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Welcome to Your Church
This magazine serves the parish in which our beautiful
church of St. Michael & All Angels is situated. Outlook
aims to give you a flavour of what it is to live in
Hughenden and to worship here.
There has been a place of worship and prayer on this
site since the 12th century and today the church is
open for anyone wishing to wander around or sit a
while in its peace. We are an open, welcoming and
inclusive church where there are many
opportunities for fellowship, social activities
and of course the possibility for spiritual
growth.
Outlook is published monthly
excluding August and January.
Articles or comments can be
submitted to mag@hughenden
parishchurch.org.uk. The
deadline is the 15th of the month.
If you would like the magazine
delivered then please contact
Andrew Cole - 01494 442191.

We hope you find something here
to interest, inform or enlighten you.
We wish you well and would love to
have the chance to get to know you.
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Dear Readers
We are hoping that when we get to the
next edition of the magazine, the June
edition, we may be able to be back in
print. Until then, we hope we have
included this month among the more
sober reports, something to lift your
spirits, or to give you some ideas to use
your time usefully! In particular, as you
are reading this on line, we include
references to just a few of the many
(improving!) entertainments which can
be viewed free on line, and we have
provided links to click to start you on
your way.

We are conscious that not all our usual
readers will be able to view this digital
version of the magazine. If anyone can print
a few pages for neighbours and safely
deliver them (by throwing them over the
fence?) that would be a kindness. Much of
the general support and information about
our present situation is available on line
(and indeed some of what follows contains
direct links to places of information or
entertainment), which means that those
who are not on the internet may miss out.
The danger is this may lead to increased
isolation.

Our band of St Michael’s
Helpers is seeking to allay
If you need assistance (or just a
in amongst the
friendly chat) or know someone loneliness,
other services it is performing:
who does, please contact
delivering shopping, collecting
prescriptions and the like. If
07526 780096.
you need assistance (or just a
However, there ARE sobering reports of
friendly chat) or know someone who does,
the effects of the Coronavirus and the
please contact 07526 780096.
attempts to stem it in the Ebenezer
Children’s Centre and on persecuted
Jane and Christopher Tyrer
Christians across the world. We are all
Editors
aware of the dangers and privations faced
by so many in their home or work lives at
this time, and the stresses on those seeking
to minimise the risk. If you wish prayers to
be said for the world, or for you or your
loved ones, send them to: prayer@
hughendenparishchurch.org.uk.
We are sorry to record the death of
Darrell Hamley, who was a long time
We are all grateful for those who keep
contributor to Outlook where his ‘On
going in their work or as volunteers to help
the Wilder Side’ column was a always a
us all.
delight.
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From the Vicarage

Keith Johnson
Vicar

St Michael & All Angels,
Hughenden

What a difference a few
weeks can make. It doesn’t
seem like very long ago
that I was gazing across the
calm waters of the Sea of
Galilee, as our memorable
pilgrimage to the Holy Land
was drawing towards a
close, marvelling at another
breath-taking sunrise, and
reflecting upon all that we
had seen and heard, felt
and imagined as we
retraced the steps of Christ
together from cradle to
cross, from Bethlehem, to
Jerusalem, to Nazareth and
Capernaum.
As we tune in to the latest
government updates, listen to

I am very aware that my life has
been affected a lot less than
many. I continue to work from
my study in the vicarage, and my
chief pursuits are staying in
touch with members of our
church and community, and
endeavouring to plan our weekly
St Michael’s @ 10 service
broadcasts on our YouTube
channel – which can also be
accessed through Facebook and
our church website.
I miss meeting with people a
great deal and have developed
from a novice to a keen
amateur at Zoom videoconferencing in a short space
of time (you must try Zoom if
you haven’t done so yet!)
In my many telephone
conversations, many
have reflected upon
what is really important
in life, what we miss and what
we don’t during the lockdown,
and how we might resolve to
live our lives differently once
restrictions are lifted.

wonderful to clap and cheer each
Thursday evening at 8.00 pm
the advice of experts in the field
of medicine, watch our cousins
in neighbouring countries and
how their lives are also being
impacted by the coronavirus, no
one is brave enough to say with
any degree of certainty how
long restrictions will last, nor
calculate how the lifting of
restrictions might impact
especially the most vulnerable in
our society.

Relationships seem to come
out on top every time: our
relationships with each other
and with God. God has made
us as relational beings, even
those of us who might consider
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ourselves introverts and have enjoyed the
opportunity for an extended period inside
enjoying our own company.
Of course there are many amongst us who
are living alone and would love to have a
friend, family member or neighbour around
for a cup of tea and a sticky bun, but the
best we can do is have a socially permitted
shout from two metres apart at the
doorstep, or perhaps over the garden fence.

Hasn’t it been heart-warming to see our local
communities come alive with practical help
and support to those who have been advised
to stay isolated at home? Modern technology
has come into its own and silver surfers have
become WhatsApp aficionados overnight.
Where is God in all this mess? He is alongside
the sick and the grieving, the vulnerable and
the lonely, the NHS doctor and nurse and
care home worker who are working their
socks off with little rest or sleep and feel as if
they have nothing else to give.

Hasn’t it been wonderful to clap and cheer
and bang our saucepan lids with wooden
spoons each Thursday evening at 8.00 pm,

to celebrate and thank the work of our
medical and care professionals.
More recognition has also been given to other
occupations which are so often take for
granted, but our key to our society functioning
well: such as bus drivers, refuse collectors, those
who keep our utilities and tele-communications
operating, shop workers, petrol station
attendants, parish clerks and councillors and an
extraordinary number of volunteers.

God is at work in the hearts of all those
who are demonstrating love and
compassion in these difficult times.
God is always there, should we choose to
come to him in prayer, to lay our burdens
at the foot of his cross, and to ask him to
lift their weight, and to give us his peace.
Telling God exactly how we are feeling can
be so liberating, and good for us – why not
try it today?
Come to me, all you who are weary and
heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.
Matthew 11:28

God bless you and your loved ones.
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Lockdown in Lima
Our son Paul and his wife Sarah work
for Church Mission Society in Peru.
They live in a flat in a suburb of Lima
with their three daughters, Sophia, 7,
Emily, 5, and Annabelle, 3 and are
members of a church in a
disadvantaged part of the city. This
extract from their latest newsletter
describes the current situation in Peru
and some reactions to it.
‘Uncertainty has become
a new norm worldwide. As
we face the challenges of
this world, in the words of
Hebrews 10:23: “Let us
hold unswervingly to the
hope we profess, for he
who promised is faithful.”

We are currently in lockdown in Lima.
Borders are closed, cars are not allowed on
the roads, and there is a total curfew from
8.00 pm - 5.00 am. The only reason you
may leave your home is to go alone to the
shop, pharmacy or doctor. Children are not
allowed outside of their homes. The girls
had been on school summer holidays from
mid-December, they went back to classes
for the first week of March and then
classes were suspended. Poor Sophia
hugged her friends and broke down in
tears. Still, praise God, Annabelle had

cars are not allowed on the roads,
and there is a total curfew from
8.00 pm - 5.00 am
settled in quickly to nursery and we had
had the foresight to buy two tiny pet
rabbits the day before lockdown was
announced. These have helped the girls
enormously.

Heading in to church

Amid the uncertainty, we seek to “consider
how we may spur one another on towards
love and good deeds”, as Hebrews 10
continues. Paul is part of supporting CMS’s
people in mission across the region. He
preached “at church” via YouTube on Sunday
and is continuing to support those younger
leaders at church and beyond. Hebrews
continues, “not giving up meeting together,
as some are in the habit of doing, but
encouraging one another”, so we continue to
meet virtually!
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Lima people applaud the emergency
services at 8.00 pm. One evening a
WhatsApp message circulated across the
city to say we would also sing the national
anthem. No-one was bold enough to start it
off until Sarah remembered her cornet! She
is now blasting it out of the window every
evening while the neighbours sing along.’
“Blasting” may not be a description
normally appreciated by a gifted cornet
player, but it certainly reflects Sarah’s
efforts to encourage the singing from
neighbours’ windows! Would it catch on
here?’

All the family

Sarah is also aiming to contact a friend who
is alone during lockdown, or a single parent,
to encourage them daily. Over the last year
Sarah has been trying to bring together some
friends who are also mums and last year did
a couple of Messy Church-style events with
the hope it might also lead to an Alpha
Parenting course. She has now added these
friends to a WhatsApp group where ideas
can be shared of how to keep our kids fit
and content, the crazier the better! It is also
becoming a source of support. When a
friend’s daughter had a birthday, without the
party that had been planned, the other
children sent happy birthday videos. Another
day, Sarah was also able to share a short
Bible passage and reflection.
Community is so important during these
times. Every evening during lockdown in

A recent further restriction is that men and
women must go shopping on alternate days.
The main reaction to this has been a spate
of jokes about the shopping habits of the
different sexes!
While conditions in Peru may be different
from here, we are all living with uncertainty,
and can all be encouraged by the quotation
from Hebrews: “Let us hold unswervingly
to the hope we profess, for he who
promised is faithful.”
Charlotte Tester
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All Change in Bucks
April 1st probably passed by unnoticed
(apart from the odd April Fools’ jokes)
for most people in our “new normal” checking on family members, wondering
if the queues at the supermarket and
the chemist were worth the effort (or
the necessity), taking the permitted
exercise and so on.

It was however a day of significant change in
local government here in Buckinghamshire:
a change that, what with one thing and
another, most of us may well have
overlooked. This was the day when the new
Buckinghamshire Council (note - not
“County”) came into operation. Because of
Covid-19, the planned election to the new
Council has been delayed by one year and
the shadow councillors “rolled over” from
the shadow council, which has been
preparing to take over and was already in
operation. These “Shadow Councillors”
would have been replaced after the
elections by new and elected members.

The first employee of the “new” County
Council, in 1899, was Mrs Crook,
housekeeper at the Judges’ Lodgings in
Aylesbury. The Judges’ Lodgings were the
accommodation facilities that used to
support and provide housing for travelling
judges and staff as they moved round from
Assize Court to Assize Court. Aylesbury,
Oxford and Reading were the local Assize
Courts on the “Oxford Circuit.” These
peregrinations ended with the Courts Act
1971, which created the Crown Court
system which we know today. It was in the
Lodgings that Mr Justice Edmund Davies
stayed whilst he tried the Great Train
Robbery case in 1966. The Lodgings are
situated behind the former Crown Court,
at the southern end of Market Square in
Aylesbury. The actual Crown Court moved
in 2018 to the former Magistrates’ Court in
Walton Street. Now the courtroom (in
which one of us presided) is empty, awaiting

The following information was taken from
information provided by the old
Buckinghamshire County Council.
When Buckinghamshire County Council
was created on the 1st April 1889, the
population of Buckinghamshire was
185,000: it is now 554,080. Average life
expectancy at birth was then 46, 50% of
population was under 25, the fertility rate
for women was 4.11 and the population of
the whole of the United Kingdom was 34.9
million.

Logo for the
new council
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a decision on its future; the lodgings behind
are now used for County Councillors’
Meetings.
In 1887, so just two years older than the
then “new” Buckinghamshire County
Council, High Wycombe saw the
foundation of Wycombe Wanderers
Football Club. Its founding meeting was in
the Steam Engine Pub in Station Road. By
1896, they had progressed enough to move
to Loakes Park, their home for 95 years
before moving to their current site at
Adams Park. The old site is now a car park
for Wycombe General Hospital. Started by
young furniture workers nicknamed, then as
now, the Chairboys, it has progressed well
over the years and has been at the top of
League One for most of this season. Come
on Chairboys!
Buckinghamshire Council is now a unitary
local authority, covering most of the
ceremonial county of Buckinghamshire. It
was created in April 2020 from the areas
that were previously administered by
Buckinghamshire County Council and the
districts of Aylesbury Vale, Chiltern, South
Bucks and Wycombe District. Only Milton
Keynes, within the County but separate, is
an independent Unitary Authority in its
own right.
Jane and Christopher Tyrer

The winter
is past
Come drown with me,
Drown with me in deep delight
For lighter mornings
Sounding bright with bird-song
Frail at first, then growing stronger,
A pin-point that, from its tiny throat
Dares to pierce the darkness
(A blanket of traffic’s hum)
The blackbird and I relax and sing,
We startle the darkness
He claims hopes of Springtime
And so do I
He thrills with an outburst of
Song to the sky
May my heart so be filled with
Praise and delight
As I sing to the Lord of all
Darkness and light
I. G. Bevan
1998
You can hear the blackbird’s song at:
www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-kids/
facts-about-nature/facts-about-birds/
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ALPHA ONLINE
First Session: Monday 4th May at 7.30 pm
What’s Alpha all about?
Alpha is a course where people can
explore life’s big questions whilst
learning more about Christianity,
themselves and the group around
them. It is great for people of all
ages and backgrounds, with lifelong
friendships often resulting from the
shared experience.

Why is it for me?
You may know about
Christmas and Easter but
there is more than presents
and chocolate eggs to the
Christian Faith! An estimated
2 billion people worldwide
follow the teachings of Jesus.

I don’t believe all that stuff but i do have some questions
about life, especially at this time - would this help me?
Over the last 40 years, more than 24 million people have undertaken Alpha. They
too often come with questions or with heavy hearts, finding the films and the
group discussions very helpful. Whether or not they (or you) want to embrace the
Christian faith at the end of the course is entirely a personal matter but our goal is
to help you move forward positively for the rest of your life.

How will Alpha Online work?
We will be using Zoom to bring the participants together, so you will need access to a tablet, laptop,
desktop computer or a smartphone - if your device has a camera and an audio facility, you should be able
to join in. Please don’t worry about the technicalities as we have a simple way to link you in and a very
friendly technical guy who can assist with any problems! Each of the sessions will last for about an hour
and it would be great if you can make all 11 sessions, but don't worry if you cannot make some of them.

Find out more or sign up:
Call or text Frank Hawkins on 07850 150562 or
email: frankwhawkins@aol.com
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Hughenden Valley
Village Store
For the community, by the community
Shop Same-day Grocery Home Delivery and Collection Service
Our ‘Home Delivery Hub’
We are now taking phone and email orders for all our usual retail lines for same-day delivery
or collection. For phone orders call: 01494 568653 between 11.00 am and 3.00 pm Monday
to Saturday. Email orders - email from anytime up until 3.00 pm Monday to Saturday to
shop@valleyshop.org
For more information visit our website: valleyshop.org or our Facebook: hughendenvillage
storeandcoffeeshop

Hello everyone and hope you are
staying safe and well.
It’s only 3 weeks today since we opened
our new Home Delivery Hub and it has
been so busy! I would just like to say a
massive THANK YOU to all the fantastic
volunteers who are supporting the staff and
who are all working so hard - from the
shop team, taking orders and packing up
deliveries, to the delivery drivers, the
newspaper delivery team, cash and carry
shoppers, the technical support and the
local suppliers who are all doing such an
amazing job. We have delivered over 1450
orders so far!
On a sad note, a (hopefully temporary)
goodbye to Emilie who is stepping back to

concentrate on her Uni work. She has
worked almost every day since 25th March,
supporting the team of supervisors with
taking orders, as well as bringing a smile to
everyone's faces with her bag designs - she
has done an amazing job - thank you and
good luck in your studies Emilie.
Thank you all once again and stay safe,
Louise

Emilie has been decorating the delivery bags in
a most delightful way. She asks that all those
who get bags should decorate them
themselves before leaving them out for
collection and redistribution. Who knows we
may discover unknown talents. Eds
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Bookends
I love books and I love reading so I
suppose it is no surprise that I am also
very fond of books that are about
reading. Maybe it shows me that I am
not alone and that other people are as
passionate and well, yes, maybe
obsessive about this pastime as I am and
really always have been. It is a mystery
where this condition came from. My
parents were not remotely bookish and
they possessed just one small 3 shelf
bookcase that contained a rather
random collection of novels, mainly
from the 30s and 40s as well as a few
ghastly Readers Digest abridgements.

I had more books than this in my bedroom
by the time I was 8. I don’t remember ever
seeing either of them actually read a book
although my father had this strange affinity
to 6 cream hardbacks about the Second
World War by Winston Churchill. He
frequently went abroad on business and
always packed one of these in his case. In

Howards End is on
the Landing
Susan Hill
Publisher: Profile Books
RRP: £8.99 (Paperback)
ISBN-10: 1846682665

ISBN-13: 978-1846682667

the end it became a bit of a family joke but
actually I don’t think he ever turned a page.
I would read anything by Susan Hill and she
probably deserves her own Bookends
article, but when I bought ‘Howard’s End is
on the landing,’ I didn’t really know what I
was buying. It turned out to be a book
about books. Describing a house which
didn’t need painting or wallpapering
because every wall was floor to ceiling
bookcases, she decided that book buying
and borrowing had to stop...at least for a
while. Hill determined to take a year when
she would only read or reread the books
that she already had. She then goes on to
tell of the pleasures of that reading year.
Reader, I did the same. I banned myself
from pressing that Amazon button, I turned
the other way when walking passed
Waterstones, I determined not to enter the
doorway of Daunts and I simply read what
was already on my shelves. It was fun and I
think maybe I should do it again. It was
interesting to note that age and experience,
in a way the narrative of your life, changes
your response to various authors and texts.
I had devoured all of Thomas Hardy as a
teenager and adored it. Later though I
found a lot of it profoundly frustrating. The
characters kept missing each other by 10
seconds and inevitably this plunged them
into some sort of deep despair. Dickens, on
the other hand, I had found fairly
impenetrable when young but on later
reading it flowed and was fascinating. What
books are on your shelves that could be
happily revisited?
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Lucy Mangan is young enough to be my
daughter but I am absolutely certain that we
would enjoy having lunch together. The only
problem might be that the food would
congeal and go cold as we would not being
able to stop talking about what we had
loved and read as a child. ‘Bookworm, a
memoir of childhood reading,’ is like eating
your favourite chocolate bar with a large
cappuccino and knowing there is a second
chocolate bar in the kitchen if needed. I felt I
was having a conversation with the author,
as we moved through the works of Enid
Blyton (controversial), Noel Streatfield,
Dodie Smith, CS Lewis, Mary Norton,
Johanna Spyri … I could go on but am at
risk of exceeding the required word count.
And then of course there were the books I
met with my children and still love today.
Lucy Mangan writes with passion about
‘Where the wild things are’ and of course
we both love Shirley Hughes and Judith Kerr
and absolutely anything either of them
writes or illustrates! I know we would get
on because we were both children who had
to be persuaded (or sometimes forcefully
told) to put the book down and go and play.
If that was you too, you will love this book.

Bookworm
Lucy Mangan
Publisher: Vintage
RRP: £8.99 (Paperback)
ISBN-10: 1784709220
ISBN-13: 978-1784709228

The Child that
Books Built
Francis Spufford
Publisher: Faber & Faber
RRP: £12.99
(Hardback)

ISBN-10: 0805072152
ISBN-13: 978-0805072150

Francis Spufford would definitely understand
Lucy Mangan but in his book ‘The child that
books built,’ he goes further and deeper. It
makes me think of taking an ‘O’ level (yes, I
am that old) and then moving on in the sixth
form to ‘A’ level. He is definitely another
addict who has tried to make sense of the
power of reading, particularly childhood
reading. Literature at any level can be a way
of understanding life and the world and it
can deeply affect our perceptions of people
and situations. Strong stuff. The author
explores the need to enter different worlds,
vicariously of course, although it does not
feel like that at the time of reading. He looks
at the need to escape and the need to feel
that you belong. For many readers, for many
children books fulfil this desire.

During these difficult weeks we all need to
find positives. Surely having the time to read
more than we would normally do must
count as one of these.
Susan Brice

12
Curate on the Camino … LOCKDOWN
Reflections following the Pilgrimage to Santiago
With all that’s been going on in the
world, with a global pandemic having
affected pretty much every country on
the planet, I find my thoughts wandering
to those I walked, talked, laughed, sang
and prayed with along “The Way of St
James” to Santiago de Compostela.

THREE Generations of Pilgrims (With
Richard) …

Locked Down with Nowhere to Go …
One of the things I love, is to be able to
come alongside others as we talk, laugh,
sing, worship and learn together. Much as I
did when on the Camino!!
Peregrinos! … Celebrating!!!
So now, a catch up on some of those
whom I shared the path with … and
sometimes a meal with … and sometimes a
hug … and sometimes a sunset … and
sometimes a dormitory … But always
sharing God’s LOVE …

One family became famous along the
Camino because 3 generations were
walking together (more or less). They spoke
freely of their Catholic faith and how the
Camino had influenced them (in a good
way!) It was a real privilege to introduce
them to Richard on our last day in Spain…
And a real honour to be asked to pray for
them before we parted ways.
Each day, people would set off as early in
the morning as their blisters, aches and
pains allowed. For those who set off early,
walking gently, the Grandad was the one to
walk with … The Grandson started late but
walked fast … For the rest of us, we might
walk a while with the Dad.
For now, they’re back in America and it
seems they’re still having a huge influence in
the lives of those they meet. Each seems to
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Meanwhile, in New York …
Viv and I very often joined in a “Pilgrim
Mass” in the evenings … She’s Puerto Rican
so was able to translate during the sermon.
Alex (“Hong-Kong-not-Brazil”) loved coming
with us as she had never been in a church
before … First one ready, every time!!

pop up in different pictures, helping the
community in all sorts of ways. At the
moment, they’re opening their caravan park
for “essential workers” in health care to
take a break or be refreshed (while socialdistancing, or course!)
The Italian Contingent …
B is a lass who comes from Italy:
“I live in Lombardy, the most infected region in
Italy … everything has been closed from 3
weeks now … only the ambulance sirens are
heard and the army arrived yesterday to
control the town … I assure you that here the
situation is quite dramatic … my mom was in
the hospital working and now she is in the
hospital as a patient. She has been 2 days in
intensive care and the therapy starts working
… my cousin died yesterday and I am in
quarantine … but I have to be positive and
use all the resilience that I have!!!”

Here’s what Viv had to say:
“I live in New York and this is scary. I work in
healthcare so I see what it is doing the
frontline. I am in mental health and seeing
medical providers, brave but afraid is so hard.
I have always been a person of faith so I pray
all day every minute to get by. I live in New
York City Queens which is the hardest hit area.
My friend’s mother passed away Wednesday
and she cannot have access to her mother’s
body … Ohhh and in front of my brother’s
house in Manhattan, they have built a
makeshift morgue in anticipation of all the
people we will lose … TJ, how I sing and think
about our faith talks and our songs. “Here I
am Lord” (I sing this at work). Bless you all.”
This News From Canada …
This whole group went ahead to the next
village and saved me THE LAST BED in the
whole village … In their dorm!
They greeted me with such warmth!
Tanya, a Canadian, sent this message:
“I am doing well here in Chile - flying back
to Canada tomorrow. Same situation in
Chile - most places are closed and social
distancing is expected. I will have to selfisolate for 14 days. Times are rough but we
will all get through this together.”
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Two weeks later, now back in Canada, she
wrote:
“I am watching the US very closely (I’m in
Windsor across from Detroit) and I am praying
for all of the population … Windsor health
care professionals cross the border to work in
Michigan and are coming back spreading the
virus - our population is only 200 000 but we
now have over 50 cases alone due to border
crossing.

miles seemed to pass very quickly. He
would proclaim loudly to anyone who would
listen, “Anyone who wants to talk about
spirituality MUST walk with TJ! … For at
least one hour! This should be mandatory!”
I shut him up with an ice cream!
Alex was sometimes walking alongside as I
chatted to Richard in the mornings and I
was there to “meet” his wife when they
Skyped or phoned each other. He was
using the time away to think about his
marriage and the future etc. and spoke to
her about the things we had been talking
about that day.
I caught up with Alex a week ago … by text.

He ended the messages with,

In Brazil … (where they speak
Portuguese)
“Here in Brazil, we are going to use a drug
that fights malaria. It is a remedy that we
have a large stock and have a low price.
I am praying that it will work and we will get
out of this confinement as soon as possible!
May God bless all of you pilgrim friends!”

I Saved the Best News Until Last!!! …

Alex and I walked about the same pace and
were able to talk about all sorts of things
from faith to fitness, philanthropy to
photography and everything in between!
We talked about our spouses (A LOT) and
our families and shared our faith stories.
Despite having attended a Catholic school,
Alex wanted to learn more about God and
WHY we believe the things we do. The

Alex: My wife is Pregnant, by the way … Baby
Arthur is on the way. Due end of May!
Me: BTW … I’ve just been doing the maths!!
Alex: Yeah, one month after I was back …
You are part of it …
Hope he will have the chance to meet
you someday.
Me: I deny all knowledge … Well done you
both … Prayers for a safe delivery.
In the meantime, I’m continuing the
lockdown with a stroll round the garden!
Hoping that I will one day get to meet
these lovely pilgrims again somewhere!
I’m wearing my New York City hoodie for
you, Viv!
Buen Camino!
Revd Tracey Jones (TJ)
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Ebenezer Children’s Centre &
Orphanage, Uganda
Firstly I will give you the good news.
Charity was safely delivered of their
second baby last week – a baby girl who
has been named Michelle. Praise the
Lord. A daughter for Geoffrey and a
baby sister for Taylor. Charity led an
“at home” church service last Sunday
with family members only. As a licenced
preacher in their church Charity
preached from Psalm 23 .

The expense is high in the sense that each
family who are keeping these children have
other children of their own and they say that
the distribution of food sent to them weekly is
not enough. We are not starving yet, but
should this crisis and lock down continue for
long then a need to reinforce with food,
medical supplies, etc. will be necessary without
delay.
It is my prayer and appeal therefore to all our
supporters to please stand with us in these
bad and difficult days.’
The next transfer of funds by The Scriptural
Knowledge Institution will take place at the
end of May. If you feel that you would like
to help with a gift, it needs to be with Rita
Pulley (01494 563470) for transfer to The
Scriptural Knowledge bank account before
the 21st May.
Rita Pulley

The other news from Charity:
‘Here at Ebenezer things are not good at all.
The country is on lockdown and all schools
have been closed, forcing most of our children
to leave their orphanage home. My parents,
Samson and Betty have taken some of the
orphans into their home. We decided to
attach the other children in small numbers to
some of our church families. The children are
so far doing well. However this challenge is
only the first one.
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Mission Support Group
Update from Open Doors
Isolation and separation from loved
ones; loneliness; fear about health and
health facilities; worries about jobs and
finance. This is, for many in this
country, the new norm at the moment.
Welcome to a taste of what it means to
be a persecuted Christian.
For us it has come as a huge shock and yet
for many of our brothers and sisters across
the world as part of the persecuted church
it is, and will remain, part of their daily life.
In parts of the world, coronavirus is just
one of a number of difficulties they face.
Having said that, it has certainly made things
worse in many cases.
In Nigeria a village was attacked by militants
and as they were in lockdown because of
the virus, people were caught in their
houses and killed.
In China anti-Christian control was already
increasing and now there is even more
surveillance to make the life of Christians
even more difficult.
Persecuted Christians tend to live on the
edge of society and are some of the most
vulnerable. They often earn only a daily
wage and if there is lockdown, that
opportunity is taken from them and when
there is no money, there is no food.

In India, Rahul an Open Doors partner in
the region says, “Most church members are
daily wage labourers, No work for the day
means no food for the day.”
Also in India, Arun and his wife recently had
a baby, and he supports an extended family
of 12. “Because of the lockdown, I can’t
earn any money. I’m also involved in parttime ministry, which I can’t do either now.
We were facing starvation. But you brought
us food! Now we can survive for at least
one month.”
In Syria the Centres of hope have been very
restricted in what they can do. They can no
longer meet together for church, for Sunday
school, or for mutual help. They are still
providing food aid on a one to one basis but
severe inflation has made this very difficult.
They are still caring for one another
pastorally by telephone and the children are
still learning their memory verses which
they repeat back by phone or video.

Here are some April prayer requests from
the church in Syria. Although they come
from Syria they are applicable to many
parts of the persecuted church.
• Many people depend on daily work to
get income. Now because of the
Coronavirus restrictions, they are not
allowed to work which affects them
deeply.
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• For those whose children have left the
country as they don't know how to use
technology and their only community is
when they meet with the church
congregation.
• For our organisation because it's getting
difficult to get the resources to the
church to cover the urgent needs of the
people.
• For wisdom on how we can invest in the
online ministry in our context.
So let’s continue to pray for the world and
our brothers and sisters and as we do, give
thanks that even in our present situation we
have so much.
In conclusion here are some links you may
find useful:
When I visited last year your worship group
did a very moving rendition of Kyana’s song.
It has so much to say to us at this time.

At this time it remains so important not
only to give but to pray and here is a link
about prayer.
• Brother Andrew speaks powerfully on
the power of prayer
• And I would recommend the youth
website www.opendoorsyouth.org
John Barringer
(Open Doors)
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How do they do that?
Like many of you, I have watched in
amazement as St Michael’s online
presence, and especially the streamed
services accessible through the
website (www.hughenden
church.org.uk) or through our
YouTube channel has gone from
strength to strength over the period
of lockdown.

The numbers accessing the services are
increasing in strength and expanding in
geographical reach as word spreads.
Up to the end of Easter Monday, our Easter
Sunday service had been watched 371 times
- more than any of the other services and in
just 36 hours.
Viewers are joining us from around the
world; the majority are in the UK, but
people are also watching from countries
including the USA, Portugal, Taiwan and
Angola … oh, and Wales.
As you will all know, we are blessed in St
Michael’s by having a team of gifted and
generous ‘techies’ who are skilled in all
things internet, video and are generally
geeky. (I once had the misfortune to be
accidentally present at a technical chat
between Ben Sharp, Guy Mannerings,
Richard Peters and Ben Brice when they
passionately discoursed about … well
actually I don’t know what it was, but it
sounded very clever).
So I wanted to know how things actually

worked with creating the online services.
They were modestly at pains to point out
that they ‘made things up as they went on’,
and have been taking it step by step. As
they have grown more confident with the
technology and ideas since the first service
on 22nd March, there was a great leap
forward with a band-in-isolation AND
donkeys for Palm Sunday.
Holy Week provided a variety of different
offerings culminating in the Easter Sunday
service which was the most complex so far
- readings, virtual choir, worship band, video
messages from our congregation, prayers
and even Holy Communion. (I am writing
this before the service of the following
week: who knows what that will bring?) It
was lovely one Easter Day to have hymns
and prayers we could join in.
Although, as mentioned in the editorial, we
cannot reach everyone through the on line
service, by some wonder of technology,
people are now able to ‘telephone in’ and
at least hear the service. Other advantages
include that the volume can be adjusted
appropriately, and for those who struggle
YouTube can automatically transcribe the
videos relatively well. (Additionally, the
service can be watched while still snuggled
up in bed, enjoying a coffee, or doing
household chores- though may be one
should give full attention … ). So do feel
you can join in, sing up, and spread the
word to those who do not know about St
Michael’s @ 10.
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But how DO they do it? This is what I have
been told:
• Team meeting Monday - to confirm who
is doing what for the week ahead
• Clergy team take the lead, as per a
normal service, in bringing everything
together. (Occasionally we've had to
temper Keith's wilder ideas)?
• Speaking segments recorded by people
on camera, laptop or tablet, either at
home or while taking their permitted
daily exercise.
• Choir segments are much more technical
– the musical accompaniment is recorded
first by Richard Peters, who conducts.
This is then sent to individual members of
the virtual choir, who record just their
voice singing along (as if unaccompanied).
This is then sent to the tech team who
mix it all together.
• All the segments are spliced together by
our resident movie director and
Hollywood glitz is applied.

• Uploaded to the internet by Saturday.
• Using the features on Facebook and
YouTube the service is shown 'as live' on
Sunday mornings, meaning we can all
watch together (albeit separately).
Lots of compliments have been received by
the team, some appearing on the message
facility while we watch. To spare their
blushes I won’t reprint them all but some of
my favourites include:
Watched your service from St Michael’s -so
professional - it should be on Songs of
Praise.
So uplifting to have a hymn. Thanks - you
are all doing a wonderful job.
Two members of my family … who are not
church goers, told me how much they have
enjoyed the services and have started
watching every week.
We are watching Keith's video in our
pyjamas! Benefits of isolation!
Thank you all for a very loving and
appropriate service. The prayers were very
meaningful and have to reflect such a wide
spectrum of challenges and really achieved
that today. Grant us, Lord, faith to believe
and strength to do Thy will.
There have also been the regular JC club
meetings streamed online just before the @
10 one, and the monthly Tiny Tots.

A member of the Tiny Tots
watches Helen’s explantion
of the Easter story

Jane Tyrer
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A Visit to Worcester Cathedral
Writing this in the fourth week of
lockdown, it seems unreal to recall a
three day visit to Worcester when the
city was under water siege, after days
of downpour and flooding, and the only
access to the city centre was over a
single bridge! It’s been a strange year
for nature to remind us of her power
and little will be the same again.
Our purpose in visiting Worcester was
twofold: to visit Elgar’s birthplace at The
Firs, in Upper Broadheath, just round the
corner from where we stayed and to visit
the Cathedral as part of our pilgrimage to
visit every Cathedral in England and Wales.
Edward Elgar was born in 1857 and died in
1934. His father was a musician and ran a
music shop in Worcester, near the Cathedral.
The family were practising Roman Catholics
and young Edward learnt his musicianship
largely at this father’s hands, but mainly he
was self-taught, becoming adroit at several
instruments. His progress from thence to
national status was slow and painstaking but
today he is mainly remembered for the

Dream of
Gerontius window

Enigma Variations, the Dream of Gerontius,
Pomp and Circumstance marches and his
First and Second Symphonies (and his Violin
Concerto of course). There will be those
reading this who will shake their heads at the
absent mentions, I am sure. He founded the
Three Choirs Festival which runs to this day.

In the Cathedral, in the north west aisle, there
is a beautiful window depicting The Dream of
Gerontius, above a memorial tablet to Elgar’s
memory. As a Roman Catholic and organist at
the St George’s Roman Catholic Church in
the City, he is buried in the Roman Catholic
Church of St Wulstan, Little Malvern, in a
secluded plot with a stunning view, chosen by
his wife who predeceased him.

Also, in the Cathedral, is the burial place of
King John, who died in October 1216. His
tomb is situated in the Quire, as directed by
his Will, which is held in the Cathedral. King
John is remembered by students for Magna
Carta, but his contribution to the development
of English Common Law is often overlooked
and overshadowed by that of King Henry II.
Nearby is the Chapel dedicated to Arthur,
Prince of Wales, the eldest son of King
Henry VII. Arthur was married to
Catherine of Aragon, who later married
King Henry VIII, but died, without issue, in
Ludlow in April 1502, of an “unidentified
disease.” Had he lived, the subsequent
course of state and church history might
well have been vastly different!
Christopher Tyrer
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From the
Potting Shed
Well, my dears, strange times these are
indeed and those of us lucky enough to
have gardens are truly blessed. I hope
the greenery, the new buds and the
fresh air are a solace to you.
I have been enjoying the blackthorn
blossom when out on my daily
constitutionals. The tiny white flowers are
so delicate and pretty, like stars scattered
over the bushes. And now we can look
forward to the May blossom, hawthorn as

2. At the end of the month when there are
sure to be no frosts, then plant your
bedding plants out ...if you have been able
to buy them. Remember there are mail
order firms who would love to have your
business. Maybe you have grown your
own plants from seed, in which case you
may polish your halo!
3. Divide hostas as they start to grow.
4. Lift and divide clumps of daffodils.
5. Take care when you start clipping hedges
that you are not disturbing birds’ nests.
6. Plant out dahlia tubers. Actually the hubby
usually does this. He says he doesn’t trust
me to know which way up the tuber goes.

May blossom

… And, unusually, number 7: always make
time to sit and look and enjoy your garden.
It is about more than jobs and hard work.

Lots to do in the garden in May:

Hope you are managing to keep your two
metres apart when you are out for your daily
walk, or two and a bit yards as old
MacGregor would have it. No problem for
him as he rarely gets closer to anyone than
that in normal times. He says people can
hear him grunt quite clearly enough at that
distance … and anyway he’d rather be with
his cabbages.

1. If you have a pond, then now is the time
to remove the blanket weed with a stick
and probably a net is better for collecting
the duckweed.

Take care and enjoy the time to appreciate
the spring,
Yours,
Cecily MacGregor

it is really. My old granny liked that proverb:
‘ne’er cast a clout till May is out,’ and she’d
say it to me with a wag of her finger if she
thought I was about to take my liberty
bodice off too soon. I could never decide
though if May was the month or the flower.
Ah well.
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Click and Connect
Culture and entertainment online
In case you have missed these, there are some fantastic
opportunities to see cultural and entertainment events
free* online during the lockdown. Here are a few:

Arts Society

Cirque du Soleil

The Arts Society
(formally NDFSS) is a
society with many local
branches, and to which
a number of members
of our Church belong. It
is, according to its
website ‘a leading arts education charity
with a global network of over 380 local
Societies, which bring people together
through a shared curiosity for the arts. It
provides local opportunities to hear expert
lecturers share their specialist knowledge
about the arts’.

Cirque du Soleil has a number of 1 hour
specials filmed during performances to
watch their YouTube channel.

www.connected.theartssociety.org/talkslectures is where you can find interesting
arts-focussed talks, released every fortnight
and viewable thereafter. The first was on
the painting Las Meninas by Velazquez
from lecturer Dr. Jacqueline Cockburn filmed at home, which offered a rare
opportunity to study a single painting in
depth.

Each consists of the
trademark CdS zany
humour, exotic costumes
and sets, and incredible
acrobatics. Children and
adults will be entranced.

National Gallery
Lectures, tours and
guided talks with the
pictures viewed in
situ can be accessed
at: www.youtube.com/user/nationalgalleryuk
There are many and varied, being prepared
as part of the National Gallery’s outreach,
before the pandemic hit.
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Opera North

National Theatre at Home

Opera North has a range
of recordings, including The
Ring Cycle, with subtitles,
and ‘programme notes’. The
split screen showing views
of who is singing and the orchestra, is,
however, somewhat distracting.

The National Theatre is
bringing the stage to the
screen by streaming several
iconic plays on YouTube
every Thursday.

Find them on their website:
www.operanorth.co.uk/watch-online

Royal Opera House
There are a variety of
performances online. A
list of the upcoming and
past videos can be found
on their website:
www.roh.org.uk
One I particularly looked at, because of its
possible appeal to children is Peter and
the Wolf, performed by the Royal Ballet
and Royal Ballet School. Click HERE to
view.

Explaining the reason for making the plays
accessible to thousands free of charge, a
National Theatre spokesperson said:
"During this unprecedented time which has
seen the closure of theatres, cinemas and
schools, the National Theatre announces a
new initiative National Theatre at Home
providing access to content online to serve
audiences in their homes. The plays can be
viewed through the NT’s you tube channel
(hopefully, you are all signed up to YouTube
to more easily watch the Church’s services)
and are released on Thursdays at 7.00 pm.
The plays, which are direct recordings from
the stage (or the NTs live streaming initiative
to cinemas) and they remain available for 7
days. At the time of writing, One Man , Two
Guvnors, Jane Eyre, and Treasure Island
have been streamed. The next one is
Twelfth Night: all very different, all enjoyable.
Caveat: at the time of writing, it is not clear
for how long new plays will be released.

And try out these which are self-explanatory as to subject matter:
www.royal.uk/virtual-tours-buckingham-palace
www.yougoculture.com/virtual-tour/athens/myth/acropolis
Not Forgetting: Alpha Online (see page 8) and St Michael’s @ 10

* Some of the theatre performances give the opportunity to donate to charity, including the theatre
involved or artists’ benevolent funds.
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Two Lockdown Recipes
Sicilian orange cake (using past their prime oranges)
I had these oranges in my fruit bowl - for I
am not going to tell you how long - but I
didn't feel I could throw them away, and
found this recipe.

Ingredients
3-4 oranges
3 eggs
2 1/2 tsp baking powder
275g self-raising flour
250g caster sugar
100g softened butter
110g plain yogurt

Method
Boil the oranges for approx 1 1/2 hours
and then blitz them.
Whisk eggs and sugar together, add sieved
flour and baking powder. Gently
incorporate the butter and yogurt into
mixture. Now add the oranges. Transfer
to a 20 cm oiled tin and bake at
approximately 160C for about half an
hour until firm to the touch.
You can then if you wish pour an orange
syrup over the top, but I didn't. It is really
delicious and tastes of marmalade!
Susan Devereux
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Foraged recipe: Wild Garlic Soup
On the route we often take on our
‘permitted walk’, indeed one we have
taken many times over the years, is a
large and expanding wild garlic patch.
Last month when the leaves were new,
the scent (pong?) as we walked past was
very strong. Now, harvested by walkers
and cropped by sheep it is less pungent.
Soon, the plants will flower (if the sheep
allow) and this will add a new level of
‘fragrance’.
At all stages the leaves make a wonderful
soup, or a flavoursome additional to gravy
for lamb.

Here is the recipe I use for Wild Garlic (or
Ransoms) Soup.

Ingredients

Method
Sweat the onion in the oil until softened
Add the chopped vegetables and cook
5-10 minutes
Add garlic leaves and wilt

Add stock, bring to the boil and then
simmer until all vegetables are fully softened
Liquidise in a blender
Adjust seasoning and if too thick, add
more stock or cream
Serve with crispy bread (or flatbread if
you have run out. Google: Jamie’s easy
flat bread: made with SR flour, baking
powder and yoghurt)
Jane Tyrer

Selection of peeled/prepared and
chopped vegetables: such as: 1 onion, 2
carrots, 1 stick leek and/or celery
Oil for frying
2-4 big handfuls of well-washed(!) wild
garlic leaves. (The amount affects the
flavour: just experiment). Flowers can
be added for garnish, but they don’t
keep well.
Vegetable stock (made with stock cube
in desired)

Wild Garlic patch in
Loosley Row (keep it
a secret)
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Isolation Therapy
I have found myself relishing the slower
pace of life as we are forced to stay at
home and isolate ourselves. Whilst
being enormously thankful that we have
a garden in which to work or sit and
also that we have beautiful countryside
around us in which to take our daily
exercise if we so wish, at the same time
I am sad that we cannot see our family
or give them a hug, or that we cannot
meet up with friends.
So, when the ‘get around to it’ jobs have
been done - or have been put off for a little
longer - what then? I have found baking to
be therapeutic. Melting Moments from the
old Bero recipe book, popular in the fifties
and sixties, have been very well received as

an accompaniment to morning coffee. I
took a picture of them, sitting in rows on
the cooling rack, bright with their little
pieces of glace cherry in the centres and
sent it to my family on our Whatsapp. (I’m
getting good at this method of social media
at last!) and my son replied ‘Oh lovely Covid cookies!

There always seem to be jobs to do in the
garden. I have taken Cecily MacGregor at
her word (see the April edition of
Outlook) and split my polyanthus plants,
although I haven’t waited for them to finish
flowering as she advised. I’ve also split
large clumps of perennials so now have
quite a good display of plants which are
filling the gaps where we would be putting
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bedding plants. My husband, Brian, has
been waging war with a vengeance on the
ever-present ground elder. What was God
thinking of when he made that? However,
perhaps He has got his own back as Brian
is now nursing a sore foot from all the
digging (though he claims it’s gout)! I
wonder how many sore backs, pulled
muscles, bashed thumbs, etc there are as a
result of all the unaccustomed DIY and
extra gardening!

Brian, has been waging
war with a vengeance
on the ever-present
ground elder
How wonderful all this technology is
proving to be. We, as a family, located in
various parts of the world, have managed
to have virtual get-togethers courtesy of
Zoom, though it took some working out
to accommodate all the time zones. We
have even had a virtual meeting of
Outlook editors which was very useful and
it meant that we could see one another
looking in good health. I can also do my
Keep Fit class via Zoom with my laptop
set up in the lounge. I must say the floor
exercises are much more comfortable to
do lying on our lounge carpet than on the
laminated floor of the Sports Centre
sports hall!
Some time ago Brian bought the CD set of
David Suchet (he of Poirot fame) reading
the entire Holy Bible. In the last few days
we have been sitting in our summerhouse
and listening to the soothing timbre of his

voice reading the book of Genesis. He has
a way of reading so that even the repetitive
parts of some of the chapters, are never
boring. There were a lot of very old people
in the first parts of Genesis, having sons
when they were over 100 years old and
living over 700, 800 or 900 years before
they died! Will we get to a point in the
scriptures where people started to have
shorter lives? While I have been doing
other things Brian has been listening to
Exodus and the crossing of the Red Sea. I
shall catch up tomorrow, but we have
plenty of time at the moment to keep
listening and I would recommend these
CDs.

Sylvia Clark
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Miracles, Water & Light
John Reilly (1928-2010), a Christian
artist, was born in Walton on Thames
and trained at Kingston Art College. In
1958 he established the Isle of Wight,
Ventnor Pottery Studio, but this closed
in 1985 and Reilly concentrated entirely
on painting. His pictures usually have a
central circle representing the sun,
from which ripples of facetted colour
radiate. Within these are
representational patterns in an effect
like stained-glass windows or ceramic
mosaics. ‘God as the light of the world’
was his constant theme, based upon
the Scriptures.
Depictions of each of the two miraculous
draught of fishes have for centuries been a
favourite theme of artists working with light
– often, but not invariably, in glass.
Bookending Jesus’ teachings of His disciples,
particularly James and John the sons of
Zebedee and Simon Peter, the miracles are
found in Luke 5:1-11 and John 21:1-14. If

Jesus is in the boat, it refers to St. Luke’s
account. The risen Christ is on the shore in
scenes from St. John. In both, Jesus
commands His followers - to become
“fishers of men” – at the start of His
ministry. Then, to continue to “feed my
sheep,” – after the Resurrection. Both have
a bearing on the cyclical Lectionary
surrounding Easter.
There are many older depictions. In glass,
they include the second miracle shown
below the tower of St. Fimbarrus, the
parish church of Fowey, Cornwall. Some of
the 153 fishes roasting on a fire on the
shore are Cornish pilchards, rather than
Galilean lake fish! Other windows can be
seen in Canterbury Cathedral, and amongst
the 28 Late Medieval windows in St. Mary’s,
Fairford, Gloucestershire.
Richard Harries, retired Bishop of Oxford,
has written about Christian images in
modern art (The Image of Christ in Modern
Art; Routledge, 2013) and he includes John
Reilly’s work. It will be interesting to see
what he makes of other artists who have
worked with water and light - Graham
Sutherland and John Piper, for example.
Also, perhaps, Marc Chagall, a creator of
many beautiful windows, in England and
elsewhere.
Christopher Mettem

John Reilly: The Miraculous
Draught of the Fishes
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Our Mission is

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy.
Sustain and support the anxious, be with those who care for the sick, and lift up all
who are brought low; that we may find comfort knowing that nothing can separate
us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

To enable all to follow Jesus Christ
We shall live out this mission through
Prayer, Presence, Persuasion and Proclamation by:

Leading lives centred on Jesus Christ
That are steadfastly based on the Bible and prayer.
That are based on Jesus’ example.
By being ambassadors of Christ to our friends, families,
neighbours, and work and school colleagues.

Being seen and known
in the wider Community by
Understanding the communities in which we live
and seeking to be fully involved in those communities.

Building appropriate bridges between our church and our community.
Taking every opportunity to share the good news about Jesus Christ.

Offering and receiving spiritual
and practical support and development
That is appropriate to wherever people are on their spiritual journey.

That is based on worship that is honouring to God
and accessible and relevant to all.

That is led by prayer that engages with the will of God and his purposes.

