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There has been a place of worship and prayer on this site

since the 12th century and today the church is open for

anyone wishing to wander around or sit a while in

its peace. We are an open, welcoming and

inclusive church where there are many

opportunities for fellowship, social

activities and of course the possibility

for spiritual growth.

Outlook is published monthly

excluding August and January. Articles

or comments can be submitted to

mag@hughendenparishchurch.org.uk.

The deadline is the 15th of the month. If

you would like the magazine delivered then

please contact Andrew Cole - 01494 442191.

We hope you find something here to interest, inform or

enlighten you. We wish you well and would love to have

the chance to get to know you.

This magazine serves the parish in which our beautiful church of

St Michael & All Angels is situated. Outlook aims to give you a

flavour of what it is to live in Hughenden and to worship here.
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Dear Readers

Welcome to the first issue of our new full

colour magazine, fresh for the New Year.

The editorial team of Sylvia Clark, Susan Brice and

we two, all hope that you will like the new updated

format. It has been designed by our graphics

supremo, Ben Brice, to present a 21st century look

to our publication and to match the way we now

present all St Michael & All Angels’

communications.

We have given much thought to removing rotas and

such like which are now best organised and found

through ChurchSuite, which also has the benefit of

being update-able and thus not out of date as soon

as published, as so often has occurred.

If however, this causes you a personal difficulty,

please let Jane Tyrer know on 01844 344650, or on

mjanetyrer@btinternet.com

For those uncertain or unaware about ChurchSuite,

please see the article by Ben Sharp later in the

magazine, and, if you have a computer or mobile

phone, please sign-up: it makes communication with

all our congregations so much more effective.

Jane and Christopher Tyrer

Editors

Feedback

Comments on the new magazine format

(complimentary or otherwise!) please to the

magazine email: mag@hughendenparish

church.org.uk, indicating whether they are for

publication or not.

You will also find that the church calendar,

though still reproduced herein, is in a more

contemporary and – we hope - more user

friendly format.

A copy of the magazine will, of course, appear

on our website, in a more linear format and any

item can be downloaded and enlarged should

you desire.

New Year: New Beginnings

Checking ChurchSuite
on a tablet
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From the Vicarage

Keith Johnson

Vicar

St Michael & All Angels,
Hughenden

As you may recall in a previous

article I have written, Bishop

Steven Croft is encouraging all

churches in the Oxford diocese

to become more Christ-like. That

is: to seek to shape all aspects of

church-life to reflect the

character of Jesus Christ; to be

contemplative, compassionate

and courageous, inspired by the

words of Christ from the

beatitudes. (A section of his most

famous talk, known as the

Sermon on

the Mount,

from Matthew

5: 1-10).

I have a deep conviction that

we as a church and a

community should focus on

our ability to demonstrate

compassion to those in need. I am

aware that a great deal of care and

compassion already takes place

both within our church and

community. However, we should

never be afraid to ask the question

– can we do more? To which the

answer is of course, yes.

Jesus has a special compassion for

those who might appear forgotten

by others. I am sure that we all know

people who are experiencing difficult

times, perhaps as a result of ill-

health, relationship breakdowns,

loneliness, mobility issues or other

such life challenges.

If you are reading these words and

you would really appreciate a visit

from a member of our clergy team

at St Michael & All Angels, or

someone from our Pastoral Visiting

Team, then please let me know.

Perhaps you would like some

company for a chat over a cup of

tea, or some advice of a spiritual/

pastoral nature. Perhaps you are no

longer able to get to church

regularly, due to mobility issues, and

would love someone to bring Holy

Communion to you.

Sometimes people cannot make it to

church due to more practical reasons,

such as transport. I am also conscious

that the path up to church can be too

steep for some, and we would be

pleased to make arrangements for you

The Beatitudes

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn, for
they will be comforted.

Blessed are the meek, for they will
inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness, for they
will be filled.

Blessed are the merciful, for they
will receive mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart, for
they will see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for
they will be called children of God.

Blessed are those who are
persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

We are your church, and we
would love to respond with
support in any way which might
be a blessing to you
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to be met in the church car park by prior arrangement,

and to push you into church in a wheelchair, if that is of

help.

We are your church, and we would love to respond

with support in any way which might be a blessing to

you, so please do ask us, or ask a friend to get in touch.

Please get in touch with me in the first instance,

through my contact details on our church website.

We can also support you through prayer. We are

called to pray for one another, and bear one

another’s burdens. In our intercessions in the church,

we regularly pray for those in need locally, as well as

for national and international needs.

Can we pray for you?We have a prayer board at

the back of church, onto which you can affix prayer

requests, which don’t have to contain names, or

specifics, if you so wish. We regularly pray for these

individuals during Morning Prayer at 7.30 am every

Tuesday. Our intercessions list, which is published in

our weekly notice sheet, contains the names

(sometimes just the first name) of those in need,

without any specific detail, and these are read out

during our Sunday intercessions in each service.

What a difference it makes to the life of our parish

when love and compassion are shown to one

another. I invite you to join me in seeking to become

more compassionate during 2020 to those in need,

through prayer, through word and through deed.

meek

poor in SPIRIT those who mourn

hu
ng

er

m
er
ci
fu
l thirst FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS

PURE in heart

persecuted peacemakers

Meet Keith over a cup of coffee most Mondays at
Hughenden Village Shop at 10.30 am or at Bon Ami

Café, Naphill on Wednesdays at the same time.
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The TOWER Project

You will, by now, be aware that there is a

serious problem in the Bell Tower. At the top of

the Tower, where there is a pyramid shaped

roof, covered by tiles, with perimeter lead

guttering and lead capping at the apex, water

has been leaking in for some time causing

significant damage to the beams and masonry.

Consequently, a project has begun to plan and

execute the work necessary to carry out the

required repairs and renewals.

As our church is a Grade 2* Listed building, we have

statutory obligations to carry out these repairs.

Furthermore, the planned repairs must be approved

by the Diocese and carried out by approved experts.

We have been very fortunate. Apart from reroofing

in the 1990s, we have not been obliged to face a

challenge of this magnitude since the Blagden-

Searight rebuild of the 1870s, when Disraeli was Lay

Rector, and about which Christopher Tyrer has

written in previous articles on Canon Henry Blagden.

We have been truly blessed. It is a fact that the

Church of England owns 12,220 listed buildings, of

which about 639 out of the 847 churches in our

Diocese of Oxford are included.

What is the challenge that we face? The present

estimate of total cost is £200,000. We have a

Quantity Surveyor’s report which supports this

estimate, but the true cost will not be known until

we go out to tender. It looks as if the apex will have

to be dismantled, repairs to be beams and masonry

carried out and the roof reinstated. We will be

mounting detailed displays at the back of the

Church exhibiting the extent of the problems and

the remedies. Scaffolding is likely to feature as a

significant item of expense, because of the location

of the work required. We shall have to pay the

contractors by stages as the Lead Architect

certifies.

How can we all come together and make this

happen? We have some funds already: £14,000 is in

our reserves for maintenance purposes and The

Buckinghamshire Historic Churches Trust has

awarded us a Grant of £10,000, for which we are

extremely grateful. With other actual and promised

pledges we now have secured £26,500, or 13.25% of

the total. We have a potential call on other funds,

but this would mean diverting money from other

essential mission and action projects that we

currently undertake. We are applying to grant

funders for assistance and several applications have

been made and others are planned for the near

future. We intend to seek help and guidance from a

professional bid writer to ensure that we make the

most effective case for funding assistance that we

possibly can.

How can you help? There is no denying the

magnitude of the task and there is no escape from it

because the Church is a Listed Building. We need to

raise, as a parish community, £100,000 of the cost.

That equates, for example, to 100 individuals,

families or groups pledging to donate £1,000, each.

There are 180 names on our Church Electoral Roll

alone!
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Possible examples: £1,000 over 12 months, equals

12 x £84 or 12 x £62.50 (with Gift Aid) we can all

make calculations as to covenants over longer

periods and it is not essential to have all the money

at the outset, although it is a rule with grant funders

that they will only pay money for projects whose

actual building work has not been commenced.

What we are seeking is financial pledges through

covenants, with Gift Aid if possible. Any pledges, of

course, would be in addition to existing regular

giving. Please do not hesitate to speak to either

church warden or to Keith if you so wish to find out

more.

Is there any light at the end of the tunnel?

Because we have the statutory duty to maintain, the

Government offers some assistance. Under the

Listed Places of Worship Scheme (LpoWS) all

chargeable VAT can be claimed back. We have

registered under the scheme and have claimed the

first tranche of VAT already paid to our experts for

their advices and reports.

There is no immediate need to panic! However, we

do need to keep going with the planning and design

work in preparation for our DAC faculty application

and we need to put as much collective effort into

fundraising as we possibly can. The fundraising has

now become the priority because funding

applications have to be submitted before any work is

started.

Although the bell tower is our first priority and

must be addressed this year, we should use this as

an opportunity to think about other

improvements we want to make to our church.

There may be other ways it can be changed to

better meet our needs and expand our outreach

into our local community.

We must explore every possible avenue to try to

raise the money we need and prayerfully consider

what each one of us can contribute to meeting the

greatest challenge our church has faced in more than

a generation.

Nick Devlin

Churchwarden

On a
happier note
This year is the 125th anniversary of the

National Trust.

Happy birthday to our neighbours!

Check the Hughenden Manor page on the

national trust website for special events taking

place this year - nationaltrust.org.uk/hughenden

Experience of fundraising?

If anyone has experience of fundraising and would

be prepared to offer some of their own time to assist

with this vital part of the project going forward, we

would love to talk to them.
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The DIGITAL Church

A journey in faith by the St Michael & All Angels community

Just over two years ago, the church adopted a

new management system and information

portal called ChurchSuite. The Parochial

Church Council (PCC) had recognised it would

need to prepare itself for the arrival of the new

Data Protection Act the following year, which

brought the much

publicised General

Data Protection

Regulation (GDPR)

into UK law. The

PCC also saw the

church had an opportunity to leap forward in

terms of how to administer and run its day-to-

day work.

Since then, there has been a time-saving and

liberating transformation! The way in which

personal information, rota administration, the

booking of our facilities and the signup process

for events have been handled has been

revolutionised. The new system has rightly given

the members of our church community the

power to manage their own

information. ChurchSuite has provided

our wonderful Parish Administrator

with an excellent tool for her role. It

has also given our leaders and

coordinators - from the PCC to individual event

organisers - an easy way to let the community

know about activities, news and more.

join us on our
digital journey!

FEATURED
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Perhaps most importantly, the adoption of ChurchSuite

has meant that our church is better able to handle

personal information in a safe and legally-compliant

manner, fit for the Digital Age in which we live. We all

have a responsibility to ourselves and our friends to

ensure we are not vulnerable to the misuse, loss or

theft of our information, given the rise in the number

of criminals who prey on good-natured people.

Change did not come easily, especially when practices

such as maintaining address books, producing contact

sheets, generating rotas and collecting information to

run activities have been done in a ‘certain way’ for

years, if not decades! However, the community of St

Michael & All Angels admirably rose to the challenge

and willingly embraced the new ways of working that

have led to a remarkable transformation and that

continue to prompt further initiatives.

Other changes that have been spurred by our move to

being a Digital Church have included include greater

use of our website and social media to publicise events

and to share the Gospel with the local community.

The publishing of sermons online, and the further use

of ChurchSuite to coordinate internal activities has

also been enabled.

So please join us on our digital journey! By signing-

up to ChurchSuite, you will be able to receive

church news updates and information by email,

access the church directory (our address book),

easily, see upcoming events and more. And if

you’re not confident with a computer or need

some help, please get in touch or catch Lynn or me

after one of our Sunday services - we will be glad

to assist.

Ben Sharp
Data Protection Officer

01494 569483

contact@hughendenparishchurch.org.uk

Lynn Brooks
Parish Administrator

Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday

9:30 am - 12:30 pm

07928 536543

office@hughendenparishchurch.org.uk

• To sign up to ChurchSuite, head to:

hughendenparishchurch.org.uk/signup

• To download the app for your handheld device,

search for ‘ChurchSuite’ in your App Store.

• For more information about protecting Personal

Information, a Which? guide can be found at:

bit.ly/PersData

Article
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On a summer’s visit last year we stayed at a

lovely country hotel in the village of Whitewell

in the midst of Bowland Forest. Next door was

the small village church of St Michael’s, which of

course we visited, having first picked up the key

from behind the hotel bar!

(Incidentally, the hotel is often used by members of

the Royal Family en route to Scotland, as many of the

photographs on display attested.)

It is a pretty church but what took my eye was the

tale of a former vicar who, in a week of witness

organised by his Deanery, took his ministry out to his

parishioners, conscious that as a farming community,

few could actually make it to church for his special

evening services.

I found an account in the church of the 48 years

old Rev Thomas Reid who, each evening in that

week of witness, visited 10 homes in his 15 square

mile parish to lead parishioners in 15 minutes of

devotion and prayer. He arrived early if there

were children in the family so they could join in,

arriving later where there were only adults. ‘But

not too late, as farming folk have to get up early’

as he said.

He estimated he walked 60 miles during the week,

hoping to get a lift home most nights. His attire

was a cloak and cassock and he held a 7-foot staff

in his right hand and in his left a lantern. (No

streetlights then nor indeed now, in the area). First

to be visited were two of the oldest of Rev Reid’s

Tramping the Valleys

370 parishioners: retired farmer John Burton and

his wife. Said 75-year-old Mrs Burton: ‘We can’t

get to church very often. It is very good of the vicar to

come to us.’

How about it, Keith?

Jane Tyrer

Reverend Reid on
his mission
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From the

Potting Shed

This is a tricky time for gardeners.

Is your garden frozen solid at the moment or

maybe it is messy and muddy? Either way it is

not very workable is it? So, stay in the warm

until spring comes and you’ll know when that is

because Monty Don will be back with

Gardeners’ World and Friday evenings will feel

right again.

However, it is a good time to think about what you

want from your garden this year...

• Is 2020 the year you want to start growing

vegetables? Where would be suitable in your

garden? Might it be good to build some raised beds?

• Does your garden need some shade? Maybe a

small birch tree, a cherry or a willow would work.

• Look at the colourful catalogues that come

through the letterbox and plan the plants you

want to order in the spring.

• Aim to photo your garden each month this year. It

will give you a record of what works and what you

might like to move and change.

• If you have a pond then ensure any ice that forms is

regularly broken so that water is available for wildlife.

• Check that any terracotta pots are raised off the

ground so that they can drain and are less likely to

crack.

If though, you are feeling energetic and don’t want to

stay wrapped up inside, then maybe you would like

to take the opportunity to visit someone else’s

garden. Some examples:

• RHS Wisley Gardens is just off the motorway

near Woking.

• The Lyde Garden near Princes Risborough, part of

the Carrington Estate.

• Greys Court near Henley.

• Cliveden near Taplow.

Some parts of the Lake District look stunning on a

cold, frosty day ... but maybe that is a little far to

travel.

Till next time,

Yours,

Cecily MacGregor

Cliveden Gardens
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A thank you from
Levi Santana

You will remember that back in July last year

we, as a church, had a special collection to raise

money to buy Levi Santana, our link missionary

in Goiania, Brazil, a car. He needed another

vehicle as an essential ‘tool’ to enable him to

get people and equipment around a large city

and to transport addicts to the rehab clinic

several hours drive away, just as examples.

Think of it as a “white van for a missionary” if

you will!

Well, we raised £6079.13, which when combined

with Gift Aid and some other gifts enabled him to

purchase a vehicle. In case you have not been able

to see the

November thank

you from Levi,

which has been

displayed on the

church notice

board, we include

it below along with one of his pictures:

“Dear friends at St Michael and All Angels

I am very pleased to say that we have found a car! It

ended up being a 2-year-old FIAT Argo. It drives really

well, and it is perfect for purpose. Since purchasing the

car, it has made many trips. We welcomed a team

from St Andrew’s Church, High Wycombe, and it was

great to have the car to ferry them around as well as

collect them from Brasilia airport when they arrived.

The car has already taken three people to rehab, and a

load of donations from various locations from our office.

We have also visited 4 different rehabs with it, and

used it to take our kit each time, covering a total of

just over 1500 Km already. This has allowed Debora to

ferry the kids around with the

other car!!! It is a massive

change for us and such an

answer to prayer. We cannot

thank you all enough for this

generous gift that will enable our

ministry here in Goiania in a massive way. I have

included some pictures for you and named the car

Mike, in honour of your community.

Many blessings, Levi. 23 November 2019”

With our thanks too, to all our congregation for

such a superb result.

Mission Support Group

I have named the car
Mike, in honour of
your community

Levi and Mike

MISSION Support Group
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Winter in Syria

Greetings from Humanitarian Aid Relief Trust

We recently received thanks from HART for

our kind donations and support during 2019.

As most of you probably know, they work with

local partners in eight developing countries,

venturing where larger NGOs are often less

able to be effective. Tackling poverty and

adversity, particularly amongst women and

children, is their main concern.

HART’s winter appeal for a cold, mountainous Syrian

village called Maaloula has raised £35,000, which is

being devoted to blankets, warm clothing and some

food assistance. Self-sufficiency in meals is being

encouraged by practical storage techniques. Around

550 local families, many with widows and abandoned

women and children, are the beneficiaries of this

programme. They are the sad aftermath of the

vicious fighting that occurred in Maaloula during the

winter of 2013, with many of the menfolk killed or

fleeing the region.

Further North East, armed conflict still endangers

refugee settlements, where millions of people,

including huge numbers of children, are at near-

starvation level during the present bitter winter

weather. HART is in touch with ‘Syria Relief’ -

another UK registered charity, founded in

Manchester - involved in reinstating more than 100

schools in Idlib Province, where they estimate some

11.7 million people are inadequately sheltered.

HART will shortly be receiving about £760 – one

third of our Christmas Services collections. A big

thank you” to all who so generously donated.

HART will be our Focus Mission for the last quarter

of 2020, when they will visit us again to talk about

their devoted work amongst the afflicted and

dispossessed in various parts of the world.

See hart-uk.org for more information, including

HART Prize for Human Rights – a young people’s

competition.

Christopher Mettem

Mission Support Group

Pictured left:

Part of Maaloula seen from the Convent of St. Tekla.
Standing at 1500m, located 56 km NE of Damascus,
the village contains two historic monasteries.

IN-DEPTH Report
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The Father of the 20th refugee family to be

welcomed to High Wycombe moved into

Mellor House in October and after an anxious

few weeks his

family reunification

visa was granted for

the family to arrive

safely in mid-

November.

Mellor House provides temporary

accommodation for refugees while

settling down to life in High Wycombe and to look

for work. The team of volunteers were ready to

support by helping them apply for school places for

their five children, register them with a GP and

Dentist. They are also on hand to support them

with applications for Universal Credit, writing a CV

and applying for jobs.

Wycombe Refugee Partnership
UPDATE

It was thought that the new family had found some

rental accommodation in the town area before

Christmas but this has fallen through. There is now

an urgent need for a large four bedroom house with

two bathrooms in the town area.

The charity Temporary

Use Aid has arranged

for WRP to share an

office suite at the Eden

Centre with another

charity-for free. it will

be used for meetings, inductions and training. WRP

are always looking for more volunteers and at the

present time there is a need for Welfare Support,

finding rental properties for new families, job seeking

and event support.

If you can help in any way please look at the website

wycombe-refugees.org to register your interest.

Mission Support Group

There is now an urgent need
for a large four bedroom
house with two bathrooms in
the town area

MISSION Support Group



1313

The Chiltern Arts Festival is now in its third

year. Whilst there are a wide range of activities

held across the Chilterns (see chilternarts.com

and brochures in church), readers may be

particularly interested in two local

performances.

The lunchtime concert in our Church will be at

1.00 pm on Saturday the 7th March, doors opening at

12.30 pm - featuring our Take Note prizewinners,

the Salomé String Quartet: Two Sides of the

Coin. The Salomé Quartet is a multinational

ensemble formed in 2016 by four prizewinning

students of the Royal College of Music in London.

This will be an opportunity to contribute to our Bell

Tower Appeal, as Chiltern Arts has embraced our

need as one that deserves support during the

Festival. There is a piece in the Chiltern Arts

magazine, written by Christopher Tyrer, its Chair,

about the appeal.

The concert on Saturday evening is by the City of

London Sinfonia. Entitled ‘Mozart & Beethoven’, it

takes place at 7.30 pm in St Mary’s Church, Old

Amersham. The City of London Sinfonia’s return

to the Chiltern Arts for the third year running

ensures the festival will finish with a majestic

flourish.
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Bookends

Three choices for the new year

I wonder how many of you received the book:

‘The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse’ for

Christmas? It was Waterstones book of the

year and is a very curious publication, picked

up by an editor at the Ebury Press from

various postings on Instagram. Interesting I

think how various digital media actually feeds

into new paper editions, rather than replaces

them.

Anyway, this book is a series of drawings with a

narrative that gently joins them together. It Is

probably the most Christian book I have read

without it mentioning anything at all about

Christianity. You can of course accept Christian

morality and values without having any religious

belief at all but the one can sometimes lead into

the other. Christmas is not in our thoughts for the

next few months I know, but this book would make

a lovely birthday gift … or maybe for Valentines

Day? Alternatively, you might treat yourself as I

happily did.

Publisher: Ebury Press

RRP: £16.99 (Hardcover)

ISBN-10: 1529105102

ISBN-13: 978-1529105100

‘The testament of Mary’ by Colm Toibin is

provocative, haunting and, I found, quite

disturbing. I include it here, as Ash

Wednesday is quite early this year and I

thought this book might provide a different

sort of Lenten reading, definitely challenging

so be warned!

This is a novel, looking at the happenings of the

Easter story and beyond, all from the point of view

of Mary the mother of Jesus. The language used is

vivid and sometimes astringent and Mary is a tragic

heroine rather than the long suffering and docile

mother that we think we know. I simply put it out

there. See what you think.

It is probably the most
Christian book I have read
without it mentioning anything
at all about Christianity

The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse
Charlie Mackesy
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Do you know of Horatio Clare? He is an English

writer of non fiction and I found him about this

time last year. He writes about a wide variety of

subjects but he does so in a poetic way, with a

painterly eye and with a heightened awareness,

an intense acuity that colours in the background

and depicts all the detail with absolute clarity.

The book I would like to draw your attention to is:

‘Something of his Art,’ an account of the walk Bach

took from Arnstadt to Lubeck in 1705, a distance of

more than 250 miles, in order to hear the famous

organist Dieterich Buxtehude. Clare replicates this walk

with a couple of BBC sound engineers in his wake. His

narration as they walk is first heard as slow radio on

BBC Radio 3 before being made into a slim and

engaging book. The author describes the countryside

he is walking through and considers what has changed,

or not, in the 300 years since Bach walked these paths.

Who might he have encountered en route? Where and

Publisher: Penguin

RRP: £7.99 (Paperback)

ISBN-10: 0241962978

ISBN-13: 978-0241962978

Publisher: Little Toller Books

RRP: £10.00 (Paperback)

ISBN-10: 1908213779

ISBN-13: 978-1908213778

The Testament of Mary
Colm Tóibín

what might he have eaten? And, why was he prepared

to undertake this lengthy and time consuming journey?

There is plenty of time to consider and ponder as Clare

metaphorically walks alongside Bach. I enjoyed following

them; a delightful read.

Happy reading,

Susan Brice

Something of his Art: Walking to Lubeck with J.S. Bach
Horatio Clare
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Coffee Morning & Raffle

Please join

Hughenden
Mothers' Union

for a

Tuesday 18th February

10.00 am – 12 noon

in Church House

All welcome

In aid of MU funds

Come and enjoy tea, coffee,
cakes and scones!
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During January we did not meet – in case the path

up to Church House was icy! But on February 3rd we

have our Annual General Meeting and also a talk by

Rev. Tracey Jones (TJ). As usual we will have a short

service, a couple of hymns and a reading. Then after

the AGM we will have the talk.

Thank you very much to those who donated gifts at

Christmas to the Wycombe Women’s Aid, they

were very well received.

The first event after our AGM is the Coffee morning

in Church House - during half term (for those of us

with children or grandchildren). It is on February 18th

from 10.00 am until 12 noon with a raffle and a

home produce stall (see advert oposite). We have

planned out the year now so look forward to some

good speakers, some coffee mornings, the

ploughman’s lunch and more!

Norma Clarke

The following dedication was received too late for

inclusion in the last issue:

December: Gill, Ollie and Daniel Graham were

especially remembering Andy

Graham who died 31st December

2017 at the age of 52.

Always in our thoughts.

At our meeting on 6th February 2020 Peter Hague
will be talking about life ‘Inside the world of a TV
and film extra’ which is sure to be entertaining. We
will have tea, cakes and a raffle for which members
are asked to bring an item. We are a friendly group
and we warmly welcome newcomers.

Pat Furness

Floodlighting Dedication
Good Companions

It is now time to prepare the booklet for the

Annual Parochial Church Meeting in April. The

booklet takes many hours of preparation and in

order for it to be compiled, printed and ready for

reading well before the meeting I must have all

reports by Wednesday 4th March. This date is not

negotiable which is why I am giving plenty of

notice to all contributors. Short reports are very

welcome.

Please send your report as an attachment, not as

part of an email to louisemstallwood@sky.com

Thank you

Louise Stallwood

PCC Secretary

01494 712705

Mothers’ Union
Future Meetings

Annual Parochial Church
Meeting REPORTS
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In his early life the Revd Hugh Ellis first became

aware of Britain developing as a multi-racial

country through experiencing different kinds of

foods in restaurants. Fifty years on, the number

of people of other faiths amounts to 10% of our

population and is increasing. Against this

background, the search for community cohesion

has driven Hugh’s deep involvement in multi-

faith chaplaincy for almost the whole of his

working life.

When he began

his ministry as a

curate, near

Cemetery

Junction in Reading, within a community that

encompassed twenty-two different faiths, he

recognised the importance of inter-faith work,

‘Otherwise,’ as he said, ‘there is no dialogue.’

Quoting from the Koran, ‘God has made us different

in order that we may recognise each other’, Hugh

said he often finds his work across faiths to be self-

affirming: insights to other faiths has helped him see

the words and works of Jesus more clearly, as

through a different ‘eye’.

During his first incumbency in Bradfield,

Somerset, Hugh was asked to give a talk to

leaders of other faiths. From the view that people

can be multi-cultural and of the same faith or

multi-faith and of the same culture, he posed the

question, ‘how has your faith brought peace to

the world?’ The conclusion he drew from the

outcomes of the talk were that amid great

diversity there are many similarities. This led to

him forming a multi-faith forum in south Somerset

which grew to such an extent that a Strategic

Development Board was formed. Then, with

people using local libraries as a space for

meetings, reflection and prayer, a partnership was

formed between local authorities and inter-faith

groups. This collaboration, across the country,

was so successful that the then Home Secretary,

Hazel Blair, claimed that the quarter of a million

people working across

faiths was saving the

government some £6.5

billion!

People living in peace is a cornerstone of inter-faith

work so when Hugh became the vicar of All Saints,

High Wycombe he continued his commitment to this

calling, especially with Muslims, who for various

Bucks Multi-Faith Chaplaincy

God has made us different in order
that we may recognise each other

Men’s Breakfasts
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Our final talk at Men’s Breakfast in 2019 was

presented by local author, Nick Corble. A

former Management Consultant, Nick, has

written several books on walking. He always

looks for an unusual angle before taking on a

project, a ‘hook’ for the reader if you like. A

previous publication, ‘Walking on Water’, was

written around the millennium when he hit 40

years of age. Approaching his 60th year he

looked for a new venture, something unique.

Against the country’s recent decision to leave the

European Union and drawing on the concept of the

‘diagonal slice’ in organisational analysis, where such a

cut through a company “provides a representation of

opinions, characteristics or people … that assures a

comprehensive and diverse set of participants or

viewpoints”, Nick hit on the idea of ‘diagonal walking’.

To make his idea visible, he drew a line at 45° on a

map through the centre of England (actually in a field

on Lindley Hall Farm near Atherstone,

Warwickshire), giving him Formby on Merseyside as

his starting point and New Romney in Kent as his

final destination.

Over 39 days, in 5 stages, across 410 miles and just

under one million steps, Nick’s journey was less to

do with walking a unique route and more to do with

finding out what the people he encountered were

thinking, as “the country stood on the edge of

significant change.” He did not want the venture to

be seen as an ageing bloke on a long walk but an

ordinary man trying to make sense of extraordinary

times. He also set himself the task, which on the

Diagonal Walking

reasons felt isolated. Bringing religious leaders

together they discussed the need for the Abrahamic

faiths to work together to counter views being

expressed elsewhere, particularly those of an

extreme nature. Meeting in All Saints church for a

service to reflect on the local situation they prayed

for the wellbeing of the community. At this point

Hugh emphasised that a prayer for the community is

also a prayer for ourselves, saying ‘When the wheel

comes off, it comes off for all of us.’ Their current

work is focused around themes such as Neighbours

– ‘What does your faith say about this aspect of

living?’

As his time with us came to an end, Hugh answered

a question about what sustains his commitment to

inter-faith working by saying, ‘I am amazed at how

often I see the way God works.’ As an example he

referred to the bombing of an Anglican church in

Peshawar, Pakistan in 2013 where 85 Christians lost

their lives. Perpetrated by two Taliban suicide-

bombers, the event was reported widely as an act of

Islamic extremism. Given less attention was the fact

that many of the injured were transported to

hospital by their Muslim neighbours, some of whom

later formed a guard around the church to protect it

from further attack.

Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against any of

your people, but love your neighbour as yourself. I am

the LORD.
Leviticus 19:18

DOUBLE Feature
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Less impressive was the amount of homelessness he

saw, encounters with angry farmers and the visible

decline in retail shops across the country.

Nick ended his highly entertaining talk saying that the

experience filled him with pride (the honesty,

openness, richness and diversity of our nation) and

real hope for the future.

More on Nick’s amazing walk can be found at

diagonalwalking.co.uk

Roger Grant

whole he complied with, of keeping to public

footpaths or ‘rights of way’ and within 2 miles of the

diagonal line! And, although he planned the walk on

his own, Nick had no intention of being lonely and,

publicising the trek on several social media platforms,

he invited people to join him on any of the stages. For

those who may have missed any of these messages he

had ‘Walk With Me’ emblazoned on his T-shirt.

On his adventure Nick encountered ‘killer cows’,

‘clever sheep’ and a wide range of views about the

state of the nation (including something he defined as

generational dysfunction: ‘the concerns of the young

are not our concerns’), discovered that double-

layered socks prevent blisters and he drank a

reservoir of water in one of the hottest summers on

record (read his book).

The highlights: the marvel of Ordnance Survey maps

and our public footpath system (140,000 miles in

England alone); the people he met on the way (were

likeable and friendly); the Anthony Gormley statues

on Crosby Beach; a musical event in Northampton

and finding out that isolated, rust-encrusted iron

posts in the middle of fields near London were used

to anchor barrage balloons during WW2.

Nick Corble

Publisher: Troubador Publishing

RRP: £12.99 (Paperback)

ISBN-10: 1789018358

ISBN-13: 978-1789018356

Diagonal Walking
Nick Corble

Men’s Breakfasts
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Baked onions with cheesy breadcrumbs

Ingredients

Method

Medium sized white onions (red would be fine, but
would look a bit murky) : one per person

Chicken stock 250 - 500 ml depending on number of
onions and size of dish

A few sprigs of thyme

Soft white breadcrumbs 50g

Olive oil

Grated strong cheddar 50g

Double cream 75ml

Made mustard of your choice: about a heaped teaspoon

1. Heat the oven to 190ºC / fan 170ºC / gas 5

2. Cut off the base of the onions to make a flat
bottom, remove skin and one layer of flesh (use
this in other dishes). (I also cut a cross in the tops
of the onions to aid cooking).

3. Put onions in baking dish, season and pour on
stock. (stock should not cover onions but give a
cm or so bath to them)

4. Add thyme and cover tightly with foil.

5. Bake for about 90 minutes until onions are soft
but not falling apart.

6. Mix breadcrumbs with a little oil and stir in
cheese

7. Remove foil. Whisk together cream and mustard
and pour into dish (there should be a little stock
still left). Place cheesy crumbs of top of onions.

8. Grill until crumbs are brown and sauce is
bubbling.

9. Enjoy.

Jane Tyrer

This recipe is a simple but delicious side or light
lunch dish.
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Regular Groups

Meet like-minded people at Hughenden Church

Young People's Groups @ St Michael & All Angels

Throughout the year we have a number of activities, events and trips taking

place. For current details on what's coming up please contact Bex Hawes on

rebecca@wycombeyfc.org.uk

Friendship Morning

This is a get together in Church House on the third Thursday each

month at 10.30 am. It is primarily for those who are bereaved,

who live on their own and for those who are lonely. The

emphasis is very much on companionship and the atmosphere is

light and cheerful. Contact Penny Austin on 01494 529596.

House Groups

A variety of house groups meet throughout the

week: for days and times, or for further

information contact Revd. Keith Johnson on

01494 257569.

Babies & Toddlers @ St. Michael & All Angels

Babies and Toddlers @ St. Michael’s meets every Thursday in term time from 9.30 -

11.30 am in the North Room. Come for chat, play, craft and refreshments.

Included, every second Thursday of the month, will be ‘Tiny Tots’, a time of fun

worship in church. For details contact Helen Peters – helen.peters@peters-

research.com
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Calendar

Tuesdays

7.30 pm Bell Ringing Practice

Wednesdays

7.45 pm Choir Practice

Regular Activities

8.00 am Holy Communion (Said)

9.00 am Holy Communion (Sung)

10.45 am Service of the Word

6.00 pm Evensong (Sung)

Feb 5th @10.15 am 8th@ 9.30 am

19th @10.15 am

Mar 4th @10.15 am 14th@ 9.30 am

18th @10.15 am

Visiting Bell Ringers

8.00 am Holy Communion (Said)

9.00 am Matins (Sung)

10.45 am Family Communion

6.00 pm Evensong (Sung)

1st & 3rd Sundays

2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays

February

March

1st
12.15 pm Lunch to Celebrate Candlemas: Church House

4th
7.30 pm Mothers Union AGM: Church House

4th
1.00 pm Knit and Natter: Church House

12th
10.30 am Tiny Tots: Church

7.00 pm PCC Meeting: Church House

7th
1.00 pm Chiltern Arts Lunchtime Concert: Church

13th
10.30 am Tiny Tots: Church

18th
10.00 am Mothers Union Coffee Morning: Church House

17th
2.30 pm Church Visit by U3A & Guided Tour: Church

26th
7.30 pm Ash Wednesday - Holy Communion: Church

27th
3.15 pm Messy Church: Cryers Hill Methodist Church

5th
1.00 pm Knit and Natter: Church House

26th
3.15 pm Messy Church: Cryers Hill Methodist Church

3rd
7.30 pm Mothers Union Meeting: Church House

For a full and up-to-date list of events see

the calendar on the church website -

hughendenparishchurch.org.uk/Calendar
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From the Parish Registers

Holy Baptisms
Sunday 20th October: Maisie Grace Bunyan Tate, daughter of Samuel Tate and Natalie Bunyan from Great Kingshill

Sunday 17th November: Corey Stephen, son of David and Charlotte Thompson of Earl Close, High Wycombe

Holy Matrimony
Saturday 16th November: Liam George Maidlow to Amy Rose Willis

The Departed
Franklin Douglas Stilwell, aged 78

Rosemary Eunice Phipps, aged 88

Michael Keen

John Kolbert, aged 79

Pearl Huguette Clark, aged 82

Hugh Steel, aged 91

Olga Alice Drayson, aged 90

Michael Victor Webb, aged 77

Communicants
Sundays

October December

20th 19 + 36 = 55 1st 20 + 37 = 57

27th 22 + 69 = 91 8th 18 + 61 = 79

November 15th 21 + 46 = 67

3rd 22 + 41 = 63 22nd 21 + 72 = 93

10th 20 + 75 = 95 29th 65

17th 17 + 41 = 58 January

24th 24 + 75 = 99 5th 20 + 41 = 61

12th 22 + 79 = 101

Weekdays

December

Mothers’ Union Advent Service 28

Christmas Eve 11

Christmas Day 72 + 28 + 51 + 101 = 252

Other Weekday Communions

6 + 7 + 5 = 18



Who’s Who

Administrator: Lynn Brooks

Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday

9.30 am - 12.30 pm

Parish Office

Licensed Lay Minister David Tester 563354 Church Flowers Sylvia Clark 562801

Churchwardens Julia Grant 565746 Church Library Elaine Morley 562714

Nicholas Devlin 712693 Crèche Rota Ester Comunello 07749 672548

Parish Clark & Verger Arthur Johnson 521471 Outreach and Social Frank Hawkins 565050

Church Notices & Website Ben Brice 445899 Mothers’ Union Parish Link Ann McCarthy 712004

PCC Secretary Louise Stallwood 712705 Valley Friends Heather Mayer 436044

Organist & Choirmaster Neil Brice 445899 Hughenden Village Hall Christine Powell 07815 163269

Worship Leader Tony Sackville 446035 Naphill Village Hall Norma Clarke 563116

Servers Andrew Cole 442191 Safeguarding Officer Tricia Devlin 712693

Captain of Bellringers David Cornwall 714718

Home: 01494 257569
Mobile: 07772 642393

keiththevicar@gmail.com

Day off: Friday

Keith Johnson
Vicar

Home: 01494 716772
Mobile: 07792 118357

helen.peters@peters-research.com

Day off: Monday

Helen Peters
Associate Minister

Tracey Jones (TJ)

Mobile: 07939 536879

rev.funkyfish@gmail.com

Curate

07928 536543

office@hughendenparishchurch.org.uk



We shall live out this mission through

Prayer, Presence, Persuasion and Proclamation by:

Leading lives centred on Jesus Christ

That are steadfastly based on the Bible and prayer.

That are based on Jesus’ example.

By being ambassadors of Christ to our friends, families,
neighbours, and work and school colleagues.

Being seen and known in the wider Community by

Understanding the communities in which we live
and seeking to be fully involved in those communities.

Building appropriate bridges between our church and our community.

Taking every opportunity to share the good news about Jesus Christ.

Offering and receiving spiritual and practical
support and development

That is appropriate to wherever people are on their spiritual journey.

That is based on worship that is honouring to God
and accessible and relevant to all.

That is led by prayer that engages with the will of God and his purposes.

To enable all to follow Jesus Christ

Our Mission is
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