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Dear Readers
trying to do our best to do God’s work by
I have been reading a book set in the
putting love into action as Jesus did, then
18th century and these lines truly
resonated with
this is saintly. Very many people have been
me: ‘for the
leading saintly
ague is a terror
Saints are God’s people, lives during this
awful pandemic
of the body
doing things that need
and this indeed is
when the
doing, large or small,
God’s blessing to
blessing of God
us.
is withheld for a season.’
recognised or not.
Well, it can feel a little like
that can’t it, particularly on days when
I wish you and your families a safe and happy
we feel down and dispirited and life
Christmas and all that is good in 2021.
feels rather dark as it may do at this
Susan Brice
time? But of course the blessing of
Editor
God is not withheld because we are
here to do His work. God uses our
(With many thanks to David Tester.)
hands to do good, to love and care for
others.
The editor for the February magazine will
be Sylvia Clark.
And we will all know things that have
happened during this worrying year that
have shown humanity in action. Whether
The lovely cover of this magazine was
you are thinking of various community
groups or a particular person who just
designed by Zoe Sharp. She was the
checked in with vulnerable people living
winner of our competition. We thank
alone, this is God’s work.
all the entrants for their contributions.
I think back to the sermon given on All
Saints’ Day which I found enormously
helpful. I have often found discussing saints
rather tricky but David’s words made it all
clear to me. I love it when understanding
arrives, like flicking on a light switch. Saints
are God’s people, doing things that need
doing, large or small, recognised or not. We
can all be saints; we all have that potential. I
can stop thinking about some very strange
medieval lives and focus on now. If we are
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From the Vicarage

Keith Johnson
Vicar

St Michael & All Angels,
Hughenden

I wonder what Christmas
will look like for you in a
few weeks’ time. This year
has been like no other that
has gone before it, and as
the countdown until
Christmas continues at an
ever increasing speed, you
and I are uncertain whether
we will be permitted to
celebrate this special time
of year with those outside
of our own immediate
family and household, or
bubble, as we now
commonly refer to such a
group.
Mindful of the challenging
circumstances in which we
currently live, here at St
Michael & All Angels, your
local Church, we will be
marking this holy season with
special services and
celebrations, and I would like
to personally invite you to join
with us.
At my time of writing, we do
not currently know if we will
be able to invite our
community to join us in person
at Church, but nevertheless, we
will be raising our online
presence, with several services
broadcast through the internet,
via the Church website and our

YouTube channel, and hope
that you and your loved ones
will be able to share in some of
these moments with us, from
the comfort of your own
homes, with a minced pie in
one hand, and a glass of mulled
wine, or a cup of tea in the
other.

My hope and prayer is that
you will know the peace and
the joy of celebrating the birth
of Jesus Christ this Christmastide. As we retell this story
about a miraculous birth, of
how God came to earth, in
the form of a baby, and
through him, God’s plan to
save the world began.

Happy Christmas and God
bless you.

St Michael & All Angels
Online Christmas Services
Sunday 13th December
3.00 pm - Christingle Service
Sunday 20th December
6.00 pm - Carol Service
Christmas Eve
3.00 pm - Crib Service
11.15 pm - Midnight Holy Communion
Christmas Day
9.00 am - Holy Communion
You can join our services via our website
or YouTube channel (youtube.com/
hughendenchurch). For the latest info, be
sure to check our website:
hughendenparishchurch.org.uk

St Michael & All Angels Help Team
Call or Text our Coordinator on 07958 134868
As a response to the present situation, we have restarted our team to support
anyone in our community who may need some friendly assistance.
Should you need help with shopping or collection of medicines do let us know. If you
would just like someone to talk with on the phone, discuss a worry or to pray with
you, we have people who would love to help.

If you have problems where you need some advice or have struggled to get help
elsewhere we will try and signpost you to the right assistance.
We will be very happy to do this and look forward to hearing from you.
Please pass this information on to any local contacts.
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Nature
Quest
Tall tales of tails
A recent picture in the Bucks Free
Press showed a beautiful soaring kite,
but it had no tail. Now everyone knows
that the kite’s characteristic forked tail
allows effortless aerobatics, steering to
left or right and up or down at a whim.
Unfortunately the picture doesn’t show
the aerobatics, nor even how effortless
it was. However it does show that the
kite got off the ground and at least for
the moment wasn’t going to crash land.
Of course the cynics will suggest that it
had just had a nasty encounter with a
crow who pecked off the tail, and the
kite was on its way inexorably down to
its doom. Or maybe an ordinary photo
had had a little Photoshop editing?
Be that as it may, the photo provided the
“experts baffled” tag for this news item. But
what about you? Do you believe such
“evidence”? Can a kite really fly with no tail?
Tails of birds or animals or even of tiny
insects presumably have some purpose: be
it birds for flight, fish for swimming, dogs
for wagging, peacocks for showing off,
monkeys as an extra limb, and snakes for
just about everything. At one time it was
fashionable for dogs to have their tails
docked: they still wagged their stump and
didn’t seem any the worse for it. My fatherin-law docked all his lambs’ tails to prevent
infection from dragging on the ground: he

still got a good price for his sheep, and his
dog got to gnaw the bits cut off! Apes (and
humans) don’t have tails, but the bottom of
the spine shows the bones which in past
millennia would have grown the tail. Newts
and lizards can regrow their tail if they are
unfortunate enough to lose the original. If a
mouse escapes the mousetrap by losing its
tail, it has to manage without.
One of my favourite books (and films) is the
tale of the Snail on the tail of a whale.
Partly because of the rhyme and rhythm,
partly for its beautiful illustrations, partly for
a lovely tale of friendship between unlikely
partners, and importantly introduces small
children to the wonderful creatures of the
sea and the hazards of pollution.
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The bible is a bit short on tales of tails, but
includes the story of strongman Samson,
who went out and caught 300 “foxes”
(probably jackals), tied them in pairs, tail to
tail, with a firebrand between them, and let
them loose in the enemy’s cornfields,
burning all the enemy’s harvest (Judges
15:4). It doesn’t say whether the foxes
survived, nor does it say how on earth he
managed to catch them in the first place!

Many years before that, the Lord told Moses
to throw his staff on the ground and it
became a snake; then to grasp the snake by

its tail, and miraculously the snake became
a staff. He later repeated this to convince
the people that he was God’s chosen leader.
Exodus 4:1
Extraordinary stories get passed down from
generation to generation, whether bible
stories or from elsewhere, but the real-life
tales of tails and all other wonders of
creation, are worth passing on and marvelling.

Mike Hill

Assassin Fly
Nothing to do with tails, but a true tale from
Sylvia, which I forgot to include in NQ last month:
We were sitting in our summerhouse on a
warm day when suddenly a strange insect
landed on the coffee table. On close
inspection we saw that it had a fly, probably
a bluebottle, clasped in its front legs and
seemingly dead. I googled ‘Insects that eat
flies’ and there it was! The Assassin Fly, or
to give it its other name, the Robber Fly.
The information on the species said they
were stealthy, aggressive, lethal predators
that hunt and feed on other insects. Once
an Assassin Fly spots its prey (which could
be a fly, a bee, a wasp, in fact anything it
could handle) it follows and attacks it in
flight by grabbing the insect with its legs,
biting it on its back or side and injecting it
with venomous saliva, killing it instantly.

sucks up through its mouthparts. Not so
much as a dollop of tomato ketchup to help
it along! Once it’s finished, the empty
carcass is left behind and the Assassin starts
looking again for more prey.
Do you wonder where science fiction
writers get their ideas from?
Sylvia Clark

Squeamish readers look away now! The
saliva not only kills the insect, it liquefies its
insides too which the Assassin Fly then

And particular congratulations on getting the
wonderful action photo!
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Christmas in Peru
Christmas in Peru will be different from
usual this year, as it will for so many of
us around the world. Shops are open
again, but tight restrictions remain in
place for both children and over 65s,
and many Peruvians are still cautious
about venturing out, even though the
number of Covid-19 cases has fallen in
recent weeks. After Peru’s health
services were overwhelmed and their
death rate became one of the highest in
the world, they say they do not want to
be like Europe and experience a second
wave of infections. To add to the
unusual situation, the sudden ousting
and replacement of the country’s
president has led to considerable
unrest across the country and huge
demonstrations in Lima.

However, whatever the circumstances, the
Christmas message of hope and joy will still
be celebrated.
Most Peruvians are Roman Catholic and
would normally attend Mass late on
Christmas Eve, before eating their
celebration meal at midnight. Either turkey
or suckling pig is the usual choice for those
who can afford it, followed by hot
chocolate and panettone. Churches of all
denominations hold chocolatadas to provide
not just hot chocolate, but also food and
gifts for people who could not otherwise
afford them.
Decorations play an important part in the
Christmas celebrations. Most families have a
set of wooden or ceramic figures for a
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ceramic decoration we have features baby
Jesus wearing a chullo, a hat with ear flaps,
knitted from alpaca wool, which would
certainly help keep him warm on a cold
night in the Andes!
Our granddaughters in Lima will be putting
up decorations at home with their usual
excitement, but having only online school
parties to mark the end of term. Then the
whole family will be celebrating Christmas
with online calls to family and friends, and
online church services. Peru does not have
a tradition of Christmas carols, but Noche
de Paz (Silent Night) is popular there, as it is
around the world. The words are a
reminder that while this may seem to be a
Christmas like no other, the true message
of Christmas remains the same.
Charlotte Tester

nativity scene which they display in their
home. It is traditional to add a new figure
each year, so some households have a very
extensive collection of animals surrounding
baby Jesus.
We have a variety of Christmas decorations
from Peru, including ceramic nativity scenes,
stars made from typical brightly coloured
textiles, and arpillera Christmas stockings.
Arpilleras, originally from Chile, are threedimensional textile pictures, a mixture of
collage and quilting, hand sewn from scraps
of fabric. An Anglican church in one of
Lima’s shanty towns has for many years
supported a ladies’ arpillera sewing group
and found outlets for their work in the UK
and USA. Many Christmas decorations
include a special Peruvian touch, such as
cacti or llamas in nativity scenes. One lovely
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Heidi Chalk
A lovely lady
We were saddened to learn of Heidi’s
death in October, the day after her 92nd
birthday. She had enjoyed her day with
visits from friends and family and with
much love and happiness around her.
Heidi and her late husband Revd
Norman Chalk, retired to Hazlemere in
1991, together with their faithful dog,
Tessa and were welcomed to
Hughenden Church by the then Vicar,
John Eastgate who, together with his
wife Jane, remained good friends.
Norman and Heidi became familiar
worshippers at St Michael & All Angels
and made many friends there. After
Norman’s death Heidi moved from
their bungalow with its beautiful garden
to an apartment in Jackson Court,
Hazlemere. She continued to keep in
touch with her Hughenden friends but
worshipped at St Margaret’s Church in
Tylers Green which she could reach on
foot.
Over the past few years Heidi wrote an
account of her life ‘to alleviate the burden
for whoever is lumbered to make a speech
or better called an address!’ I hope I have
done her justice in the following notes.
Heidi was born in Menziken, Switzerland
and writes that she had a wonderful
childhood. She was the youngest of three
children who all loved the mountains and
nature around them. As each valley had its

own dialect, German was taught in primary
school, followed by French at secondary
school. It was compulsory to also learn a
third language, most pupils choosing English,
but Heidi was very bad at it and hated it so
she chose instead to learn Italian. She later
chose an apprenticeship as a medical
laboratory technician at the University
Hospital in Zurich and Aurau where she
had to deal with a lot of English speaking
patients and where the laboratory jargon
was in English at which she struggled. In
between her studies she did ‘some patriotic
duties’ as an ambulance driver in the Swiss
Army. In 1953 she spent 6 months leave in
England, three months as an au pair at a
Vicarage with four young children and three

9
months in the laboratory of St Georges
Hospital, London. She loved England and
eventually returned, doing a course at
Cambridge for foreign students whilst
working in a nursing home. The Matron
encouraged her to train as an SRN in
London, which she followed with midwifery
in Edinburgh. Heidi’s career continued,
moving back into haematology for the next
four years.
One day she heard that Dr Cicely Saunders,
was to talk about the St Christopher’s
Hospice which she had started for patients
with cancer and motor neurone disease, so
invited her for a meal, even though she
couldn’t cook! This gave Heidi a great
interest in this area of nursing. She moved
back to London and worked at St
Christopher’s, known as ‘the hostel of
God’, and St Luke’s Hospital where she was
involved in palliative nursing, a vocation she
treasured. After some time she moved to
the District Hospital in Northwood Hills
where she says ‘my freedom as a happy-golucky spinster ended’ when she met the
Chaplain who was also the Curate at her
church. He was a widower with three
daughters and proposed marriage to her,
despite her warning that she couldn’t cook
and wouldn’t make a good vicar’s wife, etc!
Norman and Heidi married in 1975 with
Norman’s two parishes making sure they
had an unforgettable Big Day. The next year
Norman became the incumbent of St
Laurence Church in Cowley, Middlesex and
they moved into the large rectory, where
they spent the next 15 very happy years.
Heidi writes, ‘We were blessed with a
wonderful married life together, working
and at leisure, and numerous great holidays
enriched by a most loving and caring family.

I was so very fortunate to inherit three
ready-made lovely and beautiful daughters,
Susan, Helen and Frances and equally great
sons-in-law (not bad looking either!) always
ready with a helping hand. They gave us six
gorgeous grandchildren to be proud of and
eventually eleven lovely great grandchildren’.
In Switzerland Heidi had attended the
English Church in Zurich, one of the few
Church of England churches in her area and
in 1957 was confirmed in Zurich, ‘one of
the best decisions I made … it has
dominated my life and I hope it will be
approved of’. Heidi said that she was
grateful for all her years of good health and
for her two families, one in Switzerland and
one here, both of whom have been so good
to her.
The last sentence of Heidi’s account reads:
‘I trust I will still be ‘connected’ to the ones
I love and have to leave behind.’
Heidi was a great supporter of the Mothers’
Union and was invited for tea with them in
Church House to celebrate her 90th
birthday. She told me that she enjoyed
reading Outlook and read it ‘from cover to
cover’. I will not be alone in remembering
Heidi’s friendliness, her kind and encouraging
words and her warm smile. She was indeed
a lovely lady.

Sylvia Clark
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Church Mission Society (CMS)
Who are they and what do they do?
CMS will be our church mission focus
from January to March. Having been
actively involved in the Santanas’
former work in Brazil, we thought it
time to take a broader look at the
organisation.

CMS is a community of people who
have been set free to follow God’s call
in mission. Thousands of people from
all walks of life are part of CMS –
praying, learning and acting together in
pursuit of that call.

CMS believe that every Christian is called
to join in God’s mission and has the
potential to bring challenge, change, hope
and freedom to the world. For some
people, this will mean going overseas, for
others it will simply mean crossing the
road.
CMS’s story began more than 200 years
ago with a group of Christians, including
William Wilberforce, John Venn and John
Newtown, whose hearts were stirred to
put their call into action. Together they
worked to abolish the slave trade, they
fought for the rights of oppressed people at
home, and they launched out on dangerous
seas to share Jesus with the world.
Since then, CMS have partnered with men
and women from all walks of life who felt

God lead them to cross geographical and
cultural boundaries to put their call into
action. God has worked through them to
bring about transformation in individual
lives, communities, and creation. It’s not
because these people were heroes. As
many will tell you, they were ordinary
people playing a part in the extraordinary
story of God’s mission.
Today, people continue to be one of
Church Mission Society’s greatest strengths
- working in 40 countries across Africa,
Asia, South America, the Middle East,
Europe, and the UK. Some have been sent
from Britain and Europe, some have been
sent by their local church in partnership
with CMS, some through sister societies
CMS-Africa and Asia CMS. All are
committed to working alongside local
people, listening, learning, building
relationships and becoming a genuine part
of the communities where they are living.

Jennifer and Kevin
Jennifer and Kevin Cable are two of CMS’s
newer people. Formerly a police officer,
Kevin has been an ordained priest in the
Church of England for 11 years. Jen has
been a nurse for more than 30 years, but in
2021, following mission training with CMS,
they will head to Jaffa, in Israel, to re-open
the local Anglican church.
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Jennifer and Kevin Cable

Nevedita
A world away from the UK, Israel, or
leading a church, CMS local partner
Nevedita manages the child protection unit
of LEADS, a community development
organisation in Sri Lanka. She is responsible
for a programme of advocacy, intervention
and rehabilitation for children who have
been traumatised through experiences of
abuse and exploitation.
Nevedita describes her calling to LEADS:

St Peter’s Church there has been closed
since the Arab–Israeli War of 1948,
damaged and disused. Jennifer and Kevin
have been invited by the Diocese of
Jerusalem to reopen and lead it. Both locals
and the expatriate community have been
calling for an Anglican presence, a
worshipping community in the historic city
with rich biblical significance. Jaffa, or Joppa,
was the place from where Jonah attempted
to sail to Tarshish and where Peter received
his vision to go and preach to the Gentiles.

“My mission is to show God’s love to
children who have been through trauma
and abuse. Most children who are referred
for assistance to LEADS have been abused,
abandoned at a young age and been
through various traumatic situations. All
through their lives they may never have had
a loving, trustworthy adult. Being an
ambassador of God’s love for such children
is the greatest difference I would like to
make in their lives.”

Jen and Kevin believe that their experience to
date has prepared them for this step. Their
call to ministry in Israel has been developing
for a long time. It is an exciting opportunity
to strengthen the Christian witness in this
part of the Middle East and to reach out
beyond the church doors. They say:
“We know this vision will be challenging,
but we trust that God will provide and we
long to see the church in Jaffa, the
launching point for Peter’s mission to the
Gentiles, once again experience a new
beginning.”

Nevedita Jeevabalan
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The need is great. It is only in the last two
decades, as taboos have begun to
disintegrate, that the prevalence of child
exploitation in Sri Lanka has come to light.
A conservative estimate indicates that
approximately 100 children in Sri Lanka
are physically exploited or abused in a
single day. In the capital city, Colombo,
alone, it is estimated that one in every
three children lives in a violent and abusive
home.
Although the government in Sri Lanka is
increasingly aware of the problem, there is
still a lack of capacity to provide sufficient
safe houses for affected children and
families. So, LEADS provides one of very
few residential counselling centres in the
country. Most of the children referred to
Nevedita and her team have been abused
by someone they know. Many have been
placed in institutions, away from parental
custody and are referred for psychological
intervention because of behavioural
problems due to trauma and separation.

The centre has space for up to eight girls
and eight boys. Survivors live in community,
usually for about three months, and during
that time they receive the equivalent of
home schooling as well as intensive
counselling and psychotherapy.

Nevedita’s vision is to have at least one
safe home for children and families in each
of the nine provinces in the country - all
to ensure that sending them to an
institution would only be the last resort.
The counselling team’s work at the coalface is demanding and emotionally
draining, but Nevedita’s overriding desire,
her core mission, is to “be there for a
child who is hurting and support them and
their family through that painful time.”
For more information on the work of CMS
go to: churchmissionsociety.org or be at
our services on 21st February when
Heather Ramsey will speak more about
CMS’s work.
Mission Support Group

Residential centre
for trauma survivors
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Holy Day in December
26th December - On the Feast of Stephen
Everyone knows that it was on the feast
of Stephen that ‘good king Wenceslas
looked on’. After all, it’s in a Christmas
carol – but why? There’s nothing about
Christmas in it: a splendid young page
who rustled up some flesh, wine and
logs, an old man out in the snow (’deep
and crisp and even’) and a kindly
monarch. But Christmas?

The clue is in ‘the feast of Stephen’, which
falls on 26th December, or ‘Boxing Day’, as
we know it. That, too, has nothing to do
with Christmas, beyond the fact that in the
past people put a contribution in
tradesmen’s boxes as a kind of Christmas
present for their services during the year.
The Stephen whose feast day falls on the
day after Christmas was the first Christian
martyr. (You can read his story in the book
of Acts). He was a member of the church in
Jerusalem in its very early days, and found
himself involved with six others in
administering the allocation of food to those
in need. The apostles, who were the leaders
of the church, felt that it wasn’t appropriate
for them to abandon preaching and ‘serve
tables’, so they selected these seven to do
the job for them. Stephen, however, quickly
revealed hidden gifts as an eloquent
spokesman for the Christian cause.

The Temple authorities, who had already
had trouble with the apostles, were soon

alerted to this new and hitherto unknown
evangelist. They decided to make an
example of him, thus firing a warning shot,
as it were, across the bows of the apostles
themselves. So they arrested Stephen and
accused him of speaking against the two
central elements of their religion – the ‘holy
place’ (the Temple) and ‘the customs Moses
handed down to us’ (the Law). It’s always
dangerous to criticise a monument or a
custom!
Given the right to defend himself, Stephen
instead launched into an eloquent and at
times biting account of Jewish history,
culminating in the accusation that they had
committed the worst possible sin by killing
the Messiah. Inflamed by his words, his
hearers abandoned any pretence of legal
impartiality, rushing towards him and
dragging him out of the city to a place
where they began to stone him to death.
Stephen, the rank and file Christian, died
under a hail of rocks for claiming that
Mary’s Son was the promised Messiah.
That is most probably the reason why the
first martyr is honoured on the day after
we celebrate the birth of the Saviour It’s a
bit like the myrrh in the gifts of the Wise
Men – a reminder, as we celebrate, that the
bitter shadow of a cross is never far away
from this story.
From the Parish Pump
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Diocesan Synod Report
The Diocesan Synod met on Saturday
the 14th November by “Zoom.”
The Meeting opened in Prayer.

being delivered by robots, thus excluding
employment for many people. Humans are
now working for algorithms: “it is cheaper
and easier to get humans to behave like
robots, than to get machines to behave like
humans.”

The Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd Dr
Steven Croft, gave his Presidential Address.
He spoke about responding to what he
termed the Fourth Industrial Revolution. He
explained that, during the recent elections
in the United States, Proposition 22
appeared on the ballot papers in the State
of California. It proposed that workers in
the “gig” economy, such as Uber and similar
contractors, should be denied benefits such
as sickness, unemployment and holiday
payments. The proponents, which included
Uber, spent $200m urging voters to pass
this resolution (which they did). Bishop
Steven then showed a cartoon, depicting
three waves: the first and smallest was
COVID, followed, next behind, by a larger
wave showing Recession and then, an even
larger one showing Climate Change. He
said that there ought to have been a fourth
wave, not depicted, which should have
showed the Fourth Industrial Revolution.
He said that the second wave was already
upon us, with unemployment up by 2.4%
and rising. The recession was hitting the
young the hardest: Youth unemployment
was now at 14.6%.

The Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd Olivia
Graham, then addressed Synod on the
care and wellbeing of Ministers and those
in leadership in a Christ-like Church.
She said that we all start with our own
personal responsibility for looking after
ourselves. We are to recognise that the
partnership which exists between clergy
and laity is an equal one, so that we all have
to take responsibility for one another. We
are all equally valued.

He said that we are heading for a world
with less for people to do and education
will not affect this trend. Robotics are
becoming commonplace. One example is in
Milton Keynes where all groceries are now

She pointed to available resources for
guidance and help in support and advice.
The Diocese is printing a Covenant for
Clergy Care and Wellbeing, an extract of
which is as follows:

He said that good, purposeful, work was
part of God’s plan for humankind, so that
the quality of jobs was just as important as
the quantity of them and both quality and
quantity were to be pursued equally.
This will be the subject for the next
Diocesan Synod in March 2021, with the
intention of having an informed discussion,
resulting in the drafting and producing of a
Diocesan Motion to be sent to General
Synod for formal debate: and, hopefully,
some response to and from Government.
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“Conscious that the [calling to Ministry] is
both a privilege and a demand, we commit
together to promote the welfare of our
clergy and their household. We undertake
to work together to coordinate and improve
our approach to clergy care and wellbeing
so that the whole Church may flourish in
the service of the mission of God.”
We need, as a Parish, to consider these
issues ourselves and to improve a culture of
mutual respect, support and flourishing in
our Parish. She advocated and posed that
question: how do we create and improve a
culture of mutual respect in our Parish?
The Chair of the Oxford Diocesan
Board of Finance, the Revd John
Tattersall, then sought Synod’s approval
of the 2021 Budget for the Diocese.
He met the central criticism that he
anticipated (correctly) would be addressed
to the budget as proposed. He said that it is
legally necessary to have a drafted and
approved Budget. In the light of the
challenges of COVID, he explained the
thinking behind the proposal:
• No Deanery in the Diocese had been
given an increase (I wrote last month
that the Wycombe Deanery has been
allocated a 2.7% reduction from last
year);

are within its control;
• There will be no cuts in clergy costs and
the last thing that the Diocese wishes to
see is a drop in clergy numbers;
• National as well as Diocesan costs have
been reduced.
There was a lengthy debate about reserves:
the Diocese has two months’ reserves at its
disposal, so the proposition that reserves
can be marshalled for parish support is not
sustainable.
The Diocesan budget was passed with a
significant number voting against.
Ms Jan Fishwick, the CEO of PACT
(Parents and Children Together) then
gave a presentation with her colleagues of
the work of PACT and its associated
organisations. For those who would like to
know more about their work, please access
their website.
The closing Reflections and Prayers were
led by the Bishop of Buckingham, the Rt
Revd Dr Alan Wilson.
Christopher Tyrer

Deanery Synod
• What is asked is that we encourage
sacrificial giving, acknowledging that
some parishes will not be able to meet
their share and that some can pay more
than their allocated share;
• Cost cutting at the centre has been
carried out, with a drop of between 1520% in those central diocesan costs that

The next Deanery Synod Meeting will
take place on Tuesday the 26th
November by “Zoom” and I will report
on what takes place in the February
edition of Outlook.

16

Azalea is one of the charities we at St
Michael & All Angels have chosen to
support through our Christmas
collections this year.

Azalea High Wycombe is now up and
running! In case you missed the last
article, Azalea is a Christian charity
which seeks to bless women caught in
commercial sexual exploitation. We
have been working to establish this
ministry here in Wycombe, and we are
now operational, doing fortnightly
walking outreach around the
Desborough area.

complete delight to finally start Outreach
last month. It was wonderful to gather our
team of 5 volunteers, get our Azalea
hoodies on, and go out to walk and pray
around Desborough. We have been
praying for “the women” for a long time
now, and it is so exciting to begin to
actually meet them.

At the same time, meeting these ladies really
brings home the reality of their circumstances and of what they have to do to
survive. It is a real joy to meet them – but
very distressing to see their situations. We
love offering home-made cakes and beautiful
gifts – but we are painfully aware that these
will do little to ease the pain of their lives.

It has felt like a huge battle to get to this
But – we believe that Jesus’ love brings
point. Of course we expected challenges in
hope even into the darkest of situations.
setting up a new front-line ministry, working
And His love is what we seek to comwith such vulnerable people. But I’m not
municate in our presence, our words and
sure we realised
our gifts. The most
just how challenging
important thing we
those challenges
we believe that Jesus’ can do for the
would be! The last
6 months have
love brings hope even women is to pray,
and we would love
been an excellent
into the darkest of
you to join with us in
reminder that we
situations
this. Please pray:
are dependent on
our Heavenly Father for
• For the four ladies we have met so far –
everything – not just the miraculous
that the Holy Spirit would be at work in
transformation we believe for, but also the
their lives, and that they would have a
paperwork and policies, contracts and
revelation of their Heavenly Father’s
conversations – we need His Holy Spirit to
love for them.
guide us through every single aspect of this.
The delays and obstacles have made us
impatient to begin the work, and it was a

• Two of the four ladies are pregnant –
please pray for good health and
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protection for them and their babies,
and that they can get the support they
need.
• We know that the women are at
greater risk of violence during lockdown
– please pray for protection, and
provision at this time of great financial
stress.
• Please pray that we will have
opportunities to meet with these ladies
again and to build relationships with
them.
We will continue with fortnightly outreach
through December, and hope to increase
this in January. At the same time, we are
now looking for a drop in! We want to
have a warm and welcoming place to invite
the women into, for a cup of tea and a
moment away from the streets. Please
pray that God pinpoints exactly the right
space …
To facilitate all this, we are fundraising! If
you would like to give to Azalea High
Wycombe on a regular basis, it would help

us enormously – to budget, to plan, and
ultimately to offer a welcome and a safe
space to the women. Please contact me,
or just set up a standing order to the
account below. Even a very small amount
on a regular basis will be so helpful.
I know not everyone will be in a position
to do this. If you would like to help in
other ways – by baking cakes, knitting
socks, making cards … please get in touch,
I’d love to hear from you. You can do that
at: joanna@azalea.org.uk or on 07742
598607.

Details to give to Azalea High
Wycombe
Acc. Name : Kings Church Azalea Fund
Sort Code : 40-24-17
Acc. No.
: 42757869
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Football & Faith
One of the most remarkable things about
Wycombe Wanderers is the number of
players with a strong and open faith.
Indeed, one of the first things Adebayo
Akinfenwa did after achieving promotion
was kneel down with team-mate Alex
Samuel and pray. Several Wycombe
players share their faith and often worship
together. They all have unique stories:
Alex Samuel once gave a talk at a Wycombe
Youth for Christ event that I went to. In it, he
talked about his career and how God has
helped throughout. He described various
visions sent from God that have helped him
through his career. While at Stevenage, he
had a mysterious injury, that the club doctor
couldn’t diagnose. He says he had a dream of
him having surgery, and the doctors removing
a stone in his ankle. The stone then turned
from black to pink. Bizarrely, the surgery was
being performed by the physiotherapist at his
former club Swansea. Samuel was sure this
was a message from God, and that the black
stone turning into a pink jewel was “a
promise that my problem would turn into my
testimony”. After months out, Stevenage did
consult the Swansea physio, who did decide
to try surgery. Sure enough, they found that
it was a stone in Samuel’s ankle that was
causing the problem. When they showed it to
him, it was a bright pink.

Samuel came back for Stevenage but hardly
played and they had indicated they would
release him at the end of the season. While
praying for guidance and a path, God showed
him the Wycombe badge. But after release,

the only team interested were League 2 side
Newport. Samuel rejected them, as he felt
that wasn’t God’s plan. Having struggled at
League 2 side Stevenage, it seemed unlikely a
League 1 like Wycombe would want him. But
soon Gareth Ainsworth called him and he
signed three year contract. In just two years
he’s gone from struggling in League 2 to
starting in Play Off Finals and winning
promotion to the Championship.
Jason McCarthy re-signed for Wycombe
this summer, his fourth spell at the club. The
team spirit, friendships and togetherness he
felt at the club made him want to come back
again. This is also where he found his faith.
When he first returned in the summer of
2018, he was sent a gospel song by a
teammate. When listening to it, he heard the
voice of God saying “Son, I love you”. He has
described a feeling of peace that washed over
him at that point that has stayed with him.
After speaking to Samuel and going to church
for the first time, he decided to become a
follower of Christ. He was baptised soon
after. Several of his teammates are also
Christian and they share their feelings and
worship together regularly. Before matches,
on the pitch, they often pray together and
the closeness and companionship these
players feel does contribute to the amazing
dressing room atmosphere.

Wycombe is an unusual club in lots of ways,
but it makes it an incredible club to play for
or to support.
Orlando Thompson
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Rope is a charity for the Relief of
Oppressed People Everywhere. We
support it with the coffee money collected
after the 9.00 service.

Students were provided with laptops and
data bundles to top up their phones,
connect to the internet and engage with
zoom. The students were keen to continue
with their studies.

The Sunshine Centre in Kenya works to
encourage young people to continue
into further education so that they can
then find employment and become fully
integrated and productive within their
communities.

Eric is studying statistics and economics at
the Southern Eastern Kenya University. He
had a challenging start to life but now has
aspirations to become an entrepreneur and
create jobs that will employ many young
people and contribute to the Kenyan
economy.

As with so many other areas in the world,
Kenya has been severely impacted by the
COVID crisis. This has resulted in the
Sunshine Centre being closed and the boys
and young men having to return to
overcrowded and often abusive homes.
However, regular contact was kept through
phone calls and all the households of the
beneficiaries were supplied with monthly
food and sanitizer packs for the time they
were away.
Admirably, the community quickly settled
into the routine of distance learning.

Eric has joined a Christian Union at his
university. He comments that his faith has
been shared with others through the
outreach and volunteering works that he is
involved in.
Samuel is now a second-year student at the
Technical University in Kenya where he is
studying Tourism and Travel Management.
He is passionate about wildlife, visiting many
national parks in Kenya. Samuel aims to
create new opportunities for other young
people when he graduates.
“For I know the plans I have for you”,
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you
and not to harm you. Plans to give you
hope and a future.”
Jeremiah 29:11
Lin Smit is our contact for Rope. Find out more
on their website: www.rope.org.uk
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Bookends
So, fellow readers, in my literary
Christmas stocking are three books,
two new and one not so. Down in the
toe of the stocking is a small hardback,
quite heavy with beautiful endpapers of
butterflies. It is The Lost Spells with
words by Robert Macfarlane and
illustrations by Jackie Morris. If this all
sounds rather familiar, you are not
wrong. This is the follow up to The Lost
Words published a couple of years ago.
The idea is the same i.e. poetic writing
and stunning art work, all entirely
based on nature. However, the format
is quite different.
The first book was seriously large whilst
this one is slightly smaller than an ordinary
paperback. I may be entirely wrong but it
feels as if the publishers weren’t quite sure
who their audience was; who would
actually read this book? It was written up as
a perfect gift for a godchild or favourite
niece or nephew. I suspect actually far more
adults read it, enjoyed it and now have this
large book which doesn’t quite fit

The Lost Spells
Robert Macfarlane
Publisher: Hamish Hamilton
RRP: £14.99 (Hardback)
ISBN-10 : 0241444640
ISBN-13 : 978-0241444641

anywhere. My copy is standing between my
bed and my bedside table. So I am far more
in favour of their second effort and it’s at
the bottom of the stocking as I am
imagining it coming out on a quiet
afternoon just after Christmas when
nobody is going to object to you sloping of
for a while. It is beautiful.
In the middle of the stocking is a quirky,
one-off sort of book. It is Jeoffry: The
Poet’s Cat - A Biography. Can a book be a
biography if it is partially invented I wonder,
but never mind, for it is cloth bound and
printed on lovely paper. A delight. The cat
in question is that of the 18th century poet
Christopher Smart and the author is Oliver
Soden. We met briefly at a Chiltern Festival
singing day back in a previous life in March
of this year. He had just written a tome on
Michael Tippett and we were attempting to
sing the spirituals from Tippett’s Child of
our time. This time round his subject still
has a musical connection as said cat is part
of a long poem Rejoice in the lamb. It was
lost for well over a century and then
rediscovered in a private library in the late
1930s. Benjamin Britten set the poem to
music a few years later, including the
memorable line: ‘I will consider my cat
Jeoffry’ and one I particularly like: ‘ For I am
possessed of a cat surpassing in beauty.’
Anyway, Oliver Soden has taken the
substantial amount of historical evidence
available regarding the life of Smart and his
cat and inventively and creatively woven it
all together, filling in gaps where necessary.
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Jeoffry: The Poet’s Cat
Oliver Soden
Publisher: The History Press
RRP: £16.99 (Hardback)
ISBN-10 : 075099567X
ISBN-13 : 978-0750995672

The action takes place in and around
Covent Garden in London and also in a
variety of lunatic asylums where history
shows Smart was allowed to have his cat
with him. Before I read the blurb about the
author, it was already obvious that he was a
cat lover. His writing shows this. It also
demonstrates the skill of Oliver Soden in
coping with so many disparate historical
elements and sewing it into a satisfying
whole. I learnt a lot about the 18th century
and was also encouraged to look further
into the writings of Smart. This would make
a lovely Christmas present.
At the top of the stocking is a book that
will actually need to be taken out each day
in Advent: The Christmas Mystery by
Jostein Gaarder. Unlike the previous two

The Christmas Mystery
Jostein Gaarder
Publisher: Orion
RRP: £7.99 (Paperback)
ISBN-10 : 9780753808665
ISBN-13 : 978-0753808665

choices, this book has been around for
many years now but I’d be sad if you didn’t
know of it. If you are familiar with it, then
I’m just reminding you to have another
look. Gaarder gained literary fame with his
book on philosophical ideas: Sophie’s
World. However, I prefer this one.
Someone asked me if it was a children’s
book or not. After a pause I replied that it
was simply a good book, one I had used
with children from years 5 and 6 but had
also lent to several adult friends. It is split
into 24 sections, so you can just read it
straight through or use it like an advent
calendar and read one section each day up
to December 24th which is what I prefer.
The story is that of Christmas. It starts in
Scandinavia and travels through time and
space, encompassing an inner story, many
biblical allusions and the childlike
excitement and anticipation of December
25th itself. It really is worth getting hold of
and if you are reading this well into
December, no matter, you can always catch
up. To Bethlehem, to Bethlehem!
Wishing you an enticing, literary, Christmas
stocking,
Susan Brice
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You’re still muted, Ethel!
On Friday 13th November, the Sharps’
kitchen was transformed into a mini Cape
Canaveral, with a huge bank of linked
computer terminals set up to power the
church’s (first*) online Zoom quiz.
The excitement was palpable, as at the
appointed time, faces, some unseen for
several weeks, appeared one by one on
screen. The noise of chatter and greetings
rose, so that the hosts, resplendent in
evening dress, resorted to muting all
participants in order to regain control.
The tech worked extremely smoothly,
sorting us into private ‘rooms’ for each
team. The hosts explained carefully what
would happen, and the questions appeared
on screen. It should be born in mind that,
when our Social and Outreach group
planned this event, the Rule of 6 was the
only relevant constraint, although provision
was made for teams working together from
distant locations. As it turned out, and the
new rules applied, most teams were split
over several locations, unless bubbling
together, or in one household, but brought

Kitchen full
of laptops

Ben and Jo Sharp the glamourous hosts
together by technology. All were, I believe,
in the same country, though one team
member had a kangaroo bouncing along in
the background, so perhaps not.
The questions were original and varied, and
included 2 questions from a recent 11 plus
exam, both of which stumped many!
There was little dispute over the answers,
the main cause of raised voices being the
call to team members to turn off their
mute button! There was however much
hilarity, particularly during the ‘Music’
round. I insert quotation marks, because it
bore little resemblance to anything tuneful.
It consisted of having to identify clips of a
‘well-known tune or film score’ being
played, very badly, on a child’s recorder.
Excruciating! Our team put ‘no idea’ or
‘Titanic’ for most of these answers.
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The quiz was won by TJ plus friends, with
some improbably high scores across all
teams! A lovely evening was had by all!
Many thanks to Social and Outreach and in
particularly to our Quiz setters and
Quizmasters Jo and Ben Sharp, ably assisted
by Zoe and Oliver.
Oh, how did our team do? Magnificently!
And we were (virtually) presented with an
elegantly carved wooden spoon! We
demand a recount!
Jane Tyrer
* Hope it will be repeated: perhaps we will do
better next time.

The Social and Outreach
Committee present a series
of free Covid-friendly events:
7th December 2020
Floral Christmas Table Display Workshop
12th December 2020
‘Christmas Comfort and Joy’ online social
evening
2nd January 2021
New Year’s Car Treasure Hunt
30th January 2021
St Michael & All Angels Bake Off
16th February 2021
The Great Pancake Tossing Competition
For details of any or all events please
contact Ant Rippon (07747 643270) or
Frank Hawkins (07850 150462).

November Nights
2020
Waking, I switch on the news,
To find out who will win, who lose.
Too close to call the voices say,
But blue is edging it today!
The ballots pile, the numbers mount,
When will it close, this endless count?
Some stations claim: He’s won! He’s out!
But others say there’s still a doubt.
Another night, the tension mounting,
And on and on, the ceaseless counting.
Another night, another state,
The victor is content to wait.
The loser says ‘It’s all a fraud’, and points
to how he is adored.
But slowly now, the end’s in sight,
And soon, perhaps, a peaceful night.
Jane Tyrer
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From the
Potting Shed
Dear Friends,
Well, this has not been the autumn or
indeed the year that we expected.
Remember that your garden is still
there for you even in the winter
months. There will still be sunny
mornings when it is good to be out
there and I always make sure there is
somewhere nice to sit outside the
kitchen door and a cushion nearby to
make it comfortable. An unexpectedly
bright and mild winter morning is a
treat not to be missed.
Jobs to be done:
1. Group potted plants together in a
sheltered part of the garden to protect
them from the worst of the weather.
2. Fruit bushes, roses and wisteria can all be
pruned in winter when they are
dormant.
3. Harvest leeks, parsnips, sprouts and any
remaining root vegetables.
4. Remember to reduce watering of
houseplants.
5. Ensure outdoor taps don’t freeze and
keep ponds ice free for birds and
animals.

6. Find a comfortable chair and a festive
drink and enjoy browsing through some
plant catalogues. The sun will shine again.
So, there I was on Stirup Sunday busy making
my pudding when
my hubby wants to
discuss the rest of
the Christmas meal.
We usually have
turkey but
sometimes we have
duck for a change
and that’s what
MacGregor fancies this
year. He of course does not
deal with the feathers, get
everywhere they do. But, I
have to agree I’d prefer to prepare
the bird rather than have his job of wringing
its neck. I told him we’d have duck if he
wanted, there’s plenty of nice sage and
thyme in the garden for the stuffing BUT I
am not going to eat Jemima. I told him.
Take care my dears and happy Christmas,
Cecily MacGregor
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News from
Mothers’ Union
Despite the disappointing news that our
Advent Service on the 1st December has
been cancelled due to the current guidelines, we are going ahead with our prayers
for Activism against Gender Based
Violence. As you probably know this is a
huge subject affecting large numbers of
people from women, men and children.
We shall be praying from November 25th to
10th December in our own homes (prayers
can be found on the Mothers' Union
Oxford website) and there is a special day
on 5th December - the first ever Global Day
of Action where members will be asked to
pray at 11.00 am to support survivors.

This year we will be giving out Christmas
Christian calendars. If you know of anyone
who would appreciate one please let Louise
Stallwood 712705, Sara Badrick 534275 or
myself know before the 14th December.

At this time of year we usually collect gifts of
toiletries or vouchers for the Wycombe
Women's Aid. We will do this again but
perhaps gift vouchers might be more appropriate (perhaps Primark?) Again please let
Louise, Sara or myself know. And if you would
like to donate towards the cost of calendars
we would be very happy to receive them!
Again please contact our Treasurer Louise.
Norma Clarke
563116

16 Days of Activism Against
Gender Based Violence
16 Days of Activism against gender-based
violence is an international campaign, where
the Mothers’ Union joins with around 6,000
organisations from approximately 187
countries to raise awareness of, and call for
an end to, gender-based violence in all
forms and in all societies.
On 5th December the campaign will focus
on the disturbing figure from the World
Health Organisation that “1 in 3 women
worldwide have experienced domestic or
sexual abuse”.The Mothers’ Union as a
leading women’s organisation believe this
figure of 1 in 3 to be unacceptable and are
using this Global Day to raise awareness of
the issues and to encourage more people in
our communities to get involved and
demand change.
The 16 Days of Activism against Gender
Based Violence Campaign is part of the
wider work of the Mothers’ Union to
support communities to help end genderbased violence and to practically help those
affected by it.
For more information see:
mothersunion.org/projects/16-daysactivism-against-gender-based-violence
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Christmas Recipe
Special Christmas Mini Meringues
I was thrilled recently when asked to
write a monthly recipe for our Church
magazine, Outlook. Cooking, baking and
anything to do with food have been lifelong passions for me. Inspiration arises
from a combination of mood, weather,
time of year and my ‘culinary audience’.

Christmas will soon be upon us and even
though we don’t know what it will look like
under the strictures of the pandemic it
remains, especially so for Christians, a
wonderful event to which we can all look
forward. What shall it be then? Christmas
cake, Christmas pudding, mince pies, turkey
stuffing, succulent sprouts or meringues?
Meringues! Yes- I would love to share this
mini-meringue recipe with you. It is easy to

follow and can be made well ahead of the
event, giving you more time to put your
feet up with a nice drink!
Often people think meringues are difficult
to get ‘right’ but this is not the case if you
follow the instructions carefully. The good
thing with meringues is that if you don’t eat
them or you don’t think they have worked
you can put make an Eton Mess with fruit
and cream for the freezer. Meringues are
also a good way of using up egg whites if
you have made pastry for mince pies. Egg
whites keep well in the fridge and are often
better for meringues when they have been
stored for a few days.
Julia Grant
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Ingredients
Meringues
Makes 8 meringues
2 large egg whites
110 g (4 oz) Castor Sugar

Mascarpone Vanilla Cream
250 g (9 oz) mascarpone cheese
1 tsp vanilla extract
200 ml (7 fl oz) fromage-fraise
1 tsp caster sugar
Whisk all the ingredients together and keep
chilled until needed.

Method
To make the meringues place the egg
whites in a large grease-free bowl.

Keep the meringues in an airtight container
for a couple of weeks ready for Christmas.

Using an electric mixer, begin whisking
slowly and gradually increase the speed
until the egg whites are stiff in consistency.

For the filling/topping:

Whisk the sugar in, a tablespoon at a
time, until you have a stiff, glossy
mixture. Do not over-whisk at this stage
as the mixture can become too ‘wet’.

Now, spoon 8 heaped desert spoons of
the mixture onto a baking tray, lined with
non-stick paper (Bakewell or equivalent),
and make a dip in the middle of each one
with the underside of the spoon. It
doesn’t matter if they are not all the
same shape, this is not MasterChef!
Pre-heat the oven to Gas Mark 1, 275°F,
140°C.
Pop them in to the middle of the oven
and leave for about 30 minutes.

Turn the oven off and leave in the
warmth of the oven to dry out until cold.

Use a sweetened chestnut puree or fruits
such as – raspberries, mango, kiwi,
blueberries, etc.
The filled meringues can be prepared a few
hours before eating and kept in the fridge.
You can use any sort of fruit and may want
to do this if you have children to please. I
think a special filling for Christmas is with
sweetened Chestnut puree, available in
supermarkets at Christmas time.
Soften the puree by beating it and if not
sweet enough add some icing sugar.
Put a spoon of the chestnut puree or fruit if
being used on each meringue and then top
with the mascarpone cream. You can add a
small slice of chestnut or fruit on the top
and dust with icing sugar or add sparkles/
hundreds and thousands for a festive finish.
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December/January Lectionary
Morning

Evening

6th : 2nd Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 40: 1-11
2 Peter 3: 8-15a
Mark 1: 1-8

Psalm 40
1 Kings 22: 1-28
Romans 15:4-13

13th : 3rd Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 61: 1-4 & 8-11 Psalm 68: 1-20
1 Thess. 5: 16-24
Malachi 3: 1-4 & 4
John 1: 6-8 & 19-28 Philippians 4: 4-7
Psalm 126
20th : 4th Sunday of Advent
2 Samuel 7: 1-11 & 16 Psalm 113
Romans 16: 25-end Zech. 2: 10-end
Luke 1: 26-38
Luke 1: 39-55

25th : Christmas Day
Isaiah 9: 2-7
Titus 2: 11-14
Luke 2: 1-20
27th : John, Apostle and Evangelist
Exodus 33: 7-11a
1 John 1
John 21: 19b-end

Morning

Evening

3rd : 2nd Sunday of Christmas
Jeremiah 31: 7-14 Psalm 135
Ephesians 1: 3-14 Isaiah 46: 3-13
John 1: 10-18
Romans 12: 1-8

10th : The Baptism of Christ

Genesis 1: 1-5
Acts 19: 1-7
Mark 1: 4-11
Psalm 29

Psalms 46 & 47
Isaiah 42: 1-9
Ephesians 2: 1-10

17th : 2nd Sunday of Epiphany
Psalm 96
1 Samuel 3: 1-20
Revelation 5: 1-10 Isaiah 60: 9-22
Hebrews 6:17 – 7:10
John 1: 43-end

24th : 3rd Sunday of Epiphany
Genesis 14: 17-20 Psalm 149
Revelation 19: 6-10 Isaiah 49: 1-13
John 2: 1-11
Acts 22: 3-16
31st : 4th Sunday of Epiphany
Deut. 18: 15-20
Psalm 34
Revelation 12: 1-5a 1 Samuel 3: 1-20
1 Corinth. 14: 12-20
Mark 1: 21-28
Psalm 111

From the Parish Registers
The Departed
Alma Jean Hansford, aged 89
James Derek Chamberlen, aged 92
John Rowland Babb, aged 87

Raymond Neville Shreeves, died 1993, aged
60 and Jill Patricia Shreeves, aged 87
Roger George Hazell, aged 77

Who’s Who

Keith Johnson

Helen Peters

Tracey Jones (TJ)

Vicar

Associate Minister

Curate

Home: 01494 257569
Mobile: 07772 642393

Home: 01494 716772
Mobile: 07792 118357

Mobile: 07939 536879

keiththevicar@gmail.com

helen.peters@peters-research.com

Day off: Friday

Day off: Monday

Parish Office

rev.funkyfish@gmail.com

Administrator: Lynn Brooks
Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 07928 536543
9.30 am - 12.30 pm
office@hughendenparishchurch.org.uk

Licensed Lay Minister

David Tester

563354

Servers

Andrew Cole

442191

Churchwardens

Julia Grant

565746

Church Flowers

Sylvia Clark

562801

Frank Hawkins

565050

Church Library

Alison Gieler

562473

Parish Clark & Verger

Crèche Rota

Ali Skillen

Church Notices & Website Ben Brice

Arthur Johnson 521471
445899

Outreach and Social

Frank Hawkins

565050

PCC Secretary

Susan Brice

445899

Mothers’ Union Parish Link Ann McCarthy

712004

PCC Treasurer

Brian Morley

528633

Valley Friends

Heather Mayer

436044

07709 487101

Organist & Choirmaster Neil Brice

445899

Hughenden Village Hall

-

07815 163269

Worship Leader

Tony Sackville

446035

Naphill Village Hall

Norma Clarke

563116

Captain of Bellringers

David Cornwall 714718

Friendship Morning

Penny Austin

529596

Our Mission is

Stir up our hearts, we beseech you, to prepare ourselves to receive your Son.
When He comes and knocks, may He find us not sleeping in sin, but awake to
righteousness, ceaselessly rejoicing in His love. May our hearts and minds be so
purified, that we may be ready to receive His promise of eternal life. Amen

To enable all to follow Jesus Christ
We shall live out this mission through
Prayer, Presence, Persuasion and Proclamation by:

Leading lives centred on Jesus Christ
That are steadfastly based on the Bible and prayer.
That are based on Jesus’ example.
By being ambassadors of Christ to our friends, families,
neighbours, and work and school colleagues.

Being seen and known
in the wider Community by
Understanding the communities in which we live
and seeking to be fully involved in those communities.

Building appropriate bridges between our church and our community.
Taking every opportunity to share the good news about Jesus Christ.

Offering and receiving spiritual
and practical support and development
That is appropriate to wherever people are on their spiritual journey.

That is based on worship that is honouring to God
and accessible and relevant to all.

That is led by prayer that engages with the will of God and his purposes.

