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Dear Readers
Change is always tricky isn’t it? I think it
is something that actually we deal with
throughout our lives, sometimes almost
without noticing. We expect to have to
cope with birth and death but most of us
will also have had experience of change
within our work situation, sometimes
instigated by ourselves and also change
within our personal relationships, our
state of health or our finances.

took the time to comment on the new
design and format of Outlook. Whether
you posted criticisms or compliments
(and we did have both!) the editorial
team are grateful to you and we have
taken note, I promise. I think this edition
of the magazine looks different in several
ways to the previous one and addresses
some of the most frequent comments.
Outlook will continue to change in the
way it presents itself. However, all that is
good if it means that it’s readers become
more engaged and involved with their
magazine.

What I find impressive is how resilient
people are, how strong the human spirit is
and how quickly we
adapt to new situations.
Sometimes we try to
bring about change
how amazing for us to know
ourselves. I wonder how
that we do not need to change
many New Year’s
in order for God to love us
resolutions are still intact
after the first couple of
months of the year? Maybe there are times
So yes, lots of change in a huge variety of
when we are too hard on ourselves and
ways. BUT, and yes it is a big but, how
almost set ourselves up to fail. At other
amazing for us to know that we do not
times change can come about unexpectedly.
need to change in order for God to love us.
I am fortunate to be going on the church
God’s love is unconditional and he loves us
pilgrimage to Israel and I don’t really know
just exactly as we are. How fortunate are
what to expect. Will I be changed, mentally,
we?
spiritually by the experience? I find I can just
go with an open mind and be willing to
Susan Brice
make the most of the opportunity. The
Editor
next issue of the magazine will be largely
based on the pilgrimage and the reflections
and thoughts of those who travelled. I hope
you find it interesting reading.

Whilst on the subject of the magazine,
thank you so much to all of you who

From the Vicarage

Keith Johnson
Vicar

St Michael & All Angels,
Hughenden

Oscar Wilde once
famously said “I can resist
everything apart from
temptation”. I wonder
what images immediately
come into your mind when
I mention temptation –
naughty by nice – TV
adverts for triple layered
chocolate cake from M&S,
topped with double cream
perhaps! It is fun to joke
about being tempted in a
light-hearted way, but in
reality the consequences
will vary from none, an
inch on the hips, to a
broken marriage or
lengthy prison sentence,
depending upon what
particular temptation we
might face.

Let us take the opportunity
which Lent affords us, to
get our hearts right
before God
We are all tempted in different
ways, we all have our own
weaknesses, and character
flaws, that is part of what it
means to be human. But how
we respond to the potentially
more serious situations, such
as a deliberate avoidance of

putting ourselves in a
vulnerable situation - being
alone with a member of the
opposite sex, or having access
to work or club finances is
more than half the battle.
The biblical root of temptation
can be traced all the way back
to the book of Genesis, and
the temptation of Adam and
Eve in the Garden of Eden.
God had warned them to
enjoy all that he had created
for them to prosper, but not
to eat the food from the tree
of the knowledge of good and
evil, and that is exactly what
they did! The bible teaches us
that sin entered into the world
through this act, and that
humanity has been living with
the consequences ever since.

During the holy season of
Lent, we recall the 40 days and
40 nights which Jesus spent in
the wilderness, fasting from
food, and then at his most
tired, lonely and vulnerable, the
devil tempted him three times,
with the promise of bread, that
angels would catch him if he
threw himself off the top of
the temple in Jerusalem, and
power given by the devil to
rule over the whole earth in
return for worship.

Meet Keith over a cup of coffee most Mondays at
Hughenden Village Shop at 10.30 am or at Bon Ami
Café, Naphill on Wednesdays at the same time.

Jesus did not give in to temptation,
despite his vulnerable human state. On
each occasion he saw the approaches
from the devil for what they were – a vain
attempt to deflect the Son of God from
the path set out for him to redeem
humanity, and Jesus fought back by
quoting scripture, and putting the devil in
his place.
My prayer for you and I this Lent, is that
we might be minded to ask God for help, if
and when temptation comes knocking at
our door, and that we might be encouraged
by the model of Jesus, to which we can
aspire to follow. If we do give in to
temptation, be assured that we have an
ever-loving, merciful heavenly father, who

longs to heal and forgive us, when we
approach him in faith, with an honest and
repentant heart.

Let us take the opportunity which Lent
affords us, to get our hearts right before
God, as we prepare to journey through the
remarkable events of Holy Week, and all
that lies beyond … sacrifice, pain, despair,
followed by inexpressible joy.

Church House Teas
As a matter of service and outreach,
we have devotedly provided Church
House Teas to the community and
visitors for over 40 years. However,
excepting the few occasions recently
when the financial return has been
commensurate with the time, effort
and commitment required to organise
and provide this service, the last few
years have seen a significant drop in the
number of people coming to Church
House for teas, with a consequent fall
in revenues.

cakes, scones, ice cream, milk etc. it has
been agreed by the PCC not to run Church
House Teas this coming summer.
Given the long and eventful history of this
public service, it is not a decision that was
taken easily or lightly and the PCC would
like to extend their deepest thanks and
appreciation to all the many volunteers who
have so faithfully, over all the years,
delivered this service. The fruits of their
efforts have done much to provide
Christian outreach to the community and
to support the upkeep of our wonderful
and unique church.
Alternatives have been proposed and
considered and we are looking for willing
volunteers to coordinate events such as a
basic ‘Tea and Cake’ session on Sunday
afternoons from the back of the church for
a donation or a couple of afternoon teas
with music.
We would like to thank as well all of our
community who have joined us for Church
House Teas over the years.
Julia Grant
Church Warden

Although finance is not and should not be
the determining factor in deciding whether
to continue or discontinue this provision, it
has also become increasingly difficult to find
willing volunteers to organise the event. In
the light of these circumstances and, taking
into account the considerable amount of
money our volunteers spend in providing

House Groups
A Personal Testimony
Twenty something years ago I was
standing quietly at the back of church a
coffee in hand looking at a poster and
pondering a couple of interesting things I
heard in the sermon. Then, shaken by
what sounded like a booming voice, half
the coffee spilled on to the floor and I
heard the voice saying ‘you should be in a
house group’ I turned thinking that’s Phil
the vicar. It was. I composed myself and
asked ‘house group, why’? ‘Because you
really need it, it’ll be good for you,’ he said.

• Encourage everyone to join in, but don’t
push people and make them feel
uncomfortable
• Look outward in some way, through
prayer and action
• Seek to understand one another’s
views/questions
• Value any question, and look to answer it.
• Meet socially sometimes.

‘Good for me how’ – ‘what do they do’?
Not like me to ask two questions at the
same time. Fortunately in this case his
answer addressed both. He explained:
House groups get together regularly in each
other’s homes for fellowship, bible study,
prayer and sometimes they look outwards as
well. They provide a safe environment, and
informal atmosphere where we can have fun
and get to know each other, support and
encourage one another in our faith, and feel
valued whatever our contribution.

Many house groups will have guidelines to
work to such as - we will:
• Keep what happens in the group, in the group

‘It will be good for you because you are in
great need of all of those things!’ And he
was absolutely right. I did join a house
group and it was just as he described.
Lovely caring people keen to support me in
my journey of faith. Listening to my
sometimes ‘silly’ questions and answering
them – teaching me so much about
scripture I was surprised and more than a
bit embarrassed about how little I knew!
Praying with and for me, such a blessing.
Encouraging and supporting me in getting
more involved in God’s work.

There have been a couple of occasions when
life has taken me from a house group (e.g.
moving to a different area) and I missed it so
very much. I couldn’t wait to get back into it.

• Always assume positive intent
Peter Joy
• Be open, not shy and holding back

WYCLIFFE Bible Translators

How Big is Your God?
In 1917 an enthusiastic 21-year-old
travelled to Guatemala to sell Spanish
bibles. However most people he met
spoke other languages! Then a Cakchiquel
Indian challenged ‘If your God is so clever
why doesn’t he speak my language?’ So
Cameron Townsend stayed years until he
translated the New Testament into
Cakchiquel but it was incredibly difficult
and he needed help from others to
achieve. 100 years on and nothing has
changed … his work founded Wycliffe
Bible Translators but it is still extremely
challenging and cannot be done without
partnering with others. This includes
organisations such as our current mission
focus MAF but also you and me!

1,548 languages have
the complete New Testament

1,138 languages have
Some portions of the Bible

2,617 languages have
active translation work

1 in 5 people are still waiting
for the Bible in their own language

7,353 languages
are spoken in the world

698 languages have a full Bible

‘For over 60 years, we’ve been pioneering
and innovating, working alongside
communities around the world, creating
partnerships, and training local people
to translate the Bible.’

However the task is huge, one might even
be tempted to say mission impossible?!
1 in 5 people alive today are still waiting
to get the Bible in their language!

3,969

Which means
languages
have not one single verse … not even:
‘For God so loved the world
he gave his only Son that
whoever believes in him shall
not die but have everlasting
life.’

Mission Support Group
How would we cope on a Sunday without
using God’s word in English? Or hearing
only - sic enim dliexit Deus mundum ut
Filium suum unigenitum dare tut omnis qui
credit in cum pereat sed habeat vitam
aeternam (same verse, Latin Vulgate)? Or
how would we grow in our faith?
Yet there is much hope! Many things have
changed speeding up the process at a rate
unheard of before. Workers now tend to
assist mother-tongue speakers to translate
the Bible into their own language. Tools like
mobile phones, laptops, specialist translation
software and high-speed internet that allows
real-time communication over long
distances, enabling remote working even
from the UK make a huge difference.

And actually, God started it! When the
gospel was first preached at Pentecost the
translated Acts tells us ‘Aren’t all these who
are speaking Galileans? Then how is it that
each of us hears them in our native
language? We hear them declaring the
wonders of God in our own tongues!’
‘I’ve prayed for you every day of your life,’ said
one stranger to another. ‘God has answered
my lifelong prayer and today has brought you
to my people.’ The nearly 90-year-old Logoti
man had tears in his eyes as he spoke and the
Englishman who was meeting him for the first
time was stunned into silence.’

This was his first visit into the man’s village
and here he was shaking hands with a
perfect stranger who had been pleading
with God for him and others to begin
translation work his whole life. And Stewart
never knew until today that at least in part,
this man’s prayers had guided his own
career path from teacher to translator.

Madrangi grew up a shepherd boy and
became a Christian aged fifteen but
struggled to make sense of the Old Bangala
Bible, the language of wider communication
in his area. However his hunger for God’s
word was so great he decided he needed it
in his own language at any cost. With no
translators around, he simply began the
work himself! ‘I just found it so difficult and
I couldn’t continue. So I vowed I would play
my part in the way I could - by praying
daily. And now, finally, you are here.’ Living
in one of the most extreme environments
in the world in war-torn Congo, Madrangi
learnt quickly our only hope is in Christ and
he had to rely on him each day for
provision and strength. He prayed for
decades until the work began then
continued to pray as Scripture began to be
published. God gradually answered his
prayers and now the New Testament is
now available in Logoti!
So back to the question ‘HOW BIG IS
YOUR GOD?’ Are we also willing to be
partners and dare to believe one day every
man, woman, child will be able to read
God’s words in the language that speaks to
them best? Madrangi’s simple prayers were
indeed powerful and effective and so, the
Bible tells us, are ours….and we don’t even
have to leave our sitting room!

You can check out more and other ways
to be involved on the Wycliffe Bible
Translators link on the church website or
at www.wycliffe.org.uk
Sue Newton

Mission Support Group

Following an extremely successful
Christmas campaign last year, the
warehouse is full of almost all stock
items. We have been lucky enough to
have the support of local business RH
Amar who have organised some free off
site storage. This frees up space to
enable us to sort effectively.
We still find we have reduced stocks of:
• Tinned ham and corned beef
• Tinned meals such as stew and minced beef
• Tinned hot dogs/meatballs
• Tinned vegetables
Referrals to our service are still increasing.
We gave out 5,608 food parcels in 2019, a
14% increase on 2018. These parcels helped
6,603 adults and 5,666 children.

Our online referral form went live last year
and now we only accept referrals in this
format from our preferred partners. This
has enabled us to be much more efficient
with the service we provide to both
referrers and clients.
We are delighted to tell you that this year we
are partnering with Wycombe Wanderers
Football Club. We will be collecting food
items and cash donations at all home games
for the rest of this season. Do stop and say
hello if you happen to be there. If you fancy
getting involved, drop us a line.

You may notice that Waitrose in
Beaconsfield have allowed us to be one of
their community matters charities this
quarter. If you shop there, please take a
green token (or a fistful!) and pop it in the
box for One Can.
Finally, those of you who attended our
fundraising quiz last year will know we were
raising money for a defibrillator to be located
in our Duke Street premises. We are happy
to tell you that it is now in place and will be
available to the wider community and not
just staff and volunteers at One Can. Thank
you to all those who made this possible.

We thank you for the support you give this
essential service and look forward to seeing
you very soon.
With best wishes from the One Can Team.
Mission Support Group

Against Breast Cancer
Last year I became aware of a charity
called Against Breast Cancer which was
working to improve survival rates
through preventing deaths from
secondary spread breast cancer. It had
been set up in 1993 by Dr Anthony
Leathem, a pathologist at Middlesex
Hospital, who was concerned about the
number of women he had seen dying
from breast cancer and decided to try
and do something about it himself.

Tony and his wife Pat started fundraising
from their own home with Pat selling
bunches of sweet peas from her garden and
Tony standing outside Oxford Circus
station with a collecting tin and this led to
them coming to the attention of the press.
From an initial target of £26 000 to fund a
research assistant ABC has gone from
strength to strength. From small donations
from schools and the recycling of mobile
phones and printer cartridges, bigger
fundraisers such as a Pink Fashion Show and
Auction in a prestigious London Hotel
followed, and now, more than 25 years on

they have the funding available to invest
over £2 million in an 11 year research
project at the University of Southampton
into secondary spread, which is the main
cause of breast cancer related deaths.
One of the ways the charity raises funds is
through their Bin Your Bra scheme. No, this
isn’t supposed to encourage you to go back
to the heady days of Women’s Lib and the
1960s! I see it as a superb way of raising
money for a good cause but also helping
others. They will take all our unwanted bras
– new, old, saggy, baggy – any condition.
New ones get sold on. The others get sent
to Africa to support small businesses and this
textile recovery project not only stops bras
going into landfill but also gives them a new
lease of life in countries such as Togo, Ghana
and Kenya where bras are too expensive to
produce locally. It’s only the ones that are
truly worn out that end up being dismantled
and disposed of properly. One tonne of bras
raises £700 for ABC so it’s worth doing.
That’s why I did a collection last year and
sent 6 sacks of bras to ABC. Success, I
thought – I’ll try again. So this year I put the
word out again, and you, you lovely bunch,
not only binned your own bras, you spread
the word and got loads of others binning
theirs too, to such an extent that there are
even groups looking to get their own bra
banks locally. So thank you again everyone for
your sterling efforts. Having visited the ABC
offices, I know they value your support!

Lin Smit

Bookends
Do you know Olive? Olive Kitteridge I
am talking about, a book written by the
east coast American writer Elizabeth
Strout. Olive is not immediately a
wholly likeable character but she is very
real and as I went through the book I
became increasingly sympathetic with
her and her plight. Her plight being
simply dealing with life and everything
it throws at her.
Elizabeth Strout is a very accomplished
writer who can control the structure of her
novel with confidence. She introduces a
number of characters who live in a small
town in the state of Maine and each of
them then has some sort of interaction
with Olive, to their benefit, for Olive is a
force for good. By the end of the story you
realise that the author is an observer of the
minutiae of life; someone who understands

Lady in Waiting
Anne Glenconner
Publisher: Hodder &
Stoughton
RRP: £20.00
(Hardback)
ISBN-10: 1529359066

ISBN-13: 978-1529359060

Olive Kitteridge
Elizabeth Strout
Publisher: Simons &
Schuster
RRP: £8.99
(Paperback)
ISBN-10: 1849831556
ISBN-13: 978-1849831550

the human condition. If you have enjoyed
Barbara Pym ( I know, very dated now) or
Anne Tyler then I think you would like
Strout. And there is more if you get
hooked: Olive again, My name is Lucy
Barton, and Anything is possible.

Lady in Waiting by Anne Glenconner
was a Christmas present and I read it
quickly and with enjoyment. The author
was a maid of honour at the Queen’s
coronation in 1953 and also lady in
waiting to Princess Margaret from 1973
until her death in 2002. Anne was
married to Colin Glenconner who
bought and ran the Caribbean island of
Mustique.
The writing of this autobiography is fluent,
well structured and easy to read. It is
humorous, self deprecating and quite touching.

I was about to open the front door and
walk to the railway station when I
decided I needed a book for the
journey. Yes, I do have books on my
phone but I would always prefer the
real thing if possible.

So, turning to the bookcase in the hall I picked
out a paperback that was quite slim and
looked to see its title: The Quiet American by
Graham Greene. Into my bag it went. By the
time I reached Marylebone (I was on a slow

The Quiet American
Graham Greene
Publisher: Vintage
Classics
RRP: £8.99
(Paperback)

ISBN-10: 9780099478393
ISBN-13: 978-0099478393

There is no self pity when she relates how
when her husband died in 2010, he left
everything to a former employee. Lady
Anne Glenconner has indeed had a truly
extraordinary life with large amounts of
both glamour and tragedy. A lesson in
resilience I think. I enjoyed it.

train which sometimes I choose because it
gives a peaceful chunk of reading time) I had
decided that yes I had read this before but not
for several decades. That didn’t matter
because the writing was wonderful. At first I
thought I was reading about the Vietnam war
but quickly realised this wasn’t so and that the
story was set during the Indochina War of the
late 1940s and early 50s.
Greene is a superb storyteller with a great
sense of place. He paints a word picture
for the reader so that you become
immersed in the local setting. His main
character is an English newspaper reporter
who has been in the country for several
years. He is louche, laconic and on the edge
of going native. The ending is unexpected
but satisfying, although the war continues
unabated. I have read Brighton Rock, Travels
with my Aunt and the Third Man but there
is plenty more. I plan to investigate.
I am starting a book club, called Bookends,
on the first Monday of each month. It will
be based in Church House at 7.00 pm. The
first meeting will be on Monday 6th April
when we will discuss what books we might
like to read. Please feel free to bring a book
with you to recommend if you would like
to. There will of course be tea and coffee to
go with our conversation. If you plan to
come please let me know so that I can
ensure there are enough refreshments … or
you can book yourself in on ChurchSuite.

I leave you with my favourite Emily Dickinson
quote for this week: ‘There is no frigate like a
book to take us lands away.’

Happy reading,
Susan Brice
susankbrice@hotmail.co.uk

Women’s Get Together
Recently the “Women Get together”
group from Hughenden Church held a
coffee, croissants and chat morning. On
the first cold and frosty morning for
some time, ladies met at Church
House. We were treated to a delicious
breakfast of cheese, meats and Danish
pastries. When we had enjoyed our
tasty breakfast and shared news with
friends, old and new, Trudi Scrivener
was welcomed to give her talk.
Trudi is from Dementia Friends and the
Information session she shared was to raise
our understanding of dementia and later life
care planning. Trudi began by getting our
brains in gear! Working with the person
next to us we were asked to match the
broken sentences about dementia. It
focused our attention and enabled us to
start talking about this emotive topic. As
we worked through the answers together,
Trudi spoke about experiences and possible

options about how to manage situations as
they arise in people’s lives. It was great to
have a forum in which we could ask
questions and discuss dementia.
It affects so many of our lives and yet many
of us don’t feel equipped to face the
challenges it presents. Trudi offered an
insight into this world and knowledgably
answered our questions. The breakfast
provided an excellent opportunity for us to
meet and share the burdens, the challenges,
the funny moments and the low moments.
Thanks to all those who came along, to Jane
Tyrer who organised the food and of
course to Trudi Scrivener who is happy to
discuss the topic further, call her on T: 01494 917 344 M: 07825 004 99.
If you wish to sign up to the Women Get
Together group emails, please contact
lucy.rippon@gmail.com. We try and offer a
variety of activities to appeal to different
ages and interests, ranging from evenings
spent in the pub to national church led
women’s events! You can come along to all
or none of our events: there is no
commitment. Equally if you have a
suggestion about an event we could arrange
then please do contact Lucy on the above
email address.
Lucy Rippon

When Spring Comes
‘See! The winter is past; the rains are over and gone.
Flowers appear on the earth; the season of singing has come,
the cooing of doves is heard in our land.’
Song of Songs 2: 11-12
March is the month that I associate
with the coming of spring, my favourite
time of the year, and such a relief after
the darkness and gloom of winter. This
verse beautifully describes the joy that
most of us feel as the days begin to
brighten, and nature starts to awaken
once again.
These words also speak to us about a new
season in life, one that is filled with hope
and expectation. Sometimes we experience
the darkness of winter in our lives – maybe
in the form of depression, bereavement,
chronic illness, family difficulties, financial
problems and so on. These long winter
months of the soul may seem to last
forever. Our joy disappears, our energy
dissipates, our mood is low. A thick black
cloud hangs over us and it seems as if the
sun will never shine again.
Then we have this reminder that no season
lasts for ever. The cold grip of Winter
gradually thaws and gives way to warmer
days. The sun does shine again, and the
temperature rises. Birds sing and flowers
blossom. The sap rises. Love is in the air.
And in the spiritual realm the same
happens. Eventually we will enter a new
season of the soul. Joy returns and life gets

back to something like normality. No
darkness lasts for ever. We experience our
own awakening, a kind of mini resurrection.
We start to feel alive again, to see
possibilities and to dream again.
In the depths of Winter, we can look ahead
to the certainty of Spring. Faith enables us
to believe that the winter of the soul will
soon be past as well. In the darkness we
choose to hope in God.
From the Parish Pump
By Rev Tony Horsfall of Charis Training
More details at: www.charistraining.co.uk

A Windy Bin Day
It’s bin day in Loosley Row,
Along the hedge the papers blow:
Tossed from their boxes before collection,
For recycling and resurrection.
The winds of Ciara have torn them free,
Along with our rubbish, for all to see.
I’ll scour the lane to catch our waste,
And put it back where it was placed.
Blue for glass, the plastic, and tin,
Brown for food, black: the rest goes in
But paper and card will not stay put:
The lidded box will not keep shut.
An Amazon box is up the road,
I try and try to keep it stowed!
The papers soaked with all this rain,
Our rubbish is really a pain!
The wind has gone! The rubbish cleared
It’s not as bad as I had feared.
OH! still a packet is entangled
On hazel tree with catkins dangled.
A harbinger of spring at last
Perhaps the winter storms are past
The wind and rain was such a menace
Oh no! Next comes a storm called Dennis!
Jane Tyrer

Mothers’ Union
Our Annual General Meeting on 4th
February was chaired by TJ (Rev.
Tracey Jones) who admitted that this
was the first time she had chaired
such a meeting so she was a little
nervous. However, by the end, we all
agreed that she had done a sterling
job!

As usual at our AGM we listened to
reports on the various aspects of Mothers’
Union involvement, e.g. wedding rehearsals,
baptisms, Tiny Tots, Social Concern,
support for Wycombe Women’s Aid,
Ploughman’s Lunch in support of Away
From It All Holidays, etc.

On the family’s return to England TJ
attended secondary school and later joined
the Royal Navy as a nurse. It was during a
posting to Gibraltar that she met her
husband-to-be, Richard. Some time later
after they were married and had a baby
son, Richard’s job took them to the Falkland
Islands. After their return to England, TJ’s
very good friend who was disabled, asked
TJ to accompany her as a helper to a
course on training for the ministry. It was
during this time that one or two people
remarked to TJ that she herself would be a
good candidate to enter the ministry and
the rest, as they say, is history! TJ was
warmly thanked, both for her excellent
chairmanship and also for sharing her
experiences with us.

After the ‘business’
part of the meeting,
we had a fascinating
one or two people remarked to TJ
talk by TJ on her
that she herself would be a good
life. She was born
candidate to enter the ministry and
in the Gilbert
Islands in the Pacific
the rest, as they say, is history!
Ocean, a group of
If you would like to find out more about
tiny islands. Her school was on a
MU, come to our next meeting on 3rd
neighbouring small island so she had to
March when the speaker will be telling us
make a daily journey to and from school
about his work with the Open Doors
by boat, always arriving half an hour late
charity. We meet in Church House at 7.30
and leaving an hour early because of the
pm and always welcome anyone who
boat’s timetable. She showed us some
wishes to join us.
photographs of herself dressed in a grass
skirt and dancing in front of a large group
Norma Clarke
of island children. Apparently she was the
star turn as she was the only white child
among the native children and the
islanders felt they had ‘one up’ on the
other islands!

Holy Day in March
St Joseph the Carpenter - 19th March
Many people know that Joseph was the
father of the most famous man who
ever lived, but beyond that, we know
very little about him. The Gospels
name him as the ‘father’ of Jesus, while
also asserting that the child was born of
a virgin. Even if he wasn’t what we call
the ‘biological’ father, it was important
to them that he was a distant
descendant of the great King David - a
necessary qualification for the Messiah.
It’s obvious that Joseph (usually described
as a ‘carpenter’) was not wealthy, because
he was allowed to offer the poor man’s
sacrifice of two pigeons or turtle doves at
the presentation of his infant son. No one
expected eloquence or wisdom from this
man’s son. Jesus was born into an
unremarkable family, with a doubtless hardworking artisan as His father. There would
have been few luxuries in that little home
at Nazareth.

Matthew begins his birth narrative with the
bald statement that Mary was engaged to
Joseph, but before they lived together she
became pregnant ‘with child from the Holy
Spirit’. Joseph was not apparently privy to
the divine intervention in her life, and drew
the obvious conclusion: it was another man’s
child. However, he was not the sort of man
who wished to disgrace her publicly, so he
resolved to ‘dismiss her quietly’ - end their
engagement without fuss, we might say.

However, at that point Joseph had a dream
in which he was told by ‘an angel of the
Lord’ not to hesitate to take Mary as his
wife, because the child conceived in her was
‘from the Holy Spirit’, and that the baby
was to be named ‘Jesus’ (‘saviour’) because
He will ‘save His people from their sins’. On
waking, Joseph did as he had been
instructed and took Mary as his wife.
So far as Joseph himself is concerned, we
can be pretty sure of a few things. In human,
legal terms he was the father of Jesus, he
was a carpenter and he had probably died
before Jesus began his public ministry. The
little we are told suggests a devout, decent
and sensitive man, one who shared Mary’s
anxiety when the 12 year-old Jesus went
missing in Jerusalem, and who presumably
taught his son the trade of a carpenter.

Joseph has become an icon of the working
man - there are many churches nowadays
dedicated to ‘Joseph the Worker’. He can
stand in the calendar of saints for the
‘ordinary’ person, a straight-forward
craftsman who never expected or chose to
be in the spotlight of history. He did what he
could, and he was obedient to everything that
he believed God required of him. To do the
‘ordinary’ thing well, to be kind, caring and
open to guidance: these are great gifts, and
Joseph seems to have had them in abundance.

From the Parish Pump

From the
Potting Shed
So, do you think we have had winter?
Maybe the snow and ice are still waiting
to surprise us. I have a geranium in flower
outside the kitchen door. I have no idea
what season that plant thinks it is.
Jobs for March
1. Move snowdrops now they are in the
green. This means in flowering clumps.
This way they seem happier to settle
into a new position.
2. Take root cuttings from perennials such
as delphiniums and phlox.
3. Many seedlings are on offer from plant
catalogues now. It is obviously a cheap
option to buy them like this but
remember they will need to be kept
inside until the danger of frost is over.

4. Continue to mist houseplants to help
them cope with central heating.

5. Pot up hardy spring bedding such as
wallflowers, primroses and forget-me-nots.
6. Sprinkle slow release fertiliser around
the base of roses and other flowering
shrubs.
My hubby keeps telling me how well his
leeks are doing. So, as long as he can keep
those pesky rabbits away, I will be making
cheesy baked leeks with ham in a few days
time. Top the cheese sauce with
breadcrumbs and some chopped herbs and
it will be a tasty treat for March.
Look out for the return of Gardeners
World and then we will know spring has
really come.
Yours,
Cecily MacGregor

Monty heralding
the start of spring

World Day of Prayer
Friday 6th March
For many years the Churches in High
Wycombe town have joined together
to celebrate the World Day of Prayer
(formerly known as Women’s World
Day of Prayer). You may remember that
we have hosted the service twice at St.
Michael and All Angels and it had been
well supported.
Sadly the congregations have declined
recently and also owing to the ill health of
several committee members the decision
has been taken to close the group down.
The Churches in Holmer Green village
continue to host a service and would be
delighted if we would like to join them at
2.00 pm at Christ Church opposite the
Common. The service will be at 2.00 pm,

followed by refreshments. There is a car
park available from the entrance in
Featherbed Lane.
This year the service has been prepared by
the Christian women of Zimbabwe. We will
be encouraged to reflect on their difficulties
and unrest over many years. They invite us
to support them as they continue their
turbulent journey towards full reconciliation.
I do hope that we can support this
opportunity to join together with local
churches to support the people of
Zimbabwe. As you will see from the change
of name men are equally welcomed as well
as women. For further details please contact
Barbara Willson at bafwillson@gmail.com

Barbara Willson

Good Companions

Floodlighting Dedication

At our meeting on 5th March we will be
treated to the sound of Joyce Wooster
& Co with their Banjo Review.

Yvonne Cook, Delziel and Vivien are
remembering Ralph Cook, husband and
father, on the 25th March, his first
anniversary. Missed every day by us all.

As always we will have tea, cakes and a
raffle for which members are asked to
bring an item. We are a very friendly
group and always welcome newcomers.
Pat Furness

If you have special occasions to mark,
why don't you dedicate the
floodlighting? Please send any
dedications to Lynn Brooks at
office@hughendenparishchurch.org.uk

God in the Arts
‘He gave us eyes to see them’
The RSPCA was the first national
animal welfare society in the world and
was founded in 1824 by an Anglican
priest, the Revd Arthur Broome. He
asked the question, ‘Can the infliction
of cruelty on any being which the
Almighty has endued with feelings of
pain and pleasure consist with genuine
and true benevolence?’

Woodcut from
Cologne Bible of 1478
This month we focus on the story of
Balaam and his donkey in Numbers 22.
Balaam has not heeded God’s will, and as
he journeys, an angel bars his way.
Balaam cannot see the angel, but his
donkey can. Three times the animal turns
away. Three times he is beaten by his
owner, and eventually the donkey asks,
‘Why are you beating me when I have
served you faithfully?’ Balaam’s eyes are
opened: he sees the angel and his heart
repents.

This story is captured in a vivid woodcut
from the Cologne Bible of 1478. It was a
translation into Low German and enhanced
by colourful illustrations. We can see
Balaam on his donkey in the countryside.
He has raised his hand to strike, unaware
that the donkey has seen the angel of God.
As we look and ponder this story, we can
remember that cruelty and abuse mark out
life today with children, vulnerable adults,
and all creatures great and small. The
donkey calls us to think of how we treat
creation around us.
Donkeys can be stubborn, but they are also
signs of humility, patience and hard work. It
might be Dapple with Sancho Panza in the
story of Don Quixote, or Tim Moore
travelling the camino with his donkey in
‘Spanish Steps.’ And in the Gospels, we
recall the donkey in the Christmas story
and the donkey that bore Jesus into
Jerusalem on the first Palm Sunday. We
celebrate that day next month: the humble
donkey sharing in the triumph of that entry,
just as he shares with all animals in the
wonder of creation. G K Chesterton’s
poem reminds us that the donkey may be
starved, scourged and derided, but he had
that special hour of glory. ‘There was a
shout about my ears and palms before my
feet.’
From the Parish Pump
by Rev Michael Burgess

March Recipe
Butter Shortbread
During my childhood there was always
the wonderful aroma of baking at home
as my mother was an extremely good
cook and baker and there was seldom a
time when there were no scones, hot
cross buns or a cake in a tin in the
larder.
Even during the war years with shortages
of ingredients, she managed to rustle up
some sort of delicious bread or cake. In
addition, there was always shortbread and
callers to the house were immediately
offered a cup of tea and a piece of
shortbread. At my mother’s funeral, our

vicar spoke warmly of her and said she
‘made the most wonderful shortbread one
had ever tasted’!

So, as I have tried to carry on her
shortbread tradition, I would like to share
the recipe.
Sylvia Clark

Ingredients
To make about 30 fingers.
A baking tin approximately 8½ x 12 inches
(sorry, I don’t do centimetres). The shortbread
can also, of course, be baked in round tins.

4 ozs caster sugar

Alternative
Recipe
How to
Preserve Children

8 ozs softened butter
10 ozs plain flour

Ingredients

2 ozs cornflour
1 large grassy field

Method
Place all ingredients in a bowl – if you
have a free-standing electric mixer just
switch it on at low speed. Everything will
soon turn into a dough, but leave it mixing
for another 5 minutes as this kneads it. If
you don’t have a mixer, rub all the
ingredients together until they form a
dough and then knead it for 5 minutes.
Grease your baking tin then press out the
dough until it is level. It should be just
under half an inch thick. Mark a pattern
and prick with a fork. Bake at 150°C for
45 minutes by which time it should be
pale golden. Biscuits can be made with
this mixture by simply rolling the dough
out to about ¼ inch thick and cutting with
a biscuit cutter. Biscuits take around 2025 minutes to bake.
Remove from the oven and sprinkle with
caster sugar. Cut into pieces immediately,
but leave in the tin for a few minutes
before lifting out with a pallet knife and
placing on a cooling wire. When cold,
store in an airtight container.

½ doz. children
2 or 3 small dogs
1 brook
Several small pebbles

Method
Mix the children and the dogs well
together. Put them in the field, stirring
constantly. Pour the brook over the
pebbles. Sprinkle the field with some
flowers. Spread over all a deep blue
sky. Bake in a hot sun. When
thoroughly browned, remove and set
to cool in a bathtub.

Regular Groups
Meet like-minded people at Hughenden Church
House Groups
A variety of house groups meet
throughout the week: for days and
times, or for further information
contact Revd. Keith Johnson on 01494
257569.

Friendship Morning
This is a get together in Church House on the third
Thursday each month at 10.30 am. Primarily for those who
are bereaved, who live on their own or who are lonely.
The emphasis is on companionship and the atmosphere is
light and cheerful. Contact Penny Austin on 01494 529596.

Young People's Groups @ St Michael & All Angels
Throughout the year we have a number of activities, events and
trips taking place. For current details on what's coming up
please contact Bex Hawes - rebecca@wycombeyfc.org.uk

Babies & Toddlers @ St. Michael & All Angels
Babies and Toddlers @ St. Michael’s meets every Thursday in term time
from 9.30 - 11.30 am in the North Room. Come for chat, play, craft
and refreshments. Included, every second Thursday of the month, will
be ‘Tiny Tots’, a time of fun worship in church. For details contact Helen
Peters - helen.peters@peters-research.com

Calendar
March
3rd 7.30 pm Mothers Union Meeting: Church House
4th 1.00 pm Knit and Natter: Church House
7th 10.00 am Wedding Prepartion: Church House
1.00 pm Chiltern Arts Lunchtime Concert: Church

1st & 3rd Sundays
8.00 am Holy Communion (Said)
9.00 am Holy Communion (Sung)
10.45 am Service of the Word

6.00 pm Evensong (Sung)

th

11 12.30 pm Easter Eggsplained - Great Kingshill: Church
12th 10.30 am Tiny Tots: Church
7.00 pm PCC Meeting: Church House
th

2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays

17
18th
19th
25th

2.30 pm Church Visit by U3A & Guided Tour: Church

8.00 am Holy Communion (Said)

1.00 pm Easter Eggsplained - Hughenden School: Church

9.00 am Matins (Sung)

26th

3.15 pm Messy Church: Cryers Hill Methodist Church

1.30 pm Easter Eggsplained - Hughenden School: Church

9.00 am Schools Easter Workshops: Church
7.30 pm The Annuciation - Holy Communion: Church

April

10.45 am Family Communion

6.00 pm Evensong (Sung)

Regular Activities
Tuesdays
7.30 pm Bell Ringing Practice

For details of the Easter services see the card that will be delivered
throughout the parish or can be picked up in church; or visit the website. Wednesdays

7.45 pm Choir Practice

1st 1.00 pm Knit and Natter: Church House
2nd 10.30 am Tiny Tots: Church
Visiting Bell Ringers
th
6 7.00 pm Bookends: Church House
Mar 4 10.15 am 14
9.30 am
7th 7.30 pm Mothers Union Meeting: Church House
18 10.15 am 30 10.00 am
23rd 3.15 pm Messy Church: Cryers Hill Methodist Church Apr 18 9.30 am
25th 8.30 am Men's Breakfast: Church House
th @

th @

th @

th @

th @

9.00 am Mark the Evangelist - Holy Communion: Church

26

th

For a full and up-to-date list of events
10.00 am Combined Service (followed by AVM & APCM): see the calendar on the church website:
Church (replaces 9.00 am & 10.45 am services) hughendenparishchurch.org.uk/Calendar

Snowdrops
Lord, I watch and wait for the arrival of snowdrops.
The first signs of spring
breaking through the crisp outer surface
of snow covered fields.
The fragile, tiny flower.
Delicate, perfect, pure white.
Heart hidden to all but you.
Pushing up through the layers of insulating snow.
Breaking out of darkness; into the light.
Rising from the depths and reaching to
new heights.
A bright new world waiting.

How like the snowdrops we are Lord.
How much we WANT to wait patiently
for your timing.
And yet, how desperate we are to live
in the light.
We are impatient for those we know
and love.
Bring spring into your garden.
Bring new life to your church.
Bring your perfect, fragile, pure life
into the lives of our neighbours
and friends.

Tracey Jones (TJ)

Who’s Who

Keith Johnson

Helen Peters

Tracey Jones (TJ)

Vicar

Associate Minister

Curate

Home: 01494 257569
Mobile: 07772 642393

Home: 01494 716772
Mobile: 07792 118357

Mobile: 07939 536879

keiththevicar@gmail.com

helen.peters@peters-research.com

Day off: Friday

Day off: Monday

Parish Office

rev.funkyfish@gmail.com

Administrator: Lynn Brooks
Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 07928 536543
9.30 am - 12.30 pm
office@hughendenparishchurch.org.uk

Licensed Lay Minister

David Tester

563354

Servers

Andrew Cole

442191

Churchwardens

Julia Grant

565746

Church Flowers

Sylvia Clark

562801

Nicholas Devlin 712693

Church Library

Alison Gieler

562473

Arthur Johnson 521471

Crèche Rota

Ali Skillen

Outreach and Social

Frank Hawkins

565050

Parish Clark & Verger

Church Notices & Website Ben Brice

445899

07709 487101

PCC Secretary

Louise Stallwood 712705

Mothers’ Union Parish Link Ann McCarthy

712004

PCC Treasurer

Ian Faulkner

Valley Friends

Heather Mayer

436044

451279

Organist & Choirmaster Neil Brice

445899

Hughenden Village Hall

-

Worship Leader

Tony Sackville

446035

Naphill Village Hall

Norma Clarke

563116

Captain of Bellringers

David Cornwall 714718

Safeguarding Officer

Tricia Devlin

712693

07815 163269

Our Mission is

Loving God, draw us on the journey to the places of holiness, the places of peace,
the places of fellowship, the places of encounter, the places of beauty, the places
where faith has been lived, your love made known, your hope held out in the past,
for the present, into the future. Amen.

To enable all to follow Jesus Christ
We shall live out this mission through
Prayer, Presence, Persuasion and Proclamation by:

Leading lives centred on Jesus Christ
That are steadfastly based on the Bible and prayer.
That are based on Jesus’ example.
By being ambassadors of Christ to our friends, families,
neighbours, and work and school colleagues.

Being seen and known
in the wider Community by
Understanding the communities in which we live
and seeking to be fully involved in those communities.

Building appropriate bridges between our church and our community.
Taking every opportunity to share the good news about Jesus Christ.

Offering and receiving spiritual
and practical support and development
That is appropriate to wherever people are on their spiritual journey.

That is based on worship that is honouring to God
and accessible and relevant to all.

That is led by prayer that engages with the will of God and his purposes.

