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Dear Readers
I wonder how all those people felt when
the ten plagues hit Egypt, as related in
the book of Exodus in the Old
Testament? The rivers turning to blood,
the boils, the locusts, the loss of
firstborn sons, etc. They, of course, did
not have computers or emails, radio,
television or social media so how quickly
and how far afield would the awful news
have spread?
How different it is today when most things
that happen are related world-wide within
hours or even minutes. Today’s news is
almost entirely made up of reports of the
coronavirus spreading around the globe.
Would this have been called a plague in
centuries past? Over the coming months
our lifestyles will be changed with the
closing of shops, businesses, eating places,
social and sports gatherings, etc and there
will inevitably be an economic turndown.
However, groups are springing up all over
the country to offer help to friends and
neighbours (see page 5).

His glorious resurrection, maybe at our
homes or in our gardens as church services
are suspended for the time being. As I look
out of the window today in mid-March, the
sun is shining, the daffodils are dancing in
the breeze, the hedges are full of green
shoots and the birds are singing. Spring is
well and truly on its way. I love the
following quote from Pope John Paul II:
Do not abandon yourselves to despair. We are
the Easter people and hallelujah is our song.

I wish you a very healthy, happy and joyful
Easter.

Do not abandon yourselves to
despair. We are the Easter people
and hallelujah is our song
As Easter approaches, I am sure that those
who went on the Parish Pilgrimage to Israel
will remember walking in Jesus’ steps as he
was taken to his crucifixion in Jerusalem.
On Easter Sunday over 2,000 years after
those steps were taken, we will celebrate

Sylvia Clark
Editor

As all groups and events at church have
been cancelled until further notice, the
Regular Groups page and calendar have
been removed from this issue.
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From the Vicarage

Keith Johnson
Vicar

St Michael & All Angels,
Hughenden

Have you bought any
Easter eggs yet this year? I
don’t need an excuse such
as the Christian festival of
Easter to eat chocolate,
but we readily associate
Easter eggs with this
special event each year.
Perhaps you will exchange
eggs with friends and
family, buy eggs for your
children, grandchildren, or
godchildren. I wonder if
you will be swayed by the
promise of chocolate bliss
on the outside packaging, a
cute picture, or a free gift
accompanying the egg.

Did you know that a child
receives an average of 8.8
Easter eggs each year, in the
United Kingdom – that’s
double the recommended
calorie count for a week!

I found it quite easy to
visualise our Lord in a boat
himself, looking out across
the same mountains
I can see recall as a young child
feeling excited when staying
over at my grandparents’
house in the Sussex
countryside, waking up on

Easter morning, and going on
an Easter egg hunt with my
sister in their garden. They
found such difficult places to
conceal the tempting prizes,
that so often I gave up in
frustration, hoping that they
would feel sorry for me and
give me a clue, in order to
satisfy my longing for
chocolate, after I had eaten a
good hearty breakfast, of
course.
Easter is a time of celebration
and joy for Christians as we
retell the story of the last few
days of the life of Jesus Christ
on earth, culminating in his
death on a cross on Good
Friday and his glorious
resurrection on Easter Sunday.
Eggs remind us of new birth,
especially the new birth which
Christians are able to share, by
celebrating the empty tomb
which didn’t contain Jesus’
body on the third day, because
the bible tells us that He is
alive and has risen!
I recently lead a group from
our Church on pilgrimage to
the Holy Land. We
experienced a memorable 10
days together, walking through
the walled city of Jerusalem,
home to such an eclectic range
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Ash Wednesday service
by the Sea of Galilee

of nationalities and faiths; the Via Dolorosa
– the way of the cross, retracing the final
few steps of Christ bearing his cross as he
walked to his execution on a hill outside the
city, dying for the sins of the whole world.
I found it so moving to walk in the
footsteps of Christ himself, especially as we
spent an unforgettable day on the shore of
the Sea of Galilee. We celebrated Holy
Communion on Ash Wednesday, marking
the beginning of Lent, looking through the
rushes, across the water to distant shores.
We took a boat trip together and marvelled
afresh at stories of miraculous catches,
storms being calmed, and Peter walking out
towards Jesus on the water. As I gazed all
around me, I found it quite easy to visualise
our Lord in a boat himself, looking out
across the same mountains.
However, we don’t all need to journey to
Israel to experience a sense of God’s
closeness in our lives, nor to identify with
the life he chose of self-sacrifice, limitless

love, and a revolutionary message which is
still counter-cultural to this day. At the
heart of the Easter message, the Son of
God chose to take my place and yours at
Golgotha, on the cross of shame and pain,
dying in our place, so that you and I can
share in the abundant life which can be
found by putting our faith in Him. That
does not mean an end to our worries and
challenges in life; however it does mean that
we have a saviour who identifies with us
intimately, because He lived on earth as a
human being and longs for the best for us.
So, whether or not you find yourself in
Church this Easter, if you see an Easter Egg,
I invite you to take a moment to
contemplate the invitation of new life which
is offered to you personally through Jesus
Christ.
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed, hallelujah!
Happy Easter.
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Coronavirus Update
Church

Moving Online

Following government orders services
have been suspended until further
notice and the church building is now
closed to visitors.
(For arrangements concerning weddings
and funerals, please contact the Vicar.)

The church youtube channel (search
youtube: St Michael and All Angels,
Hughenden) will now be used to
broadcast bible readings, messages and
prayer on a regular basis. Please
subscribe to the channel to ensure you
get updated when a new video goes up.

If you wish prayers to be said for the
world, or for you or your loved ones, send
them to: prayer@hughendenparish
church.org.uk.

Various other aspects of the church will be
moving online, such as the church notice
sheet. Other resources will be added as we
get things set up.
Also do check the church facebook page for
regular updates (facebook.com/Hughenden
Church).

This is a fast-evolving situation that is changing daily.
For the most up-to-date information check the coronavirus page on
the church website:

www.hughendenparishchurch.org.uk/Coronavirus
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Community Support
This is a potentially worrying time for
us all. As a response to the present
situation the church has set up a team
to support anyone in our community
who may need pastoral support.
If you would like someone to talk with on
the phone or to pray with you, we have
people available to help; or if you have
another problem where you need some
advice we will try and signpost you to the
right assistance.
The church team recognises all the difficulties
of this time and will be pleased to help.

Practical support for things such as shopping,
prescription collecting, dog walking etc. is
being offered by various groups within our
parish.

Below are the existing groups at time of
going to press:
Hughenden Valley
hughendenresidents.org/corona-virus
Naphill & Walters Ash
facebook.com/nawacovid19support
Downley
downley.org/community/coronavirus-covid19

Call or text our coordinator on 07526
780096 or email support@hughendenparish
church.org.uk

A Prayer for All
Those Affected by
Coronavirus
Keep us, good Lord
under the shadow of your mercy.
Sustain and support the anxious,
be with those who care for the sick,
and lift up all who are brought low;
that we may find comfort
knowing that nothing can separate
us from your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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Pilgrim Passports
Cathedral visitors can now collect stamps
Cathedrals are offering visitors Pilgrim
Passports to celebrate the Year of
Cathedrals, Year of Pilgrimage 2020
project.
The passport-sized booklets, published by
the Association of English Cathedrals and
distributed this week, contain quotes,
pilgrim poems, and prayers, a checklist of
cathedrals by region, and blank pages for
visitors to record their thoughts and have
their passport stamped at each cathedral or
holy place they visit.

Jackie Holderness, of Christ Church,
Oxford, worked with Sarah Page, from
Portsmouth Cathedral, to create the
passports. The idea was to encourage
visitors of all ages to experience their trip
as a pilgrimage.
Ms Holderness explained: “Many cathedrals
seek to engage with visitors on a deeper,
spiritual level, so that even if they have
arrived as tourists and strangers, they may
feel pilgrims when they leave. We want all
our visitors to develop and grow their own
pilgrim heart.”
Dr Dee Dyas, who is director of the
Centre for the Study of Christianity and
Culture and also director of pilgrimage
studies at York University, said: “All of us
can relate to seeing our lives as a journey,
enhanced by special places with special
meaning. Cathedrals ... offer peace, beauty,
and a chance to pause and reflect along the
way. The new Pilgrim Passport encourages
everyone to find their own meaning though
visiting these amazing buildings.”
Hattie Williams
(taken from The Church Times)

The passports are available to buy online
and in each of the 42 C of E cathedrals in
Britain, as well as at St David’s Cathedral,
Pembrokeshire, and the Cathedral Isle of
Man. Special stickers can also be
purchased.
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Save the Bells
St Michael & All Angels Bell Tower Restoration
I am writing this article just a few days
after our Prime Minister told us that many
of us will lose loved ones to coronavirus.
In this context, you may ask “who cares
about a leaking bell tower roof”?
The primary concern of the St. Michael &
All Angels church family is the community it
serves. However, we are grateful for the
privilege of worshipping in a historic
building and acknowledge our responsibility
to maintain it for future generations. Our
challenge is to maintain a Grade II listed
building while not detracting from our
mission to enable all to follow Jesus Christ
through living lives centred on him, loving
our community and serving one another.
The Parochial Church Council (PCC) - the
volunteers who manage the church - have
agreed that we should invite bids for the
restoration work, but there is a big
difference between the balance of our bank
account and the likely cost of the repairs.
So, they have also decided to investigate if
we can delay the work by erecting a
temporary roof over the bell tower.

Connection, One Can Trust and Lighthouse
to name a few.
But the St. Michael & All Angels building is
also part of our shared community heritage.
Church bells have been ringing out over
Hughenden Park for over 500 years. How
important is this to you? Do you think our
plans should include saving the bells by
repairing the bell tower roof?
We would love to hear what you think.

The St. Michael & All Angels church family
want to be there for our community. We
have regular groups from toddlers to
seniors, visit the housebound and run
community events. Many of our church
family are already working hard supporting
local charities such as Wycombe Homeless

Please let us know by emailing
richardpeters789@gmail.com or call 01494
578123 to leave a message.
Richard Peters
Bell Tower Restoration Team
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New Leaf & Family Matters
It is a new quarter of the year, and the
church has a new mission focus. During
April to June, we will be focussing on
New Leaf and Family Matters. A
speaker from New Leaf will be talking
about the work at all three morning
services on 10th May.

mentees are risk- and needs-assessed during
their sentences, matched with a suitable
mentor and given a planned release
package. This may include clothing (as
prisoners are given back at release the
unwashed clothes in which they arrived,
regardless of the prevailing weather
conditions), collection and being taken for
New Leaf and Family Matters is a
breakfast, taken to their first probation
charitable project, within the Thames Valley
appointment, and being given a community
Partnership, created to support offenders
pack of essentials to tide them over their
and their families from sentence to
immediate needs post release. In the weeks
rehabilitation. It operates both as a
that follow, the mentee and mentor will be
contractor with the Ministry of Justice as
in contact with such support, practical and
the delivery arm
emotional, as may be necessary. The
of a consortium, a
provision is
contractor with
tailored to the
bringing positive
the Thames Valley
particular needs
outcomes for offenders of the individual
Police, and as a
and their families
private charity
mentee.
funded by grants
and donors. It has an enviable success rate,
Recently, with funding from the Thames
saving significant sums for the taxpayer and
Valley Police, New Leaf has embarked upon
bringing positive outcomes for offenders
a programme mentoring young people at
and their families.
risk of exclusion from school and those
working with and supported by local Youth
Family Matters works from the moment
Offending Teams.
of sentence, providing information, support
and resources through Court desks at
For further information, look at the website
Crown and Magistrates’ Courts, maintaining
www.newleafproject.co.uk, speak to
family links and relationships during
Christopher Tyrer, and look at the Mission
sentence, through prison visits, maintaining
notice board. Above all, do come along on
contacts, and providing support services for
10th May to hear more.
those families in the community.
Mission Support Group
New Leaf provides a “through the gate”
(with thanks to Christopher Tyrer)
mentoring service to mentees when leaving
prison at the end of their sentences. The
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Holy Land

Pilgrimage: Vignette Part 1
‘Strange to see everyday life in such
historic settings,’ was the first of the
copious notes I made during our visit to
Jerusalem, its notable surroundings and,
later, around the Sea of Galilee. This
observation, like many of those that
followed, was sudden, unexpected and
deeply affecting. As a boy and young
man I often walked the mountain
tracks around my home near Glencoe
in Scotland, conscious of the many
people whose steps, over millennia, had
formed and forged the way I trod. I
tried, at times, to give form, colour and
character to them, eaves-dropping on
their conversations to see if I could
discern the purpose of their journey.

Communion overlooking
the Sea of Gelilee

A strange occupation, yes, ridiculous
even, yes, yet this same experience
followed me throughout the pilgrimage.
There was in all the places we visited a
real sense of Jesus’ presence and, in our
Bible readings, even of His voice as those
at the time would have heard it. In some
places - the Garden of Gethsemane, the
Via Dolorosa, the tomb of Lazarus, the
Basilica of the Transfiguration, the
Convent of the Beatitudes and,
particularly, at Tabgha by the Sea of
Galilee where, in the open air by sunlit
and quietly lapping water, we joyfully
celebrated the Eucharist - this experience
was both physically palpable and
emotionally absorbing.

Pilgrimage
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Where did I witness God’s continuing work:
I saw it in smiling faces of the children at the
Jeel al-Amal Boys’ Home as they hugged
and thanked their teachers for their loving
care; I heard it in the exuberant singing of
‘Amazing Grace’ in Vietnamese in the
Church of St Anne, I felt it in the welcoming
hands of the many people who
greeted us in the numerous
I may have found for myself a
places we visited and, amid the
reason why He chose this part
cries, chaos and vibrant colours
of the world to make Jesus
of the Muslim Quarter, I sensed
His loving, living presence along
known to us
every step of the Via Dolorosa:
And possibly, as God’s intended
the route Jesus took from the judgementconsequence, I may have found for myself a
hall of Pilate to His crucifixion on Mount
reason why He chose this part of the world
Calvary, marked by fourteen stations of the
to make Jesus known to us. We live in a
cross.
world full of suffering. Physical, emotional
and spiritual pain are an intrinsic part of the
Roger Grant
human experience and the ongoing IsraeliPalestinian discord, described in some
places as the world’s most intractable
conflict, stands as sad testament to this.
Despite numerous international
conferences dealing with historic rights,
security issues and human rights, the end of
the recurring violence, in a region rich in
sites of historic, cultural and religious
importance, still seems far off.
In these sensory experiences - lived within
the veritable humility and openly-shared
fellowship of our group - I found the journey,
which for a variety of reasons and over a
long period of time I resisted undertaking,
spiritually uplifting and enlightening.

But Jesus, who is the archetypal example of
our suffering, who was persecuted and
crucified by the Romans, came here, played
here, walked here, worked here and
preached here I am sure, for this very
reason. The Bible gives us counsel on the
meaning of suffering and how we can best
endure and overcome it. In James 16:33 we
read, “I have told you these things, so that
in me you may have peace. In this world
you will have trouble. But take heart! I have
overcome the world.”
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Holy Land

Inside the Church
of the Nativity

St. George’s Monastery

The ‘Bethlehem Wall’

Ashing by the
Sea of Galilee

Across the Kidron Valley
to the Mount of Olives

Model of the Old
City of Jerusalem
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Pilgrimage
Baptism site on
the River Jordan

Bobbing around
in the Dead Sea

The Western Wall

At Qumran
Visitor Centre

Nearing the
peak at Masada
Sailing across
the Sea of Galilee
Photographs by kind permission of
Alan Jaycock
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Holy Land

In what language
does a child cry?
During our recent church pilgrimage to
the Holy Land we had the privilege of
witnessing some of the most incredible
and uplifting aspects of God’s creation,
and some of the saddest. Our timetable
was crammed full of fascinating
experiences in the places and footsteps
of our Lord’s life and ministry, and our
journey took us from modern day first
world locations to highly deprived areas
of poverty and need, often within a few
miles of each other, or maybe just the
other side of a hill.
On our third day in Jerusalem we visited
the Jeel al-Amal (Generation of Hope)
home for boys, situated in the town of
Bethany, once the home of Mary, Martha
and Lazarus, and just a “Palm Sunday walk”
(<5km) over the Mount of Olives from
Jerusalem. Sadly, due to Israel’s Security
Wall, that walk is no longer possible and
our coach took 35 minutes to drive there
through or past military checkpoints.
We arrived somewhat nervously in a patch
of waste ground to disembark our coach
and were ushered through an inauspicious
looking side door to be greeted by a few
very excited bright little faces and a warm
welcome from Jbara, a former student at
Jeel al-Amal who was our guide for the visit.
The home was founded in 1972 by Alice
and Basil Sahhar, Palestinian Christians, as a

“Social Institution for the protection and
welfare of needy boys”. Today it caters for
~300 pupils, girls and boys, of which ~100
are young boys who are resident up to the
age of 12. Irrespective of cultural or
religious background, boys who are
homeless or the victims of domestic
violence, rejection or poverty are taken in,
cared for and given good schooling and
shown what love is - surely the best start
they can have in otherwise chaotic lives.
These principles shine through in the
beautiful, happy faces of the children we
met, who just radiate the beauty and light
of the Love of Jesus freely given to those
who need it. All through our tour it was
difficult to suppress tears of both joy and
sadness, but mostly because the children
were so obviously happy in their school,
with laughter a constant background. We
were entertained by one excitable class to
“Heads and shoulders, knees and toes” and
Roger’s “dancing” was a great hit “down
with the kids”.

The children receive three meals a day in
immaculate facilities and are cared for by a
wonderful team of staff who so clearly
love their work and their charges. We
were shown round the dormitories, 5 little
beds to a room but sadly a few boys were
unwell, little bundles wrapped up in
blankets with their favourite football
teams’ logos or Disney characters on
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Pilgrimage
them. Their immediate healthcare needs
are provided by a local doctor, but for
more serious treatment they must make a
30km journey to the nearest Palestinian
hospital in Ramallah, because they aren’t
allowed to use the Israeli one 5 minutes
away.

somewhere in Jerusalem, He was certainly
to be found risen, alive and well among the
children in dormitories, kitchens,
classrooms and playground and in the
loving kindness of the staff and
management of the Jeel al-Amal Boys
Home.

Jeel al-Amal depends on charitable
funding and is supported among others
by our Travel Agency, McCabe. We had a
chance to buy some of their hand made
goods that support this work, but access
to funding is increasingly difficult, made
more so by the current Israeli
administration.

For further information and to donate to
this vital work of Jeel al-Amal, please visit
the websites below or talk to any of us who
went on the pilgrimage:

As we came to the end of our visit we
were surrounded by happy laughing
children, all of whom wanted to give us
“High Fives” and hugs. If our Lord Jesus was
not to be found in any of a number of
possible burial sites in possible locations

www.jeelalamal.org/BOYS.home.html
www.mccabe-travel.co.uk/projects/jeel-alamal-boys-home
Tony Sackville
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Holy Land Pilgrimage

Children of Abraham
“We pray for the peace of Jerusalem” Psalm 122:6
Children of Abraham,
Gathered all in uneasy closeness.
Jerusalem echoes with the past
As footsteps of faith
Tread prayer soaked pathways.
Conflict, creed and confusion
Crowd the narrow streets of the city
And the stones are washed
With intolerance.
Jerusalem is a palimpsest
Of history and religion.
There is a jostling of beliefs
As the call of the muezzin
Rivals the chiming of bells
And the chanting at the wall.
We chase after Christ, but
Find only shadows of Christianity,
Grey and lacking in love,
Scarred by discord and division.
Human hands and minds desecrate the divine,
While pilgrims search for more
Than postcards and scarves.
I want to place my feet in
The footsteps of Jesus,
Shrouded as they are
By more than sand and dust.
But then the song of love is sung,
Just in unexpected corners,
And it does light the path ahead
Straight to the heart.
We pray for the peace of Jerusalem.
It is a city in need of prayer.
Susan Brice
Dedicated to my fellow travellers
on the February pilgrimage.
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Strings at St Michael
& All Angels
The penultimate concert of the 3rd Chiltern
Arts Festival took place on Saturday 7th
March, in the Church.
The performers were the Salomé String
Quartet, a multinational ensemble formed
of prize-winners at the Royal College of
Music. They played to an enthralled and
appreciative audience, with selections from
Shostakovich, Borodin and Beethoven.
The programme notes told us that
Shostakovich had composed the two pieces
played, in a single evening. The notes also
described the Allegretto as a ‘cartoonish

confection’. This very unmusical listener
was pleased to read that, as it had seemed
exactly like the background music for a
Disney film, or Tom and Jerry!
Apart from the musical delights, we were
delighted to receive substantial donations
from the audience, specifically for the Bell
Tower Appeal.
Jane Tyrer
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Bookends
The Wolf Hall Trilogy
In the few weeks before I set off on the
church pilgrimage, I enjoyed wondering
about my reading for those ten days. It
is fun to match your books to the place
you are visiting and I had been thinking
about something by Adele Geras maybe
or From the Four Winds by Haim
Sabato. Simon Sebag Montefiore’s tome
on Jerusalem was dismissed as
consuming the whole of my luggage
allowance.
However, I was then sidetracked,
ambushed, simply by walking past
Waterstone’s window. There it was, due
out in a couple of weeks’ time: The Mirror
and the Light, the last book in the Wolf Hall
trilogy by Hilary Mantel. There was, I
realised, just time to re-read Wolf Hall and
Bring up the Bodies before I could buy the
third book. Thus the decision was taken for

Wolf Hall
Hilary Mantel
Publisher: Fourth Estate
RRP: £9.99
(Paperback)

me, it was Bring up the Bodies that I read in
my hotel in Jerusalem, incongruously I
thought. Or maybe not. The Tudor times
were fraught with religious conflict and
power battles and Israel is just the same.
If you have not yet read these three books
by Hilary Mantel then I envy you, you have
this joy still to come. The trilogy is a
monumental achievement that covers the
life and times of Thomas Cromwell, a man
from lowly beginnings who grows in power
and stature during much of the reign of
Henry VIII.
I have over the years had much enjoyment
from historical fiction, Jean Plaidy, Elizabeth
Chadwick, C.J Samson and Philippa Gregory
among others. This however, is writing in a
totally different league. Mantel researches as
if she were an historian writing biography

Bring Up the Bodies
Hilary Mantel
Publisher: Fourth Estate
RRP: £9.99
(Paperback)

ISBN-10: 9780007230204

ISBN-10: 0007315104

ISBN-13: 978-0007230204

ISBN-13: 978-0007315109
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but she isn’t. As a novelist she has the
freedom to fill in the gaps that the history
books leave unwritten and her joy in this is
evident. The narrative has an incredible
immediacy as it is written in the present
tense, an unusual literary device for this
genre. You know what Thomas Cromwell is
thinking as the thought crosses his mind
and you experience Henry’s capricious
decisions with the same precipitate
confusion and fright as the members of his
privy council.
Interestingly, unless you played truant in
every school history lesson, you will know
what happens in these books, you will
know the general outline of the tortured
story of the Tudors... and yet somehow
Mantel still makes you want to read on.
The characters leap out of the page. You
know the cloth from which their collar is
cut, you know the sound of their boots on
the cobbled path when it is raining and you
taste their fear when Henry turns a cold,
unblinking stare upon them. While I am
covering the double Booker prize winner
with praise, there is one strange syntactical
irritation that takes a little getting used to.
It is the use of the word ‘He’ to which I am

referring. “He, Cromwell, had seen at Wolf
Hall what Rafe could not see.” And later,
when he is promoted “He, Lord
Cromwell,” or even: “He, himself,
Cromwell, takes up a carving knife.” In a
recent television interview, Hilary Mantel
talked about standing just behind
Cromwell, rather like a camera and maybe
this explains the way in which she writes
about this complicated character, for
whom I do feel she has a certain affection.
On occasions she does play fast and loose
with inverted commas but in a way this
simply allows the narrative to move quickly
and I find I don’t mind at all.

In The Mirror and the Light, (I’m about half
way through) there is a simple but
beautifully crafted sentence that
demonstrates the gift of Hilary Mantel and
the depth of cunning and danger in the
character of Henry VIII: “ Henry looks
around the table, fearfully leisured; all their
hours are his.”
I commend these stunning books to you all.
Susan Brice
P.S. Beside my sofa is a volume of Proust.
Maybe for my trip to Normandy in the autumn?!

The Mirror & the Light
Hilary Mantel
Publisher: Fourth Estate
RRP: £25.00
(Hardback)

ISBN-10: 0007480997
ISBN-13: 978-0007480999

NB: Unfortunately, due to the current
situation, the proposed book club,
Bookends, due to start at the beginning
of April, has been postponed indefinitely.
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Mothers Union
The speaker at our March meeting was
John Berringer from Open Doors. His
talk highlighted the work of the charity
with persecuted Christians in the light
of increasing persecution worldwide.
260 million Christians in the world are
at risk of high levels of persecution.
This is one in eight of all believers.
John concentrated mainly on their work in
Syria and Northern Nigeria. This involves
both material support and personal support
for those in need. We saw three very moving
short videos, all featuring women in these
areas. The first was a widow whose husband
had been kidnapped in Aleppo, leaving her
with financial difficulties and a young son who
had suddenly lost his father. Her faith shone
through in spite of all her problems.

The second was also a widow whose village
was attacked by Boko Haram in Nigeria. She
was forced to flee with her three children.
When it was safe, she returned to find a burnt

house and no livelihood. Open Doors lent her
money to start again and gave her training to
act as a leader in her church in the village.
The third was an interview with the mother
of a Boko Haram hostage called Leah. Her
mother still believes she is alive and prays for
her captors. She gave thanks for the prayers of
others as the search still goes on for the girls.
John concluded by asking us to pray for
their workers and their families in these
countries in particular. They face lives of
increasing uncertainty and insecurity.
Unfortunately, due to the coronavirus and
the suspension of all social gatherings,
Mothers’ Union meetings will be cancelled
until further notice. Please try and stay in
touch with one another by telephone or
email and also remember one other, as well
as the wider community, in our prayers.

Ann Gee

Good Companions

Floodlighting Dedication

At our meeting on 2nd April, Roger
Wilding will be talking to us about a lovely
group of islands in ‘The Scilly Isles walks’.

Stan Cole and family continue to
remember June with love and affection
and will do so especially on 22nd April, her
15th anniversary.

As always we will have tea, cakes and a
raffle for which members are asked to
bring an item. We are a very friendly group
and newcomers are always welcome.
Pat Furness

If you have special occasions to mark,
why don't you dedicate the
floodlighting? Please send any
dedications to Lynn Brooks at
office@hughendenparishchurch.org.uk
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From the
Potting Shed
Well, this must be spring I think. I have
enjoyed the catkins and the pussy
willow and now each time I walk the
dog down near Esthwaite, I am looking
out for that beautiful blue haze which
will mean it is bluebell time. Maybe for
you Cliveden would be a good place to
enjoy this blue treat, or otherwise
Christmas Common.

Jobs for April

1. Prune the roses. Remove the dead wood
and cut the rest of the bush back by a half.

5. Split polyanthus plants after flowering.
6. Top dress pots. Spoon out a couple of
inches of the soil and replace with new
multi purpose compost. It will give the
plant a boost.
A few weeks and it will be Easter. Have you
made your simnel cake yet? Old MacGregor
has a very sweet tooth so I often cut the
cake in half widthways once it is cool and
then sandwich the two halves together again
with an extra layer of marzipan. And
remember of course to put the 11 marzipan
balls on the top of the cake. A small way to
remind us what Easter is all about.

So will you be cooking roast lamb I wonder.
Very tasty indeed but sometimes at this
time of year I imagine them still feeding
from the old ewes. Then the hubby calls me
a daft apeth ... but I might just see what
there is hanging up in the shed. I think there
is a joint of that old porker...
Happy Easter and happy gardening,

2. Pot up dahlia tubers. Remember to use a
generous size pot.
3. If you have been economical and sown
annual seeds, now would be a good time
to prick them out.
4. Imagine the summer sun and begin to plant
bulbs like lilies, freesias and crocosmia.

Yours,
Cecily MacGregor
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God in the Arts
The nursery rhymes we learnt as children
often focused on lambs: Mary had a little
lamb, Baa baa black sheep, Little Bo-Peep
and Little Boy Blue. They come to mind
in springtime when we see lambs in the
field jumping for joy or bleating as they
run to the ewes for warmth and safety.

Murillo, a 17th century artist from Seville, had
that world of childhood in mind when he
painted ‘St John the Baptist with the Lamb.’
He looks back to the little child of Isaiah 11
leading the animals, but also we are called to
think of the adult John the Baptist, who sees
Jesus walking by and exclaims, “Look, here is
the Lamb of God.” In the painting, St John is
a child with his arms around the lamb. He
stands on rocky ground with a reed cross at
his feet that has the words ‘Behold the Lamb
of God’ on the ribbon.

The painting hangs in the National Gallery,
and it certainly lacks the strength and
brilliance of other Spanish artists. But
Murillo is telling us how the drama of
salvation is played out by children and
lambs. He is inviting us to look from that
world of childhood to another part of
Isaiah’s prophecy, where he talks of the
Messiah led like a lamb to the slaughter. We
enter that drama of salvation in Holy Week
this month. On Good Friday Jesus was led
to His crucifixion, just as the lambs were
being killed for the Passover.
We think of the world of Old Testament
sacrifice, where the high priest on the day
of Atonement would enter the Holy of
Holies and sacrifice a ram. And we focus on
Jesus who is for us both priest and sacrifice,
and realise that there is a divine chemistry
at work that leads us from Good Friday to
Easter Day.
The writer of Hebrews meditates on this
theme and proclaims that in Jesus we have a
high priest of the good things that have
come - eternal redemption. We are invited
to appropriate that great gift for ourselves
in this Holy Week of our salvation. So, we
journey from the childhood days of
Murillo’s painting to Calvary and the Easter
garden. And we can also journey beyond to
the heavenly city, where Revelation tells us
that all the nations walk by the light of that
Lamb - the Lamb of God.

Murillo’s ‘St John the
Baptist with the Lamb’

Revd Michael Burgess
(From the Parish Pump)
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Holy Day in April
29 April - Catherine of Siena: or, how to survive in a large family
Catherine of Siena, who was born 1347,
should be the patron saint of anyone
who has grown up in a large family, and
mastered the two vital skills for
survival: how to stand up for yourself,
and how to make peace with others.
Catherine had siblings! At least 19 of them.
Her father was a Sienese dyer, and
Catherine was the youngest. Her parents
wanted her to marry, but Catherine did
not. She became a nun instead, a member
of the Dominican Third Order.

Catherine could not write, but soon
someone else was taking down her
‘Dialogue’ by dictation – it ran to 383
letters. Catherine’s thoughts centred on
Christ crucified, the supreme sign of God’s
love for man. The quality of these letters
made them widely read for years to come.

A godly woman who could lead and teach
… soon new opportunities presented
themselves: in the last five years of her life,
Catherine found herself involved in the
politics of both State and Church. This
included trying to make peace during the
Great Schism in the Church
Catherine’s thoughts centred on after 1378, when Pope Gregory
XI died, and two new popes –
Christ crucified, the supreme
bitter rivals – claimed the
sign of God’s love for man.
papacy. Catherine wore
herself out in trying to promote
Perhaps after sharing a house with at least
peace, had a stroke on 21st April 1380, and
22 people, Catherine wanted some peace
died eight days later. (A warning to
and quiet: in any case she spent six years in
ecumenists everywhere?!)
solitude, giving herself to prayer and
Catherine soon became Siena’s principal
penance. Then she moved back into the
saint, loved for her writings and her example
world, through nursing the local sick
of godliness and self-sacrificing love. Her
people, and then beginning to travel.
house and an early portrait survive at Siena,
Catherine travelled frequently, with a
and her memory lives on today: she was
number of her ‘disciples’ – a mix of
declared a Doctor of the Church in 1970,
Dominicans and Augustinians, and even an
nearly 600 years after her death.
English Friar. Wherever they went, people
listened to their proclamation of the total
love of God through Jesus Christ, and their
(From the Parish Pump)
calls to reform and repent. There were
some spectacular conversions.
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From the Parish Registers
The Departed
Howard Griffiths, aged 70

Gillian Plummer

James Ernest Godfrey, aged 47

Gordon Stanley Gee, aged 100

Monica Hoskins, aged 93

Communicants
Sundays
January
th

19

th

26

18 + 37 = 55
20 + 78 = 98

February
2nd 15 + 44 = 59
9th

11 + 66 = 77

th

17 + 29 = 46

rd

22 + 62 = 84

16
23

Weekdays
March

February

st

21 + 33 = 54

8

th

20 + 53 = 73

15th

15 + 28 = 43

1

Ash Wednesday 28

Who’s Who

Keith Johnson

Helen Peters

Tracey Jones (TJ)

Vicar

Associate Minister

Curate

Home: 01494 257569
Mobile: 07772 642393

Home: 01494 716772
Mobile: 07792 118357

Mobile: 07939 536879

keiththevicar@gmail.com

helen.peters@peters-research.com

Day off: Friday

Day off: Monday

Parish Office

rev.funkyfish@gmail.com

Administrator: Lynn Brooks
Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 07928 536543
9.30 am - 12.30 pm
office@hughendenparishchurch.org.uk

Licensed Lay Minister

David Tester

563354

Servers

Andrew Cole

442191

Churchwardens

Julia Grant

565746

Church Flowers

Sylvia Clark

562801

Nicholas Devlin 712693

Church Library

Alison Gieler

562473

Arthur Johnson 521471

Crèche Rota

Ali Skillen

Outreach and Social

Frank Hawkins

565050

Parish Clark & Verger

Church Notices & Website Ben Brice

445899

07709 487101

PCC Secretary

Louise Stallwood 712705

Mothers’ Union Parish Link Ann McCarthy

712004

PCC Treasurer

Ian Faulkner

Valley Friends

Heather Mayer

436044

451279

Organist & Choirmaster Neil Brice

445899

Hughenden Village Hall

-

Worship Leader

Tony Sackville

446035

Naphill Village Hall

Norma Clarke

563116

Captain of Bellringers

David Cornwall 714718

Safeguarding Officer

Tricia Devlin

712693

07815 163269

Our Mission is

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy.
Sustain and support the anxious, be with those who care for the sick, and lift up all
who are brought low; that we may find comfort knowing that nothing can separate
us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

To enable all to follow Jesus Christ
We shall live out this mission through
Prayer, Presence, Persuasion and Proclamation by:

Leading lives centred on Jesus Christ
That are steadfastly based on the Bible and prayer.
That are based on Jesus’ example.
By being ambassadors of Christ to our friends, families,
neighbours, and work and school colleagues.

Being seen and known
in the wider Community by
Understanding the communities in which we live
and seeking to be fully involved in those communities.

Building appropriate bridges between our church and our community.
Taking every opportunity to share the good news about Jesus Christ.

Offering and receiving spiritual
and practical support and development
That is appropriate to wherever people are on their spiritual journey.

That is based on worship that is honouring to God
and accessible and relevant to all.

That is led by prayer that engages with the will of God and his purposes.

