about St.
Michaels is how accessible it is to all
ages, including the variety of youth
activities. These activities, like all else,
have had to be transferred online in the
last year, but have still continued and
grown.
Starting with the youngest, the church has
produced a monthly Tiny Tots service for
pre-schoolers and their parents, including
songs, celebrating birthdays, stories, prayer
and craft. This has allowed kids as young as
2 & 3 years old to contribute and has been
very well received.

Zooming in the evening is tough.” Helen
explained, “It will be great to be able to
meet in person soon!” This age group has
also been encouraged to take part in the
online weekly services and ‘specials’ like the
Christingle, which has culminated in our
recent youth-led church service.

As many people had spoken about wanting
to see the children involved in services, Bex
decided to have a youth-led church service
on Sunday 11th April. Several of the parish’s
children, including me, gathered on Zoom
with Bex and Helen. We discussed the
hymns and bible stories we liked and the
theme of the
Bex produces
service came
It will be great to be
weekly JC Club
from there. We
material aimed
decided that the
able to meet in person
predominantly for
service would
soon!
primary aged
revolve largely
children. It’s a
around the
challenging task as there is a huge difference
parable of the lost sheep, and how God
between a youngster in year 1 and another
always finds those who are lost. From
in year 6, and, as it is live streamed, the
there, Bex came up with a plan for the
leaders can’t actually interact with the
different parts of the service and we divided
audience. Despite this, the youth services
up who would do what. My sister Cordelia
have been amazing. Bex has also
led the service, while Zoe and Chloe did
encouraged the children themselves to get
the main talk, Jack using his puppets to read
involved in those recordings with readings
the bible passage and I wrote and said the
and prayers.
prayers. We all recorded our parts
individually and sent them to Bex to edit
In the Autumn term last year Bex and
together and upload to YouTube. In the
Helen hosted a weekly ‘youth zoom’ to
end, the service was very successful and
cater primarily for those who had grown
many enjoyed seeing the young people’s
out of JC Club. “I think it’s fair to say that
involvement in the church.
many are feeling ‘Zoomed/screened out’
from school work and the thought of more
Orlando Thompson
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Bookends
I find that I am rather partial to a book
of essays. I think they have several
advantages. They can be quite random
in subject matter which is fun and if
one essay doesn’t resonate with you
then maybe the next one will. They also
of course tend to be quite short which
can be useful for late night reading.
Essayists, past and present, tend to be quite
opinionated and to have quite definite views
which they wish to share. Traditionally they
have been seen as non conformists, not in a
religious sense but suggesting that they do
not accept the general consensus. Suddenly
we are not too faraway from satirists. Thus
someone like Voltaire might be writing
under both titles and be happy to do so.
Sorry, I’m beginning to sound like an English
Lit. lecturer and indeed this takes me back
to my studies in the 1970s.
My first experience of essays was at college,
when we studied Charles Lamb’s Essays of
Elia. I remember having to prepare a critical
analysis of an essay called: ‘A dissertation
upon roast pig’ for a seminar. I found the
text really funny but was not quite sure if
this was the correct response, so the
session was a little tense. Fortunately the
lecturer agreed with me.
Later came the Metropolitan Writings of
the early 19th century essayist William
Hazlitt. He pontificates on ‘The want of
money’ and ‘The feeling of immortality in
youth.’ All the length of a good cup of
coffee and a piece of your favourite cake.

Many years further on, following a rather
random comment in the Radio Times, I
discovered Michel de Montaigne,
sometimes considered to be the first
essayist, and a French philosopher dating
from the late 1500s. What I love about him
is how modern he often sounds and how
many of his sound bites, his quotes,
resonate with us centuries on. For instance:
‘A good marriage would be between a
blind wife and a deaf husband.’ Well, we
know what he means!

‘The greatest thing in the world is to know
how to belong to oneself.’ Or, how about
this firmly derogatory comment on
celebrity: ‘even on the most exalted throne
in the world we are only sitting on our own
bottom.’ And dear Michel was centuries
before the Kardashians.

Everyone is familiar with George Orwell’s
1984 and Animal Farm but he also wrote a
fascinating collection of essays called
Shooting an Elephant. A few days ago with

Shooting an Elephant
George Orwell
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this article in my mind, I was pushing my
small grandson around Canonbury Square
in Islington while he had his late morning
nap. I then noticed a blue plaque showing
the house where Orwell lived in the 1940s.
Later, when I looked it up, I found that
Canonbury Square had a very literary and
artistic past: Evelyn Waugh, Duncan Grant
and Vanessa Bell amongst others had lived
there. Anyway, this sent me back to
Orwell’s essays and I found them rich and
satisfying once more. I particularly enjoyed
‘Why I write’ and ‘Bookshop Memories.’
Believe it or not, this rather academic
ramble is the introduction to the book I
want to recommend to you! It is brand
new and I actually went into Waterstones
to buy it; a joy in itself. The title is ‘In the
garden, essays on nature and growing.’ The
title explains the subject matter but the
writings are by a collection of different
writers, including novelists and poets,
gardeners, cooks and critics. Penelope
Lively (one of my favourite contemporary
writers) opens the book with a rather
Proustian account of her own gardens
throughout her long life. Other writers
take a totally different slant on the topic,
different but equally interesting. In the
section on collective gardens I found a
fascinating piece of writing on the gardens
in London squares, and, lo and behold
there was George Orwell again. (I love
connections.)
After the Second World War he was
complaining vigorously about the
replacement of the iron railings that had
previously enclosed these patches of green,
so that ‘the lawful denizens of the squares
can make use of their treasured keys again,
and the children of the poor kept out.’

In the Garden
Various Authors

Interesting to note that today all the
squares in Islington are open to the public
but there are very many in London that are
firmly locked, particularly in the Kensington
and Chelsea area.

So, there is my very short essay on essays. I
hope it has given you some food for
thought. This is an appealing book published
by Daunt Books with striking art work. We
are all aware of how important gardens,
nature and wildlife have become to people
during this last difficult year and this book
develops the subject.
Very readable, very accessible, very positive.
I’m sure you would enjoy it.
Susan Brice
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May Recipe
Rhubarb and Orange Cake
Coffee, cake or drinks in the garden are
well under way now and seem such a
treat at the moment. I have found my
stash of rhubarb recipes that I kept
from last year and here is a lovely
recipe just in time for friends in the
garden.

I made this cake yesterday and the verdict
was that it was delicious and very moreish.
It can also be used as a pudding served
warm with cream or custard as it is very
moist. Consequently it only really keeps for
a few days but might not last that long
anyway if you have visitors!
Julia Grant
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Ingredients

Method

350g / 12oz rhubarb, cut into 4cm lengths

Preheat oven to 190°C (170°C fan), gas
mark 5.

200g / 8oz caster sugar
Finely grated rind and juice of half a small
orange

140g / 5oz softened butter
2 eggs beaten
85g / 3oz self-raising flour
½ tsp baking powder
100g / 4oz ground almonds
For the topping
25g / 1oz butter, melted
25g / 1oz light muscovado sugar
Finely grated zest of half a small orange
50g / 2oz slivered almonds
Icing sugar for dusting
Two 8 inch cake tins at least 4cm deep, lined
with baking parchment

1. Mix the rhubarb with 50g/2oz of the
caster sugar and the orange zest. Set
aside for one hour stirring once or twice.
2. Prepare an 8 inch cake tin by lining the
base with non stick paper.
3. Cream the butter and remaining caster
sugar until soft. Add the eggs, flour,
baking powder and ground almonds to
the mixture. Beat gently but do not
over-mix.
4. Stir in the orange juice and spoon into
the tin. Drain the rhubarb and spoon
over the mixture.
5. Bake for 25 minutes.

6. Meanwhile make the topping by combin‐
ing the butter, sugar, zest and almonds.
7. Reduce the oven to180 C, gas 4, fan
oven 160 C. Sprinkle the topping over
the cake and return to the oven for 15–
20 minutes or until firm. Cool in the tin
and then transfer to a rack and dust
with icing sugar.

Oops!
In Julia’s excellent carrot cake recipe in last month’s Outlook, a few typographical errors
occurred. A few of the measurements in ounces gained an extra zero. We hope no-one
was misled and offer out humble apologies to readers and indeed to Julia.
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Holy Day in May
24th May : John & Charles Wesley, evangelists & hymn-writers
John and Charles Wesley were the
founders of Methodism. Two of 19 chil‐
dren born to Samuel and Susannah Wes‐
ley of Epworth Rectory in Lincolnshire in
1703 and 1707, their father was the local
rector, while their mother was a spir‐
itual inspiration to her many children.
Both John and Charles went to Christ
Church, Oxford (1720 and 1726). John was
ordained, and Charles and some friends
formed a ‘Holy Club’ while still at college. It
consisted of men who dedicated themselves
to Bible study, prayer, fasting and good works.
Such regular disciplines soon earned Charles
the nickname ‘Methodist’. The name stuck.

Both Charles and John felt called to the
mission field, and so in 1735 they sailed to
Georgia. Their time among Indians in
America was not a success – they struggled
for any real spiritual authority in their
ministries. Feeling failures, they returned to
England in some depression. John summed
it up: “I went to America to convert the
Indians; but, oh, who shall convert me?”
Then the Wesleys made friends with some
Moravians. They stressed that salvation
cannot be earned, but must be received by
grace through faith in Christ. Charles was
the first to experience this ‘true’
conversion, when on Pentecost Sunday, 21st
May 1738, he wrote that the Spirit of God
‘chased away the darkness of my unbelief.’

Only three days later, on 24th May 1738, it
was John’s turn. As he wrote in his journal:
“In the evening I went very unwillingly to a
society in Aldersgate Street, where one was
reading Luther’s preface to the Epistle to
the Romans. About a quarter before nine,
while he was describing the change which
God works in the heart through faith in
Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed.”
John and Charles Wesley then devoted the
rest of their lives to sharing the Good
News of Jesus Christ. In doing so, they
turned England upside-down. When the
established Church threw John out, he took
to the fields, preaching to coal miners and
commoners. His itinerant evangelism took
him 250,000 miles on horseback and to
preach over 40,000 sermons. His small
‘societies’ attracted some 120,000 followers
by the time of his death.
Charles became the most prolific and skilled
hymn-writer in English history, writing
hymns that are sung widely today, such as
‘Love Divine, All Loves Excelling.’ In all, he
wrote more than 6,000 hymns.
The legacy of the two brothers lives on. As
well as Methodism, their teaching has
widely impacted the holiness movement,
the Pentecostal movement, and the
charismatic movement.
From the Parish Pump
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From the
Potting Shed
Dear Friends, I hope you are all well
and enjoying your spring garden. I have
some wood anemones near my front
door which make me smile every time I
see them. They open their little faces
to the sun shine and brighten my day.
MacGregor, who, on account of the
state of his boots, never uses the front
door, finds that it is his growing carrots
that give him pleasure.
So, there are lots of jobs to be done. I hope
the weather is kind to you.
1. Sow courgettes and runner beans.
2. May is a good month to sow cornflowers
(one of my favourites) and they will
bloom this year.
3. MacGregor says I should make sure to
remind you about supports for pea
plants and beans.

liitle’un and all the ladies and the little girls
used to have new Easter hats. So pretty
they all looked. Doesn’t happen nowadays
does it? My little granddaughter Ruby gave
me a laugh though. She had made Easter
bonnets at school and she made one for
me with paper flowers all around the brim.
When she was here for tea on Easter
Saturday she obviously decided she didn’t
want her Gramps to feel left out, so she
found an old gardening hat of his in the
scullery and drew some jaunty rabbits
which she stuck onto the hat, one even had
a blue jacket on. Well, MacGregor managed
a grunt and a grin but really, rabbits! He has
enough of them in his vegetable garden. He
really didn’t want a rabbit hat. I did laugh! I
sometimes think MacGregor should be
called Grumps not Gramps!
Hope that you are enjoying sitting outside
with your friends and having a good natter.
Having a lovely flower bed to look at just
makes things even better don’t you think?

4. Repair bare patches of grass and reseed.
Take care my dears,
5. Clip evergreen hedges now.
Yours,
6. Erect netting over soft fruit bushes. Have
you tried growing loganberries? Delicious
with cream.
I wonder how your Easter celebrations
went? Our church looked really beautiful
but it made me remember when I was a

Cecily MacGregor
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May Lectionary
2nd : Fifth Sunday of Easter

16th : Seventh Sunday of Easter

Genesis 22: 1-18
Acts 8: 26-40
John 15: 1-8

Ezekiel 36: 24-28
Acts 1: 15-17 & 21-26
John 17: 6-19

Evensong: Psalm 96
Isaiah 60: 1-14
Revelation 3: 1-13

Evensong: Psalm 147
Isaiah 61
Luke 4: 14-21

9th : Sixth Sunday of Easter

23rd : Pentecost

Isaiah 55: 1-11
Acts 10: 44-48
John 15: 9-17
Psalm 98

Ezekiel 37: 1-14
Acts 2: 1-21
John 15: 26-27 & 16: 4b-15
Psalm 145

Evensong: Psalm 45
Song of Sol. 4:16 – 5:2 & 8: 6-7
Revelation 3: 14-end

Evensong: Psalm 139
Ezekiel 36: 22-28
Acts 2: 22-38
30th : Trinity Sunday
Isaiah 6: 1-8
Romans 8: 12-17
John 3: 1-17
Psalm 29
Informal Worship (No Evensong)

Who’s Who

Keith Johnson

Helen Peters

Tracey Jones (TJ)

Vicar

Associate Minister

Curate

Home: 01494 257569
Mobile: 07772 642393

Home: 01494 716772
Mobile: 07792 118357

Mobile: 07939 536879

keiththevicar@gmail.com

helen.peters@peters-research.com

Day off: Friday

Day off: Monday

Parish Office

rev.funkyfish@gmail.com

Administrator: Lynn Brooks
Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 07928 536543
9.30 am - 12.30 pm
office@hughendenparishchurch.org.uk

Licensed Lay Minister

David Tester

563354

Servers

Andrew Cole

442191

Churchwardens

Julia Grant

565746

Church Flowers

Sylvia Clark

562801

Frank Hawkins

565050

Church Library

Alison Gieler

562473

Parish Clark & Verger

Crèche Rota

Ali Skillen

Church Notices & Website Ben Brice

Arthur Johnson 521471
445899

Outreach and Social

Frank Hawkins

565050

PCC Secretary

Susan Brice

445899

Mothers’ Union Parish Link Ann McCarthy

712004

PCC Treasurer

Brian Morley

528633

Valley Friends

Heather Mayer

436044

07709 487101

Organist & Choirmaster Neil Brice

445899

Hughenden Village Hall

-

07815 163269

Worship Leader

Tony Sackville

446035

Naphill Village Hall

Norma Clarke

563116

Captain of Bellringers

David Cornwall 714718

Friendship Morning

Penny Austin

529596

Our Mission is

Triune Lord, wondrous community of infinite love, teach us to contemplate you
in the beauty of the universe, for all things speak of you.
Awaken our praise and thankfulness for every being that you have made.
Give us the grace to feel profoundly joined to everything that is. Amen.

To enable all to follow Jesus Christ
We shall live out this mission through
Prayer, Presence, Persuasion and Proclamation by:

Leading lives centred on Jesus Christ
That are steadfastly based on the Bible and prayer.
That are based on Jesus’ example.
By being ambassadors of Christ to our friends, families,
neighbours, and work and school colleagues.

Being seen and known
in the wider Community by
Understanding the communities in which we live
and seeking to be fully involved in those communities.

Building appropriate bridges between our church and our community.
Taking every opportunity to share the good news about Jesus Christ.

Offering and receiving spiritual
and practical support and development
That is appropriate to wherever people are on their spiritual journey.

That is based on worship that is honouring to God
and accessible and relevant to all.

That is led by prayer that engages with the will of God and his purposes.

