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Dear Readers
One of my favourite artists, David
Hockney, recently put several new
pictures online. They were of blossom,
buds and new growth in Normandy. His
comment was: Spring isn’t cancelled!
No indeed, it was one of the few things
that happened in this crazy lockdown time.
And how encouraging that has been to see
nature carrying on, doing its thing and
showing off that bright acid, yellowy green
that the beech trees parade all over south
Bucks. I planted some rocket seeds in trays
and was ridiculously pleased when they
germinated. All evidence of new life, as in
the Easter story, gives us hope, something
which we badly need during these troubling
times.

The archbishop said that
gives us purpose
Do you remember the Ancient Greek story
of Pandora’s box where she inadvertently
lets pain, worry, fear, hate and death fly out
of the box (I suspect it was an amphora
really and was lost in translation but never
mind) and then from inside a tiny voice said:
‘Pandora, I am hope. Now you have to let
me out or people will never cope.’ How
true.
I watched the Archbishop of Canterbury a
few days ago give a talk as part of an online
school assembly. He spoke of seeing a
group of hungry, frightened people arriving

David Hockney shares
art from Normandy
at a refugee camp somewhere in Africa. He
said he was surprised at their elation and
equally surprised at the speed with which
they started growing things, both foodstuffs
and education. Classes were quickly set up
under trees. It was important to grow the
minds of young people as well as food for
their bodies. These people had
hope for the future, even if their
hope
present was difficult.
The archbishop said that hope
gives us purpose and that this enables us to
have patience, positivity and to keep going
under pressure.
I wish for us all this summer that we find
the strength to plan and make choices
reflecting hope and not fear.
Susan Brice
Editor
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From the Vicarage

Keith Johnson
Vicar

St Michael & All Angels,
Hughenden

As I write this month’s
reflections from the
Vicarage, we are half-way
through May, almost two
months into our national
lockdown, and growing
accustomed to a strange
new-norm. Maybe, however,
you are crawling up the
walls and desperate to do
all those things you had
taken for granted before,
but which we are currently
not permitted to do, due to
public health concerns.
I have been thinking at some
length over the last few days
about the role of technology in
our current epidemic – how it
has facilitated so much, which

took part in a diocesan
committee meeting about the
Church of South India, I had an
enjoyable meeting with my
colleagues Helen and TJ, and in
the evening we had Jacobs
Crackers housegroup, during
which time we (somewhat
belatedly) finished our Lent
course material.
I am very new to videoconferencing and find myself
marvelling at what it can allow
you and I to do. I have coaxed
my parents to start using it,
and we now have a weekly
Zoom family call with them
and my sister’s family, and I
hear similar stories throughout
the community.
Technology allows
us to share
fellowship virtually,
which is so much
more effective than
a phone call. We support those
who are struggling to get their
apparatus to work (I mention
no names, but you know who
you are!), grind our teeth if the
broadband goes off, try to coordinate our efforts with our
family members also calling on
this elixir of life to keep
connected, and get by from
one day to another.

I am very new to video-conferencing
and find myself marvelling at what
it can allow you and I to do.
would not have been possible
10 or 15 years ago, but in turn
has potentially caused further
social isolation for those who
do not own a smart phone,
and are not on the internet.
One day last week I spent over
5 hours on Zoom (which is a
video-conferencing application
for those who don’t know). I
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However, video-conferencing will always be
second best to meeting people face-to-face.
I really miss my two weekly sessions in the
local cafes, chatting with local people,
perhaps offering a sympathetic ear, sharing a
joke and life stories with those who find
themselves at my table. I am going to really
cherish it when some degree of normality
returns, and my coffee chats can
recommence. Please Lord may I never take
my freedoms for granted and may I cherish
them even more in the future.
As I have said during our St Michaels @ 10
service broadcasts every Sunday, when life
is stripped down to such as we are
experiencing right now, our life priorities
are shaken and we have an invaluable
opportunity to ask the question – what or
who is most important to me? What do I
miss the most which I cannot currently do?
For me, it’s all about relationships. I miss
being able to meet with friends and family

in person and be free to interact with them
without donning PPE first.
As a Christian, my relationship with Jesus
Christ is the most important relationship in
my life. I have more time and space during
the lockdown to devote to him, and my
hope and prayer is that I will use the time
wisely, in order that I might appreciate the
other relationships in my life more deeply.
How about you?
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Darrell Hamley
It was with great sadness that we
learned of the death early in April of
Wing Commander Darrell Hamley, a
few days short of his 93rd birthday. For
over 20 years Darrell was the author
of ‘The Wilder Side’ in our parish
magazine. Darrell’s observations of the
local flora and fauna, usually illustrated
by a little picture which he drew
himself, entranced readers.
Darrell spent his career in the RAF which
he joined at the age of 18 not long after the
end of World War II. He flew Wellington
and Lancaster Bombers, amongst others
and in the early sixties piloted Vulcan
Bombers, spectacular delta winged aircraft,
leading the 4 Vulcan Scramble at the
Farnborough Air Show of 1960. His RAF
career took him to many countries around
the world, often accompanied by Jo, his
wife with whom he celebrated their 70th
wedding anniversary shortly before her
death last year. Darrell and Jo joined St
Michael & All Angels at Hughenden during
the eighties and were faithful members of
the congregation where Darrell’s lovely

Leading out the Vulcan
Bombers at Farnborough

Darrell Hamley
9th April 1927 - 6th April 2020
tenor voice could be heard singing heartily.
He was a great lover of classical music and
also had a great interest in antiques, silver
and fine art. Both he and Jo were keen
members of U3A.

Looking through the Outlook archives, I
found the first Wilder Side, written for the
April 1988 edition. In his introduction he
wrote ‘I am offering these notes in the hope
that they will be of interest to people and will
give them a wider appreciation of the birds,
beasts and wild plants which are so close to us
within the parish boundary’. Over the ensuing
years The Wilder Side certainly did that!
Darrell’s main interest was in bird life and in
fact he founded the South Bucks U3A
Ornithology Group many years ago. But he
also managed to encompass not only birds,
but various other creatures of the earth as
well as the stars and the planets,
commenting in addition on sightings of the
space station as it crossed our heavens.
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In the June 2000 edition of Outlook Darrell
mentions his new hearing aids which, to his
delight, now enabled him to hear some
birds again. He even had to turn the
volume down when a Reed Warbler sang
very loudly while he was leading a walk
near Tring reservoirs! He mentions that he
was probably in a minority in liking magpies
which he described as ‘handsome and
intelligent birds – they have panache’.
Although admitting that they had some less
than pleasant habits, e.g. preying on eggs
and baby birds, he then went on to muse,
‘It is the immutable role of nature that the
strong prey on the weak from the top of the
food chain to the bottom – hard luck on the
earthworm. What do they prey on?’

in March, closely followed a week or so
later by a House Martin. The first Swallow
of the year was seen on 1st April, followed
two or three weeks later by Swifts which
he describes as ‘… often to be seen in noisy
screaming groups in past years along the
stretch of road between the Beaconsfield Arms
and the Morrisons roundabouts’. I haven’t
noticed any of these birds this year as yet,
but then I don’t have Darrell’s eyes for
picking out these lively visitors.

In the same issue of the magazine he
mentions The Great Rumpuss Cat, their
beloved cat who was often mentioned in
Darrell’s writings. This time Puss had shot
through his transparent cat flap one evening
and then turned round, hackles up, neck
stretched out. When the outer flood light
was switched on a large male Badger was
revealed, trotting around the garden looking
for worms - not much threat to Rumpuss.

In his final paragraph in this issue Darrell
writes: ‘The bluebells seem to have been more
than usually gorgeous this year; it may be
because we have been seeing them in the more
abundant warm sunshine which not only
enhances the colour but also their scent.
Cowslips also seem more abundant with the
occasional oxlip which looks more like a taller,
mult-headed primrose.’ This observation could
also have been made this year.

After our very warm April and early May
this year, it was interesting to read in The
Wilder Side of June 2009, ‘I hope that you
enjoyed your third warmest, and one of the
driest, Aprils since 1914; 2007 was first
warmest but I’m not complaining. At the
moment, on 13 May, it is raining and that is
much needed’. I don’t think I was alone in
thinking, probably mistakenly, that April
2020 must have been the hottest and driest
on record! How memories fade!

Darrell’s articles were sorely missed when
he had to retire from writing shortly before
he and Jo moved to a retirement apartment
in Amersham a few years ago. There they
once again became members of St Michael
& All Angels Church although, of course,
this time the Amersham version!

That same report mentions members of
the ‘hirundine’ family - a Sand Martin seen

We are very fortunate to have had the
opportunity to share the wonders of nature
around us as described so eloquently by
Darrell.
Sylvia Clark
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Lockdown in Lima Part 2
Last month I shared news of lockdown
in Lima from our son Paul and his wife
Sarah, who work there with Church
Mission Society. They and their three
daughters have been experiencing the
very tight restrictions imposed across
Peru. Sadly, since I last wrote, two
members of their church family have
died of Covid-19. As the church is
currently without a vicar, Paul has led
two “online wakes”, enabling those
with internet access to share
memories and feelings, and to worship
together.
On a lighter note, the government’s plan for
men and women to go food shopping on
alternate days did not last long, as mostly
the men did not go shopping at all, but the
women bought twice as much as usual on
the days they went out! More importantly
for the family, great excitement has greeted
the announcement that from the middle of
May, children are allowed out of their
homes for 30 minutes a day!
Anna Sims, who also works for CMS, is a
friend of the family and each weekday
morning since lockdown began, she has set
a challenge for the Tester girls, usually
involving some artwork. Then they make a
video call to her in the evening to show her
what they’ve done. On Saturdays, they turn
the tables and set her a challenge! On
Sundays, thanks once again to the wonders
of modern technology, she joins the family
on screen for lunch.

In April Anna took part in Radio 4’s Sunday
Worship, which was broadcast from her
home church in Manchester, and I think her
message is one we can all take to heart.
I work with a prison ministry here in Peru’s
capital, Lima. I care for female non-Peruvian
inmates who have been arrested for drug
trafficking and I also help ex-offenders readjust
to life outside prison whilst they remain in
Lima.
Due to the tight restrictions and curfews, I am
currently not allowed to visit the prisoners or
meet our group of ex-offenders. But I can still
take bags of toilet paper, toiletries and food to
the prisons, and speak to the inmates who
often ring me from the prison’s payphones. As
none of the ex-offenders can work during the
lockdown, we support them by phone and
financially. My colleague leads online Bible
studies with the ex-offenders, helping them to
stay connected during lockdown.
During a recent phone call, one of the inmates
shared that she is keeping a gratitude diary.
Earlier that day, she had heard a pigeon
cooing for the first time in 7 months. I was
encouraged that if she can find things to be
thankful for in her prison cell, how much more
can I, in my locked down flat. And even though
I’ve worked in prison ministry for 6 years, I
might have still been taking that freedom for
granted until now. May God use this time to
give us all more empathy for people with less
freedom.
Charlotte Tester
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Mothers’ Union
Hopefully all our Mothers’ Union
members are keeping safe and well. We
do have nine pastoral group leaders who
keep in touch with a few members within
their group, so the telephone lines are
kept busy!
There are some useful tips on both the
Mary Sumner house and also the Oxford
websites of the Mothers’ Union covering
the making of masks and gowns, and also
prayers covering home and abroad. Do
look up these websites if you can.

Obviously all our events have been cancelled
for the foreseeable future. The only one
booked for October is the speaker from
Wren Davis and then we do know that with
some of our members being older we will
need to think again nearer the time.
Till then, keep safe.
Norma Clarke

Mothers’ Union Resources
The Mothers’ Union has made a very
practical response to the coronavirus.
As their website explains, “We know that
our work and experience in re-building
communities and supporting family life is
going to be more important than ever once
the threat of COVID-19 subsides. Our
members will be some of the first in line to
support those around them.”

In the meantime, MU has drawn together a
range of resources to “help nurture our
members and their friends and neighbours
through this challenging time.” The resources
will “help combat feelings of loneliness, to
nourish faith and to help you continue to feel
connected to your friends and community.”
These include: rainbows, prayer cards,
prayer resources, puzzles resources, and
Bible study resources. More info at:
www.mothersunion.org

Floodlighting Dedication
On 4th June Brian and Sylvia Clark will
be celebrating their Diamond Wedding
Anniversary and giving thanks for 60
years of happy marriage, for three
lovely children and for four
grandchildren.

If you have special occasions to mark, why
don't you dedicate the floodlighting? Please
send any dedications to Lynn Brooks at
office@hughendenparishchurch.org.uk
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Online Matters
We are fortunate at St Michael & All
Angels in having a very talented and
imaginative ‘tech team’, who are
building on work done well before the
coronavirus had developed, in recording
and videoing, and putting on the web
aspects of church life. Thus, when an on
online church presence was required,
they were ready to go. Developments
for services include segments recorded
from people’s homes, or from the park,
(or indeed from a child’s slide) as well as
various musical combinations of voice
and instruments and a virtual choir.

For those who do not have access to the
internet, a phone-in service is also available
(details below). Please particularly pass this
information to those who cannot access
the internet.

Unless things have changed very suddenly,
you will be reading this on our website,
(unless a kind neighbour has printed some
pages for you) so you will doubtless know
how to access our online services. If not,
further examine the website where all
details (and much more) can be found. The
services can also be accessed via YouTube
which may be more convenient for some.

This is an opportunity not only to show our
message and mission beyond the ‘walls’ of
the church, but also to provide a service to
those of our congregation who can no
longer physically get to church. Please let
me know your thoughts on how we use
and adapt the online provision as we begin
to think what we will do when ‘This is All
Over’.

The ‘attendances’ are very encouraging and
include friends old and new from far and
wide. Numbers are being recorded and will
be analysed but as far as we can tell,
generally far exceed the usual ‘in person’
attendances. Easter had a particular high
viewing, as indeed would have been the
case if we had been able to be in Church.

Join us every Sunday at 10.00
am on the online platform of
your choice or by phone.

9
Accessing St Michael's @ 10
To watch, either 'as live' or any time after
broadcast, you can go to:
Website
www.hughendenparishchurch.org.uk/Services
YouTube
www.youtube.com/hughendenchurch
Facebook
www.facebook.com/hughendenchurch

Job well done
We are very grateful to James Gamon
and Ian Faulkner who recently spent
the best part of a day repainting the
churchyard main gate, the kissing gate
and the lamp standard adjacent. It now
matches the excellent railings installed
last June by the National Trust.
Cattle, and those humans exercising or
dog-walking, kindly kept their distance;
but of the latter species admiration was
also verbally expressed in passing for
the work done.

People without access to the Internet can
listen to the St Michael's @ 10 service using
their telephone.

Arthur Johnson

• Between 9.55am and 10.00am, call this
number: 020 3481 5237
• When asked for a "meeting ID", enter
the number 951 289 9440 followed by #
• When asked for a "participant ID", just
press # once again
• After that, listen to the music until the
service starts just after 10.00am
The cost of listening will depend on the
person's telephone provider and whether
they have any calls included with their
contract: it should cost the same as a
weekend telephone call to London.
Jane Tyrer
01844 344650
Communications Group

Ice Saints
When it turned so cold in mid-May I
remembered the time we lived in
Belgium where we heard about the ice
Saints. This is the time of year when
three saints seem to cast a frosty spell St. Mamertus on 11th May, St. Pancras
on the 12th and St. Servatius on the
13th. Farmers in Europe long feared
these ice Saints when fruit and crops
are especially tender and vulnerable to
frost. Some years even the vineyards as
far south as Bordeaux are affected.
So there may be some truth in the icy
legend of the Saints because as in this
year mid-May can turn surprisingly cold.
Judy Dauncey
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Bookends
I think I have read all of Tracy
Chevalier’s novels and particularly
enjoyed Falling Angels and Girl with a
Pearl Earring. Thus I eagerly awaited my
copy of her latest work: A Single
Thread. It did not disappoint.

Chevalier does not write to any formula and
her stories are all different and various. It is a
way of writing that appeals to me. She finds
a subject that interests her, follows the
thread and weaves her own narrative around
it. In this book the thread is real and not
metaphorical, for the story is based in
Winchester Cathedral and involves the
making of cushions and hassocks (kneelers).
Violet Speedwell, Chevalier’s fictional
character, is dropped, very convincingly, into
the real world of Winchester and Louisa
Pesel. At this point I think you may already
have formed inchoate pictures in your mind
of single ladies, impecunious and with small,
limited lives. In this case you would be
wrong. Louisa Pesel who lived from 1870 to
1947 indeed never married or had children
but she travelled widely, to India, Egypt and

around Europe, very unusual for a lady
alone, in the early twentieth century. She
spent 5 years teaching at the Royal Hellenic
school of needlework and lace in Athens and
then returned to Bradford to look after
ailing, aged parents. There she taught Belgian
refugees embroidery in the First World War
and later used sewing as a form of therapy
for shell shocked soldiers, returning from the
trenches. Understandably they found the
repetitive action both soothing and peaceful.
The worshipful company of Broderers (a
term used for early, mainly male, workers of
embroidery) recognised her work and her
educational contribution in 1914. She
organised groups and taught in many parts
of the country and was responsible for
completely renewing all the soft furnishings
within Winchester Cathedral.
Violet Speedwell is also a strong character,
sometimes unsure and wary but still
determined to make a meaningful life for
herself. I offer this novel to you as a rich
and satisfying read even if you are someone
who has no desire to ever pick up a needle.

Early in March of this year I went to 2
Temple Place in London to hear Tracy
Chevalier talk about her characters, both
fictional and not. The talk coincided with a
Publisher: The Borough Press textile exhibition there which included a
RRP: £14.99 (Hardback)
few pieces of work by Louisa Pesel herself. I
had planned a visit to Winchester Cathedral
to see these now quite historical pieces of
ISBN-10: 0008153817
embroidery that we would now call
ISBN-13: 978-0008153816
needlepoint but for obvious reasons that is
all on hold. Back in the 1980s or 90s I made

A Single Thread
Tracy Chevalier
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a hassock for church, as did many people.
The kneelers that had been there for
decades were thin, threadbare and tatty.
However, the kits that we used required
only a straightforward tent stitch to
complete them. I think the work at
Winchester Cathedral is on a rather higher
level and I hope I eventually get to see it.
It was rather serendipitous that the next
book I read was: Threads of Life by Clare
Hunter. This is really a social history of
sewing, alongside stories that form a
memoir of the author’s own experiences. I
found some chapters extremely moving,
showing how any sort of sewing could
enable someone to tell their story, to
record unbelievably difficult or painful
experiences and simply to find their own
identity, to show that they were here.
Hunter writes that it was the social
reformer Elizabeth Fry who first introduced
needlework into prisons, using patchwork as
a cheap and easy form of sewing that took
up little space. The women were able to
learn useful skills which they could utilise
upon release and as prisoners it provided
them with an absorbing and creative activity.
Prisoners of a different sort, in POW camps
in Singapore used quilting as a method of
keeping in touch with their menfolk who
were in separate camps. (Do you remember
the powerful TV series Tenko?) In Changi
prison they made 3 quilts to send to the
male camps, one British, one Australian and
one Japanese. The last was a decoy to
convince the guards their motives were
innocent and humanitarian. However, they
sewed motifs that would be meaningful to
their husbands. They stitched patriotism,
hope, defiance and love. The British quilt is
today archived at the Red Cross in London.

Threads of Life
Clare Hunter
Publisher: Sceptre
RRP: £9.99 (Paperback)
ISBN-10: 1473687934
ISBN-13: 978-1473687936
Other chapters deal with forms of
embroidery that give people a sense of
identity, in Palestine, the Ukraine and China.
In many parts of India and Africa there are
sewn textiles that are believed to offer
protection, to a new baby, a newly wedded
couple, a traveller, or someone approaching
the end of their life.
Maybe one of the chapters that I found
most interesting was the one which focused
on sewing and textiles within work. The
coming of the sewing machine was
welcomed as a tool which would help
women and make their lives easier. In fact it
did nothing of the sort as the sweatshops
around the world testify to this day. It is
fascinating how male and female jobs within
the industry became delineated with men
becoming tailors and women dressmakers.
When it suited society, needlework was a
gentle leisure occupation but at other times
it was working for your country and
providing money for your family.

Tracy Chevalier says of this book: ‘A
beautifully considered book … Clare Hunter
has managed to mix the personal with the
political with moving results.’ I agree with her.
Susan Brice
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The Challenge of Lockdown
and the “New Normal”
The Mission Support Group continues
to operate, albeit remotely, as we
continue to highlight Christian
mission in our home area and around
the world. Unfortunately, we were
unable to focus on New Leaf, our
cause for the quarter Apr-Jun, quite
as we had planned, other than to do
Outlook and website articles.
However, we will make a donation to
New Leaf and revisit the charity
sometime soon.

Future Focus
As we write, we are planning for our JulSep focus, Embrace the Middle East. We
hope that, as we move out of lockdown
towards the “new normal”, we may be able
to invite a speaker to an open church
building sometime in that period, whatever
the restrictions. Nevertheless, we will still
highlight this locally headquartered
Christian charity with Outlook articles, and
with information on the website as well as
(we pray) in church.
Outlook
In this month’s Outlook, we bring you
updates from some of our church’s chosen
causes, Mission Aviation Fellowship, One
Can, Ebenezer, and our link missionaries in
Brazil, Levi and Debora Santana. Each
shows how Christian mission is having to
adapt to the challenge of COVID 19 in
different areas of the world.

Challenging Times
However, we cannot avoid highlighting the
tremendous challenges that the charity
sector as a whole is facing in this period. It
is subject to a “perfect storm” combination
of circumstances, such as:

• A collapse in funding, due to a
numbers of factors, for example
cancellation of fundraising events (such
as the London Marathon and street
collections), closure of charity shops,
and of course decreased giving as
people’s incomes have shrunk, to name
just a few. Initial estimates of the loss
of funding over the first 12 weeks of
the crisis came to £4.3 billion (see the
NCVO website)
• Increased call on their resources, both at
home and overseas.
• Health restrictions on workers, paid and
unpaid, including many senior ablebodied folk here at home!
Government Support?
Lady Caroline Cox has raised the problems
of charities in the Houses of Parliament,
seeking further government support for the
sector, prodding the Treasury to find ways
of increasing funding and alleviating costs
for all such organisations. She recently said
in a speech that “the most important
challenge for civil society is not the
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preservation of any individual charity itself
but the vital support … for the
communities that they serve.” While
answers are awaited from the Treasury,
whatever support might be provided, there
is still likely to be a significant shortfall in
funding for charities for the foreseeable
future.
We Can Help!
This is where we all come in! The articles
we provide, highlighting mission charities,
are only examples you may wish to help.
We all need to prayerfully consider how we
can continue to support causes which God
has made dear to our hearts.
By giving … There are many ways we can
do so, and, as we move into a “new
normal”, we might need to find new ways
of giving that support? So, yes, we should
continue to donate what we feel we can;
we should do that efficiently, using Gift Aid
and gift-matching where available and where
appropriate.
… and by other ways. But as many of
us will have discovered from the appeals
we receive by letter and email, there are
also many more imaginative ways of giving
support from home. A number of
charities are encouraging people to take
up a “2.6” challenge, that is a sponsored
challenge based on some combinations of
the numbers 2 and 6 (from 26 miles in a
marathon!). So, for your favourite charity,
you might want to get people to sponsor:
your dog collecting a ball 26 times, or you
doing 6 two mile walks, just for example.
Now, MAF has a “7&5” challenge, this year
being the 75th anniversary of its founding
vision. Then again, a number of people
locally have volunteered to become

“street heroes” for the One Can
foodbank, collecting food donations from
their street and taking them to the One
Can warehouse. So, the possibilities are
probably endless! Should we need
inspiration, just look at what Capt (now
Honorary Colonel) Tom Moore did for
NHS charities by walking round his
garden; what a hero! It shows that we can
all do something, even from the comfort
of our own home, to meet the huge
challenges charities face in the “new
normal”. So, what will you be inspired to
do … ?

David Tester
Mission Support Group
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One Can Trust Update
The response to the Street Heroes
appeal has been really fantastic. The
Church community and our friends and
neighbours in the Hughenden area have
really taken the project to heart, thank
you for all the continued support.
Demand on the foodbank has soared
during the COVID 19 crisis, and it now
feeds over 450 people each week as well
as providing emergency food parcels to
those suddenly in need, for instance due
to a recent rise in domestic violence.

made out to One Can Trust, can be sent to
118, Duke Street, High Wycombe HP13
6EB. These donations enable any particular
shortages to be purchased immediately.
If you wish to volunteer phone 01494
512277 or leave a message at
onecan@live.co.uk.
At the moment fresh fruit and veg are not
being collected by the street heroes: there
is a generous donor who is providing a
plentiful supply on a regular basis, and it is
delivered and immediately stored in the
huge fridges. This makes life easier for the
warehouse staff when they are sorting the
food.
The foods that are needed most at the
moment are:
• Meatballs and hot dogs
• Tinned corned beef and ham

The warehouse is doing an amazing job
with receiving and packing the food for the
clients, at the same time ensuring the
wonderful volunteers are keeping safe and
complying with social distancing. It has been
necessary to reschedule the delivery times
for donations, so it is a good idea to check
on the website or our Church weekly
notices to see if there are any changes.
If you would like to consider making a
financial donation this will be very much
appreciated as the overheads on operating
the warehouse are considerable. A cheque,

• Tinned Halal meat and poultry
• Tinned vegetables, carrots, peas,
potatoes and sweetcorn
• Pasta and cook in sauce Pulses, kidney
beans, chickpeas etc.
It has been really inspiring to see so many
Street Heroes appearing all over the Parish
when we take our daily exercise. Thank you!

Barbara Willson
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In these uncertain times
We know you might feel unsure...
But flowers still grow, birds still sing
And waves still sweep the shore.
And with the rising
And setting of the sun,
Nature reminds us all
That brighter days will come.

From the recent National Trust magazine
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Update from Levi Santana
At the middle of May, Brazil had the
Pandemic in one way or another. For us it has
fourth highest official number of
been a challenging season. The kids really miss
COVID 19 infections, after only the
school and their friends too.
USA, Russia and the UK. It also had the
highest rate of transmission of the
Here in our city, any activity that causes a
disease. The federal Brazilian
crowd to gather has been prohibited. Churches
government's response to the
are also discouraging any activity which, with
pandemic has been
all the best intentions, exposes people and
controversial, and
increases the risk of spreading the virus.
individual state and
city governments
Empty streets are hardly good news
(like Goiania) have
for beggars and they are more
introduced their
exposed in all ways.
own measures.
Dear Friends from St Michael & All Angels,
These are such difficult times for everyone one
of us. We have all been affected by this

Lockdown will eventually end, but something
has shifted in the way people think, and our
volunteers have even expressed that we should
not resume our activities until a vaccine or
cure has been found. In terms of direct contact
with crowds of people.
We had a great Christmas on the Streets, and
continued our drop-ins as planned until the
end of February. Since Covid 19 we have not
been able to offer that service. But we have
paid a local business, with money from local
Christians, to make a total of 200 pack
lunches. Only two of us went out twice with
100 packs each time on 29/04 and 06/05
(food, drink and protective masks).
Our impression on the streets was that people
were very desperate but local authorities seem
to be getting some help to people who live in
and from the streets. Empty streets are hardly
good news for beggars and they are more
exposed in all ways. Rehabs are shut down for
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visits and no new admissions are possible. So
our charity has taken food, clothes etc to
those we can. We have also “adopted” a
Venezuelan family who was on the streets
and, along with a great number of generous
people, we have paid for their rent for 3
months now, and provided furniture and food
when needed.

The work continues but in a very different way.
We are now praying and discerning what we
will do in the coming months, but we will keep
you all posted.
Please pray:
• For continued wisdom
• That the work will survive beyond the
pandemic

• For the kids and us as we cope with no
schools
• For God to have his way in our lives and
ministry.
Levi Santana
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Mission Aviation Fellowship
Helping fight coronavirus in Africa
Throughout its 75-year history, MAF has
been serving isolated communities across
the developing world. Yet during the
outbreak of coronavirus, the word
‘isolation’ has taken on a whole new
meaning. The following is an update on
MAF’s response in the Africa region
published in early May.
Implementing every precaution to protect
its staff and the remote communities MAF
serves, the organisation has been quick to
offer support wherever possible. The first
call came on 28 March in Liberia, when
MAF Pilot Steven Biggs responded to a
request from Liberia’s Ministry of Health.
‘We flew a medical team to Zwedru to
test a suspected case,’ Steven explains. ‘A
coronavirus diagnosis in remote Liberia
could be devastating as there’s very little in
the way of health facilities here.’ (MAF’s
one-hour flight to test this case saved
medics a 20-hour journey on terrible roads.
We thank God that the test was negative
and pray that MAF would be used
strategically to help limit the spread of the
virus in this fragile nation.)
In South Sudan, President, Salva Kiir
Mayardit, publicly thanked MAF for its
support so far. On 11 April, the WHO and
South Sudan’s Ministry of Health asked
MAF to transport coronavirus test kits to
Wau, a two-hour flight from Juba. MAF

MAF staff wearing
facemasks in Kinshasa

Pilot Wim Hobo commented, ‘We are
happy to keep flying in South Sudan, and to
support the
people in this way.’ Communications Officer
Jenny Davies, based in Juba, has been in her
role for just eight weeks and has watched
the country brace itself for coronavirus. ‘It
feels like being on the edge of a precipice,’
she says. ‘Washing hands with soap seems
such an unlikely weapon in a country where
crises are usually fought with guns.’
Although testing in Africa is a real issue,
Henk-Jan Muusse, MAF’s Regional Director
for Africa, says most governments reacted
more swiftly than many of their European
counterparts. ‘We had Ebola in the
Democratic Republic of Congo very
recently, so Africa is used to fighting
viruses,’ he explains. ‘Authorities took it
very seriously because of their experience -
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Ebenezer,
Uganda

this could be one reason why the spread of
the disease appears to be slower in Africa.’
Henk-Jan is overseeing how MAF
operations can support African
governments during the crisis and is leaning
on God’s sovereignty during these uncertain
times. ‘We have the opportunity to pray for
those who are struggling more than
us,’ he concludes. ‘He is the one we cling to
and who gives us hope.’
You can find up-to-date details of flights
helping to tackle the virus on MAF’s
Facebook page at www.facebook.co.uk/
mafuk or by visiting the MAF website
www.maf-uk.org/news.
Prayer:
Heavenly Father, we thank You that You are
our refuge and strength during this very
strange and uncertain time. Please keep
every member of the MAF family safe, both
at home and overseas, as we all play our
part to bring an end to this crisis.
Mission Support Group

The following two emails from Charity
Loryn have been receieved recently by
Rita Pulley. They give news of the
Ebenezer children in Uganda at this
difficult time. [Ed.]
Dear Rita,
Greetings to you all in the beloved name of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
Yesterday in the house with only the members
of my family we held a church worship service
and I preached from the book of Psalms 23:4
“Even though I walk through the darkest valley,
(Or the valley of the shadow of death) I will
fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and
your staff, they comfort me” With the deadly
virus of COVID 19 in mind, I appealed to my
family not to fear. Pointing them to Jesus, the
Good Shepherd, I reminded them our Lord who
is with believers at all times ( John 10:11, 14),
promised to be with us always (Matthew
28:20). He is with us when we walk over
rough ground (Psalm 23:4). Jesus said, "I give
them eternal life, and they will never perish,
and no one will snatch them out of my hand"
( John 10:28). It is interesting to observe that
the "shadow of death" drew David closer to
the Lord.

As we continue to draw closer to the Lord let
us remember Gods people especially the
vulnerable children and the poor of the
world.
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Prayer request: Here at Ebenezer Children
Centre Orphanage Home things are not good
at all. The Country is at lock-down and all
schools have since been closed forcing most of
our children who did not have family to leave
the orphanage. We decided to attach these
children (in small numbers of 2 or 3) to some
church families. The children are so far doing
very well however, the challenge is only one.
The expense is high in the sense that each
family which is keeping these children have
other children of their own and there they
claim that the distribution of food sent to
them (weekly) is not enough. We are not yet
starving though but should this crisis and lockdown over stay, then a need to reinforce with
food, medical supplies etc, will be necessary
without delay.

all of them with food, medicine etc. All of you
know how expensive it can be if you are
cooking to feed 10 children in the house or
supplying food to 10 children leaving
separately. The difference makes it expensive.
The Government has warmed that workers
shouldn't be laid off. Our teachers are
continually receiving half of their salaries even
when schools are closed.
We are appealing to our supporters to pray for
us to be able to manage under this crisis.
Uganda remain under lockdown even with very
minimal COVID 19 cases. Please, pray.
God bless you all.
Charity Loryn

It’s my prayer and appeal therefore to all our
supporters to stand with us in these bad
difficult days.
God bless you so much.
Charity Loryn

Thanks so much for your email and the
information about the family especially your
daughter Alison. We are praying for you and all
the supporters of Ebenezer Children.
A request that I wish to put forward for
prayers is that due to the Corona virus
pendamic the cost of living has doubled, gone
higher making our expenditures abnormally
bigger. The children are with theire relatives/
gurdains and those without are attached to
the church family members where we supply
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Holy Day in June
22nd June - St Alban, Britain’s first Christian martyr
Alban was the very first Christian
martyr in Britain - or at least the first
we know of. A ‘martyr’ is someone
who has died for the faith - the word
literally means ‘witness’. He was
probably killed during the persecution
under the emperor Diocletian in the
early years of the fourth century, in the
late stages of the Roman occupation of
Britain. His martyrdom took place in
the amphitheatre outside the Roman
city of Verulamium, which is now St
Albans, in Hertfordshire.
The church historian Bede, writing six
hundred years after Alban‘s death, records
that Alban was a Roman citizen (possibly a
soldier) who gave shelter to a priest who
was being hunted by the Romans. During
the priest’s stay in his home, Alban was
converted to the Christian faith. When the
soldiers eventually tracked the priest down,
they arrived at Alban’s house and insisted
on searching it. What they found was
Alban dressed in the priest’s clothes, while
their real prey escaped. They arrested
Alban and demanded that he make a
sacrifice to the Emperor - a common test
of loyalty. He refused. He was then
condemned to death and taken into the
amphitheatre, which still stands in the fields
below St Alban’s Abbey, to be put to death.
One of his executioners was converted,
Bede claims, but the other one took a
sword and beheaded him.

He was buried nearby, on a site where a
shrine was later erected. In the early fifth
century two Continental bishops,
Germanus of Auxerre and Lupus of Troyes,
were sent to Britain and record that they
visited the shrine of Alban at Verulamium.
The date of their visit was given as 429.
The martyrdom of Alban is a reminder that
Christianity was planted first in these
islands during the Roman occupation,
though it was all but extinguished in
England in the dark centuries that followed,
until people like David, Cuthbert and the
other Celtic missionaries restored the faith
in many parts of the land - especially in the
north. The fact that his shrine existed and
was venerated right through to the time of
Bede also demonstrates that the faith did
not die out completely, even in the south of
England.
Not a great deal is known about Alban
apart from the story of his martyrdom, but
what we do know is probably enough to
give him a substantial claim to be the patron
saint of England ahead of the foreigner St
George.
From the Parish Pump
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God in the Arts
‘I am the true vine’
Jesus the Good Shepherd has been a
popular inspiration for artists from the
earliest days of Christianity. But this
month we focus on another image that
has been just as powerful and influential
from the first centuries of the Church:
Jesus the vine.
We think of grapes and the vine as symbols
of the Eucharist and the sacrifice of Jesus,
but early artists borrowed their inspiration
from Greek and Roman sources with
Dionysos (or Bacchus), the god of wine.
For pagan believers, wine was a sign of
intoxication and renewal of life, and
Dionysos was a god who died and rose
again. Under that influence, sculptors would
carve vines on Christian tombs as a sign of
that promise of new life.
But those artists were also influenced by
the vine as an image of the people of Israel
in the Old Testament, with God as the
vintner tending his vine, as they were
influenced by our Lord’s own words in St
John’s Gospel. When Jesus talked of Himself
as the vine, He was pointing to two truths.
The first was the connection between the
vine and the grapes: it was a symbol for the
intimate relationship between Jesus and His
followers. They are the grapes, because
they receive their fruitfulness from Jesus.
Without Him, there would be no growth,
no maturity, no fruit. ‘Whoever remains in
Me, with Me in him, bears fruit in plenty.’

The second truth in this image is the wine
that can bring life a new taste. Just as Jesus
changed water into wine, His whole life was
one of transformation – bringing water to
the thirsty, sight to the blind, light to those
in darkness, forgiveness to the sinner, and
eternal life to those burdened by this world
and the reality of death. The wine is a
symbol of that goodness and flavour, both
in creation and in salvation – the wine at
the dinner party, and the wine in the chalice
in communion. Jesus as the true vine brings
that flavour and goodness to us.

Icon of Christ the true vine, from the
16th century, housed in the Byzantine
and Christian Museum in Athens
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Both truths speak out to us from this
month’s image of Jesus in an icon. In the
Orthodox Church the icon is a window
into the kingdom of heaven. As we stand
and pray before the icon, if we can bridge
‘the distance of the heart’ (the space
between the human eye and the icon), then
God can reveal His glory to us. Here we
see the face of Jesus in a 16th century icon,
which is in the Byzantine and Christian
Museum in Athens – the icon of Christ the
true vine. He looks out at us, the Gospel
book in His lap and His hands outstretched
to bless the 12 disciples. The icon illustrates
very vividly that metaphor of Jesus when
He says that He is the vine and they are the
branches. But those hands are also
welcoming us to be with the 12: they invite
us to offer our lives to live in Jesus.
Anselm Grün, a German Benedictine, tells
how one of his fellow monks wondered
what a difference there would have been if
Jesus had said, ‘I am a slimming camomile
tea.’ But no, He says to us in the Gospel
and in the icon, ‘I am the true vine’: live in
Me like my 12 disciples and your lives can
be fruitful in my service.
Revd Michael Burgess
From the Parish Pump

June 1940
A month to remember
June 1940 – 80 years ago – was a
dramatic month in the Second World
War, and one which saw two of the
most memorable speeches in English.
As the evacuation of Allied Forces from
Dunkirk was completed, recently appointed
Prime Minister Winston Churchill told the
House of Commons on 4th June: “We shall
fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the
landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields
and in the streets, we shall fight in the hills;
we shall never surrender.”

Surprisingly he did not broadcast it to the
nation: it was not recorded until 1949, “for
posterity.” When he spoke, the French had not
surrendered, and the idea that “in God’s good
time” the USA might conceivably have to ride
to the aid of a ‘subjugated’ England actually
depressed as many people as it invigorated.
Two weeks later, on the 18th June, with the
battle in France lost, Churchill did address
the country directly with a rallying call in
what must indeed have seemed a very dark
hour. “The Battle of Britain,” he said, “is
about to begin. Upon this battle depends
the survival of Christian civilisation.” He
concluded by saying that if Britain were to
last a thousand years, people would still say,
“This was their finest hour.”
Tim Lenton
From the Parish Pump
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From the
Potting Shed
I’m sure your garden is looking really
good with all the lovely weather we
have been having. Whatever else may
have been cancelled in the last few
months, spring certainly happened . I
have been enjoying beautiful woodland
walks, surrounded by all manner of
wildflowers and in the Chilterns I’m
sure the beech trees have been showing
off that glorious young, bright green,
with leaves full of summer.
That reminds me we are coming up to
midsummer's day, our wedding anniversary.
“Married in the month of roses - June, Life will
be one long honeymoon”. Well, so the saying
goes. As I look up from my deckchair, I can
see Old MacGregor wheezing and snoring
away in his old armchair, in the doorway of
his shed. I won’t wake him to say that one
of those rabbits is at his precious lettuces
again.

Beech trees
4. Stake tall perennials before they need it.
5. Weed so that plants aren’t choked. Try
to remove dandelions before they seed
again.

Anyway, jobs for June:

6. Harvest salad crops and re-sow another
batch. Remember, baby salad leaves will
grow on a kitchen windowsill . You could
recycle a plastic container or even an egg
box.

1. Pinch the side shoots out of your
tomato plants so that they put their
strength into producing fruit.

Enjoy the green that is all around us this
month and remember to count your
blessings.

2. Water if necessary but maybe plan to
grow more drought resistant plants in
the future.
3. Wait for bulb foliage to die down before
trimming and tidying.

Yours,
Cecily MacGregor
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Our Mission is

And when the sun scorches, and the thorns threaten, and the storms around life’s
garden blow – your roots will hold, and hold secure, because you’re planted in the
love of the Father.

Planted in the love of the Father you can grow, dear one; watered by the spring of
the Spirit His fruit you’ll show.

To enable all to follow Jesus Christ
We shall live out this mission through
Prayer, Presence, Persuasion and Proclamation by:

Leading lives centred on Jesus Christ
That are steadfastly based on the Bible and prayer.
That are based on Jesus’ example.
By being ambassadors of Christ to our friends, families,
neighbours, and work and school colleagues.

Being seen and known
in the wider Community by
Understanding the communities in which we live
and seeking to be fully involved in those communities.

Building appropriate bridges between our church and our community.
Taking every opportunity to share the good news about Jesus Christ.

Offering and receiving spiritual
and practical support and development
That is appropriate to wherever people are on their spiritual journey.

That is based on worship that is honouring to God
and accessible and relevant to all.

That is led by prayer that engages with the will of God and his purposes.

