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The fact that you are reading these words suggests that you are a new reader
of this magazine. Either you are a newcomer to this area or you are a visitor.
If you are a visitor, we hope that you have enjoyed your visit to our church; that
you have found it interesting, instructive and conducive to prayer. If you are
going to be here at one of our regular service times, we hope that you will join
us in the worship of God and we ask that you take our greetings back to your
own church.
If you are new to this Parish, we bid you welcome and invite you to join us and
share in the fellowship of God’s family in Hughenden. This magazine gives
details of the regular times of worship here. We hope that you will find
something to meet your spiritual needs. The printed word is cold and remote
and we would like to make personal contact with you, so please leave your
name and address in the box at the back of the church.
Whoever you are who reads these words, may God bless you, sustain you and
protect you, your family and friends, now and always.
Grant us Lord, faith to believe and strength to do thy will
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Dear Readers,

At the time of writing, we are still basking in the euphoria of the Community
Day so evident in Church on the day after. Euphoria brought on, we imagine,
by a mixture of joy, gratitude, relief and exhaustion.
Mike and Anne Dean, who up until Sunday were saying ‘’Never again’’, have
already send messages saying ‘’If we do it again, we must…..’’. It’s Steve
Redgrave after his third Olympic gold medal all over again!
All objectives of the day were achieved, but as both Keith and Anne said to a
packed church the following day, these achievements now need to be put to
good use, using the energy and vitality captured, the connections and new
friendships made, to further our Mission.
In what follows in this magazine are reflections on the Community Day and
thanks to all involved, but also food for thought as to where those energies
might best be deployed, with a short piece about Wycombe Refugee
Partnership (longer article to follow next month), and a report from the
Santanas in Brazil who will be visiting us on 7th July, together with a plea from
Mission Support Group to assist them.
For those who weren’t with us on 11th May, please forgive us for ‘going on
about it’ in this issue: as you will read in what follows- it was a wonderful
day.
Jane and Christopher Tyrer
Editors

On 11th May, Hughenden Church hosted a truly memorable
Community Day, which was enjoyed by hundreds of visitors,
who passed through our gates, and caught a glimpse of
what we are about as a Church, the wide range of talents
which our Congregation have, and the many different ways
in which we express our faith in Jesus Christ.
I had countless conversations with friends new and old, as our local community
turned out in great numbers, to share in such a special occasion.
God answered our prayers wonderfully with regards to the weather, and our
concerns about parking were answered so unexpectedly by the generosity
of the National Trust in giving us special permission to use the park. They
also undertook a thorough refurbishment of the railings and floor tiles
around the entrance to the Benjamin Disraeli crypt, for which we are most
appreciative, as are the many people who visit his final resting place each
year.
Judging by the noise, the children appreciated the special activities put on for
them, and the nearby BBQ and the Vegan lunch were also proving very popular.
There were several opportunities to explore more about our church, from a
Treasure Hunt to a Nature Quest, and a Church Tour with expert guide, visits
to the Bell Tower, and a chance to ask a question about the Christian faith and
receive a free drink.
The Church and grounds looks stunning, the inside adorned with countless
displays of flowers, a newly opened Prayer Chapel, as well as presentations
about mission, the Mothers Union, the Alpha Course, Parish Pilgrimage, and
our Friendship group, amongst others.
Music was sung by our choir, accompanied by our organist, and our Music
group – playing a wide variety of Christian songs and hymns, from the more
traditional to contemporary – something for everyone, and warmly received
by all.

Everything stopped at 2.30 pm, as we scanned the horizon, before a Spitfire
flew over our Church and valley on three occasions, in a spine tingling fly-past.
I cannot recall being involved in such an event in my lifetime, displaying so
many different aspects of our Church life, and being able to extend a warm
welcome and hospitality to all those who came.
I am so thankful to God for bringing the vision for this day together, initially
through our Social and Outreach Committee, for Mike & Anne Dean and a
huge, hardworking team of volunteers, who have worked tirelessly to ensure
that the day went so smoothly.
The day began and ended with prayer, and our hearts were warmed, and some
were close to tears when a rainbow appeared over the valley at the end, with
its arc shining brightly over the Church for all to see – what a wonderful sign
to us all that God is faithful, and delights when we work together for the
common good.
If you missed 11th May, we will be on site at Napfest on 8th June, so please do
come and say hello to us then!
Keith

Traditional afternoon cream teas served to table by our volunteers in the
15th century Hughenden Church House on Sundays and Bank Holiday
Mondays at 2.00 – 5.00 pm.

Tues 11th June

7.30 pm Flower Workshop in Church House: learn flower
arranging (STOP PRESS workshop full: new

dates to be arranged : Ed)
Sun 23rd June

1.00 pm Barbeque lunch and swimming in private house
in Naphill
2.30 pm Paws for Thought: Service for pets and their

Sun 30th June

owners near the Church Car Park
Sun 7th July

6.00 pm Dinner-Theatre at The Mill at Sonning

Wed 25th September 7.00 pm The Alpha Course with hot supper commences in
Church House: Learn about Christianity with the
renowned course led by our experienced leaders
Sat 5th October

7.00 pm Barn Dance with live band and caller at
Hughenden Village Hall

Sun 6th October

10.45 am Harvest Festival Service in the Church

For details or to book a place: Please contact Lynn on 07928 536543
or see: www.hughendenparishchurch.org.uk

The APCM and AVM on 28th April were well attended after a combined service
at 10 am (the unusual time happily did not seem to catch anyone out!). Very
encouragingly, there were more candidates for the places on PCC than
vacancies, so an election was held.
Elected were: Mike Dean, Anne Dean, David Tester, Anthony Rippon, Ben Sharp,
Louise Stallwood, Mike Hill and Claire Godfrey.
We thank them all (along with the continuing members of PCC) for offering to
serve the Church.

To everyone who contributed to our Community Day:
To the tea and coffee makers, the church cleaners, the grass-mowers and
strimmers, the weeders and planters, the ‘stall’-minders, the table cloth sewer,
the North Room stylist, the printers, the furniture shifters, the graphic designer,
the leaflet deliverers, the team leaders, the bakers and lunch makers, the
churchyard tidiers, the inspirers and supporters, the motivators and consolers,
the donors, the pray-ers, the dog-minders, the carpenters, the bench
refurbishers, the QR code fixer, the photographers, the furniture assemblers,
the map makers, the naturalists and nature quest setters, the guides, the
children’s entertainers, the puppeteers, the children who ran the games, the
tattoo artists, the BBQ-ers, the treasure hunt setters, the inflatable-minders,
the band, the vicar, the PCC, the bell ringers, the selfie frame makers, the video
maker, the choir, the flower arrangers, the flower stylist, the bartenders, the
organist, the missioners, the greeters and welcomers, the video interviewees,
the programme and paperwork disseminators , the facebook post-ers, the
Instagram messengers, the toilet cleaner, the badge-maker, the progresschasers, the spread sheet compilers, the purchasers of stuff, the questionanswerers, the PA announcer, the RAF liaison, the car park stewards, the techies,
the first-aiders, the gazebo erectors, our visitors, AND to the RAF, to our friends
at the Manor, to Almighty and Ever-loving God, and to everyone else who
made the day such a success:

Thankyou

Thankyou

THANKYOU

1. From the Nature Quest Team

“And God saw that it was good.”
The words at each stage of creation in Genesis 1
At Nature Quest we saw the Lord’s Creation and we saw that it was indeed
good. Children and adults scoured the church grounds for wild flowers, birds,
creepy crawlies, etc and were encouraged to examine them in detail, and
marvel at their intricacy.
Churchyards are reckoned to be mini-nature reserves where all
kinds of creatures can live largely undisturbed. Well, ours no doubt
got disturbed by the big tidy-up and much grass strimming, but
there was still plenty to see, if you looked hard enough.
My favourite was a broken eggshell: probably a mallard duck’s egg that was
stolen and broken open by a magpie and the contents gobbled up. But in the
empty shell was a small slug, and a couple of small black flies and ten or a
dozen tiny ginger-coloured flies or beetles: too small for me to be sure! They
stayed in that eggshell most of the day. That was their home. Normally
we never notice such things, but when we bother to look, we can be
fascinated by what we see, and say along with God “that’s good!”
Nature Quest, like the rest of our Community Day, was an
opportunity to see more than we usually see. To see that
there is more to Church than we’d thought, that there’s
more to this Christian faith than we’d thought, and that
there is more in Creation than we’d ever thought. The Day has enlivened my
faith. Nature Quest inspires me to look further at life in our churchyard and,
over the next months and years, I hope that others will delight in our mininature reserve and be able to say like God at the end of the sixth day of
creation: “it’s very good!”
Mike Hill

2. From the dog welcoming stand
What a privilege to be trusted with our four legged furry
friends, while their owners enjoyed the activities. We had lots
of doggie guests, big and small from chocolate labradors and
poodles to west highland and chihuahua. Lots of happy dogs
with waggy tails enjoyed a walk around the park with our
wonderful volunteers, enjoyed a treat or three and a cuddle.
Lizzie Hurrell
3. From the Prayer Team

I Stand in Awe of You
The final prayer initiative for the Community Day was a continuation of what
had already been set in motion so many weeks previously. Mike and Anne had
encouraged all of us to pray regularly for Saturday May 11th giving us great
encouragement with updates of prayers that had already been answered.
When the “baton” was passed to me to encourage prayer for
the final couple of weeks, a bible verse came to my mind from
Psalm 127:1 : “Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders

labour in vain.” This verse reminds me again that no matter
how meticulously we planned the fine detail of the Community
Day, unless we involved God in every aspect of it, our efforts
may be of little consequence, certainly, in a spiritual sense.
Team leaders wrote a list of prayer requests which were compiled into a single
sheet. Anyone was welcome to collect a copy to take home and pray regularly
during the week prior to the big day. It meant that all of us were praying with
a common and specific purpose. On the Friday evening many people joined in
the prayer event, some had been at the church since 8 am, weary and
exhausted, they still came along – thank you!
We were challenged by the words from Psalm 40: “I do not hide your

righteousness in my heart: I speak of your faithfulness and salvation. I do not
conceal your love and your truth from the great assembly” (thinking of the

many people who would attend the following day). These verses were such an
encouragement for the special day to come.
Saturday dawned cool and slightly overcast. There was a great air of
anticipation rippling through the group of people gathered to pray at the
beginning of the day. There was a sense that something special was about to
happen and it happened in abundance.
Helen and Bex asked us to pray that the day would be dry with no wind and
apart from a little sprinkle of rain to keep down the dust, that’s exactly what
happened. Consider the perfect conditions for the spectacular Spitfire fly past,
how amazing was that? Not forgetting the hundreds of people who poured in
through the church gates all of whom appeared to be happy and thoroughly
enjoying the day. One family I know intended to pop in for half an hour. Three
and a half hours later, the dad was trying, unsuccessfully, to persuade his two
daughters to go home!
The prayer request sheets helped us to have a common focus for our prayers
and therefore we shouldn’t have been surprised that all the prayers requested
of our awesome God were answered.
St Paul, in Romans Chapter 12 v 12 instructs us to “Be joyful in hope, patient in
affliction, faithful in prayer”. I do think that our church fellowship has been
faithful in praying and God has honoured our endeavours.
A final thought – towards the end of our reading
from Psalm 40, a little verse caught my attention
which says: “Many will see and fear and put their

trust in the Lord”. We should therefore continue to
pray that God will keep working in the hearts and
minds of those who attended on Saturday so that
over the coming months many will be motivated to
discover more about our Heavenly Father.
At the end of the day God had the final word in the appearance of a
magnificent rainbow. How appropriate!
Gwen Hill

4. From one of our younger members
Hughenden’s Community Day really was a day showing the union and joy of
this community, from the old to the young.
Almost everyone who comes to St. Michael and All Angels pitched in and did
a shift on something. With so many activities and food on show, everything
needed manning from the inflatable obstacle course to the barbecue, and even
members of JC Club got involved. The Mothers’ Union garden was filled with
fun activities for visiting children, largely managed by regular children on
hourly shifts; this included fake tattoos, various timed games and, of course, a
slide. The bouncy obstacle course at the back of the church was filled with kids
of all ages at all times.
The ‘quencher for a question’ idea was brilliant with many different questions
about the church rewarded with alcoholic drinks. This church is historic and
many people don’t know much about that but several do now after the church
tours that ran all day. The bell tower attracted a lot of attention with the ringers
alternating their music with the worship band hymns and the music on the
loud speaker.
Pic ‘n’ Mix is something a lot of people would go to great lengths to get and so
they took part in the treasure hunt and/or nature walk. The treasure hunt was
very well thought out, with the 30 questions taking you around the church and
grounds. But these questions weren’t easy even for the regulars who had to
investigate stained-glass windows and count organ pipes before they got their
hands on Haribos. The nature trail was equally challenging with visitors having
to spot 6 animals and flowers (a bee, a ladybird, a cockroach, a daisy, a red kite
and a bird’s nest) and write something interesting about it; this meant people
walked around the grounds and could admire the church from all sides. The
afternoon was capped by a real WW2 Spitfire flying over and around the church
at around 2:30. Being so close to an RAF base, this church has many links to the
Royal Air Force and it was great to see a historic plane in the glinting sunlight.
The food at church house teas in the summer is absolutely delicious and those
who often bake there brought their treats along here as well. The biscuits and

cakes were very tempting as well as coffees and teas. The barbecue roared on
all day and the number and quality of sausages and burgers were astounding.
And this, like everything else, was completely free!
With most of the church coming, we expected a high turnout, but the number
of people who just came to see, who we didn’t know, and with little children
was staggering. We really did show them the community of this church and I
think we made a lasting impression on most of them.
Orlando Thompson

We were all delighted to welcome Anne and
Michael Bowker to our three morning services
on May 12th after our fantastic Community
Day on May 11th. A full report will be in July’s
edition of Outlook, but we wanted to flag the
talk immediately. We do hope that you will all give some thought as to how
we can help to improve the quality of the refugees’ lives as they arrive in High
Wycombe, whether collectively as a Church or individually. One idea that has
been suggested is that we could commit as a Church to provide some of the
essential dry groceries or cleaning materials for each new family that arrives
in Wycombe. We are very open to suggestions, please send ideas or if you
are

interested

in

helping

in

any

way

to

Barbara

Willson.

(bafwillson@gmail.com)
Anne Dean commented that having the speakers from WRP immediately after
our wonderful Community Day does have a huge impact. She said “of course
we should celebrate our special day and its success, but it is AS NOTHING, if
we do not use what was achieved yesterday to do God’s work.”
On behalf of Mission Support Group

Our speakers presented us with the following poem. You might be shocked
that we would include such sentiments when you have read it read it again
from bottom to top.

They have no need of our help
So do not tell me
These haggard faces could belong to you or me
Should life have dealt a different hand
We need to see them for who they really are
Chancers and scroungers
Lay-a-bouts and loungers
With Bombs up their sleeves
Cut-throats and thieves
They are not welcome here
we should make them
Go back to where they came from
They cannot share our food
Share our homes
Share our countries
Instead let us
Build a wall to keep them out
It is not okay to say
These are people just like us
A place should only belong to those who are born there
Do not be so stupid to think that
The world can be looked at another way
Brian Bilston

It is sometimes hard for us to believe that we
have been in Brazil for nearly 2 years. This has
been, hands down, the greatest challenge
and adventure that we have been on. At
times,

we

have

been

so

tired

and

overwhelmed that we wanted to run back to
the green and lush Chiltern Hills. At other
times, we have been on mountain tops, feeling so privileged to be here.
The greatest challenge in this time, other than the human aspects of an
international move with two small children, has been the challenge of working
with people who are seen and see themselves as being beyond help. The fact
is public policies, good will and lots of hard work cannot make someone leave
the streets. The streets are addictive. Good and logical arguments, lots of
encouragement and a good amount of emotional appeals will not change a
person’s heart. In the era of TED Talks, the empowerment of the self, and where
Life Coaches and Mentors are in vogue, we are still fairly powerless when we
meet someone who seems to be beyond help. But is anyone beyond help?
From a Christian view point the answer is no, no-one is beyond help. Not
because we have within us everything we need to succeed but because, if I
dare say, we still believe in miracles. In life we will sometimes meet people that
seem to be beyond help, but then suddenly something happens and they are
transformed. The Bible is full of such moments. These “and then suddenly”
moments, are actually the moments that make The Word of God the special
book it is. In those moments God displays his unique ability to transform lives.
And then suddenly the sea was open, manna fell from the skies, the leper was
healed, the widow’s son came back to life, metal floated, the sun stood still,
and the Messiah comes back to life. The problem is, the hardest miracle is the
transformation of a heart.

Saul was a persecutor of Christians, a man with murderous thoughts towards
those who associated with the Crucified Man. He was there when Stephen was
stoned to death, and he wished to see many more go the same way. He was
beyond help… and then suddenly, in Acts 9:1-4, we read:

‘Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats
against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest and
asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that
if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men
or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. As
he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed
around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul,
why do you persecute me?”'
Sometimes, people who are beyond help need a Damascus road experience
through which their journey through life is redirected towards the One who
can truly change them. I should imagine there are many men and women on
the streets of Goiania who need such an encounter. Many Sauls that need to
have their names changed, so that many Pauls are raised in this generation.
And this is our hope, that through our ministry here we will see many people
have their purpose and journey reassigned.
Our work is very simple. We are trying to help the local church understand its
role in this society. We are training people to be like Jesus on that road to
Damascus, so they can shine a light on those who most need it. We do this
mainly through coffee walks, when we approach homeless people with our
coffee flask and offer friendship. We also run monthly events: in those we offer
haircuts, basic medical assistance, food, worship and a lot of love. Through all
these contacts we also offer the opportunity for people to seek help and go to
rehab. Our dream, from October, is to open a weekly drop-in centre in the
church building (IV Baptist, our host church). This will offer all the things we
already do, plus showers, dental care and express counselling. In time we would
love to see what we are doing in one church replicated in many other churches.

However, we cannot do what we do without the belief that God still performs
miracles. We are hoping for many “and then suddenly” moments. Where Sauls
become Pauls. Where light shines in darkness. Where the destination is
changed, and people are set free. We are counting on you to believe in miracles
with us! We are in this together and cannot wait to see you all on 7th July
when we visit St Michael’s and All Angels Church!
Levi and Deborah Santana

They are mobile, this summer. As you will have seen from Levi’s article
above, the Santana family will be moving around this summer. They will be
back in the UK from mid-June for a few months, staying not far from us and
visiting supporting churches like ours, as well as hopefully catching a little bit
of well-earned “rest and recuperation”!
We have arranged for them to visit us on Sunday 7 July and to speak at all 3
morning services about their work amongst the marginalised people of
Goiania, Brazil. Hopefully, many of you will also have seen some of their
updates by email, on their noticeboard in church, as well as through their blog
at noplanb.co.uk. So put the date in your diary and learn how God is bringing
hope to people with so little physical hope.
They need to be more mobile, in the future. There is also something else
you can do to help God’s work. As part of an effort to deepen our relationship
with the Santanas and to further enable their work, we asked them, earlier this
year, what was their top need for funding. After some thought, Levi indicated
that their priority was to obtain a reasonably priced vehicle.
Why do they need their own transport? Goiania is a large city (nearly 1.5
million) and some parts are not easily, quickly and safely reached, especially
carrying clothes and equipment for the street events they organise to reach
people. They also make quite long trips of up 2 hours away from the city to

take addicts to rehabilitation, in addition to longer trips to neighbouring towns
and cities. On top of that, of course, a car will make family life much easier as,
for instance, they take their own children to school, themselves to events they
need to attend, and the family for breaks away from the sometimes trying
environment of the city.
What sort of vehicle they can obtain will obviously depend on how much
money can be raised. They already have some funding lodged with Church
Mission Society but need more to complete a purchase. Levi is thinking of a
small, reasonable condition, second-hand car with a decent size boot to carry
equipment round. (If you have time, search for “Renault Kwid” as an example
– no, we kid you not, that is a car name!) Interestingly, second-hand cars are
not as cheap in Brazil as in the UK, so a total from all sources of support for
anything from £3000 to £8000 is needed; the more the better so that future
maintenance costs are minimised.
As part of our contribution, the PCC have agreed that we can have a separate
collection at all services on the 7th July. In the last few weeks of June, we will
have special envelopes and Gift Aid forms available in church, along with
instructions on making out cheques, etc. Please do take an envelope, put your
contribution in, Gift Aid it if possible (it gives an extra 25% at no cost to you)
and bring it along on 7 July (or soon afterwards).
Please help to make the Santanas mobile!
Mission Support Group

Slavery and Religious extremist ideology
The final talk in the Beyond Difference series run by Chiltern District
Council takes place on 25 June at 7 for 7.30pm start at Chiltern District
Council Offices, King George V Rd, Amersham

Make ‘May’ Matter!
For the third year Oxford Mothers’ Union have asked us to
fundraise to raise funds to provide ‘Away from It All’
holidays for those in need.
The month of May was designated ‘Make May Matter’ but
because May seemed to be a very busy month.
Hughenden Mothers’ Union have decided on ‘Make May
Matter in June’!
So from the 2nd June you will find in the porch of the church a box full of new,
small items which can be taken for a small donation. Items will include
notebooks, ear-rings, nail clippers and a novelty candle etc. If you have any
jars of jam or fruit you may like to donate them for sale.
Please do consider giving a small donation in the box.
Norma Clarke

At our meeting on 6th June, David Tester, who is a member of the Mission
Aviation Fellowship (MAF), will be telling us about this organisation in a
talk entitled ‘Flying for Life’.
Also at our meeting we will have tea, cakes and a raffle for which members
are asked to bring an item. We are a friendly group and we warmly
welcome newcomers.
Pat Furness
Pat Furness

in the MU Garden and Church House,
St Michael & All Angels Church, Hughenden

Ham, Cheese & Salad Ploughman's, delicious
Desserts and Home-made Cakes
Tea and Coffee
£8
Proceeds to Mothers' Union Charities

As I wrote in last month’s Parish Magazine, I have been sent a considerable
amount of information about the Blagden and Searight families by Lindsay
Stilwell, Canon Blagden’s great grandson. Not only are these families very
significant to the history of our Parish, as the two families spent huge
amounts of time and money on rebuilding and reordering a dilapidated
church and vicarage, as well as setting up local schools in the 1870s, but
we are faced with a similar, serious, challenge many years later to save and
restore the Bell Tower.
Henry Blagden was born on the 25 th October 1832, in Petworth, Sussex, the
youngest of eight children of a doctor practising locally. Sadly, Henry’s
father, John James Blagden, died when Henry was four years of age and his
mother, Harriet, was left to raise their children. Unhappy at home [his two
elder sisters bullied him] he won a scholarship to Westminster School,
where he became Captain of the School in 1847. Despite contracting
typhoid fever, he survived and was elected to Trinity College, Cambridge in
1851. He was elected a scholar in 1852.
He had always believed that his calling
was to take Holy Orders and, after
selection and training, he was ordained
a Deacon in Ely Cathedral in about
1860, undertaking curacies at St Neots,
Torquay, Westbury and Christ Church,
St Leonards.
I have recorded last month how it was
that he went to the National Gallery in
1861 and saw a portrait of Isabella
Searight. (see picture) It was while he
served at St Leonards that he actually

met the Searights, who stayed there occasionally. He is described,
contemporaneously, as a “good looking man with a lovely tenor voice and
keen on his work.” He and Isabella were married at Christ Church, Lancaster
Gate on the 6th April 1864. Henry was 31 years of age and Bella (as she was
known) 19.
Their first home was in Newbury, where Henry was senior curate to Leslie
Randall, later Bishop of Reading. There they threw themselves into their
work. Henry was highly strung and sensitive by temperament and “suffered
acutely from the notice his good looks excited.” His library was substantial
and his knowledge, especially of poetry, was considerable, being able to
recite Keats, Shelley and Wordsworth ex tempore and large passages from
the works of Dickens and Scott; and, of course, the Bible.
They lived and served in Newbury for the first four years of their married
life. Their three eldest children Nevill, Ada and Mary were born there. In
1868 they went to Hughenden.
I have recounted previously how Henry Blagden was not Disraeli’s first
choice as Vicar of Hughenden. His appointment came about through a
conversation between Disraeli and Countess Bernsdorff [the wife of the
German Ambassador] in London. Disraeli informed the Countess that he
was looking for a Vicar for Hughenden and she replied “you must have Mr
Blagden. He is so beautiful and has such a lovely voice.” The offer was duly
made and accepted.
Hughenden in 1868 was in a poor state. The stipend was £300 and both the
Vicarage [then in the Park below the Manor] and the Church were in poor
states of repair. Then – as now – Hughenden was a scattered parish; then
with the Vicarage and the Church far removed from the ordinary
parishioners. “On one hill was Naphill, one and a half miles away along a
rough farm road or through the woods; Kingshill stood on another hill, also
one and a half miles away. North Dean lay two and a half to three miles
away along the valley. Littleworth, one mile, was on Downley. Farms and

small groups of houses were scattered on the hills. Distance added much
to the difficulty of the work.”
The Vicarage, then, was small and in poor repair. There was no bathroom
or lavatory, only “earth closets” and no running water. Water was collected
off the roofs and stored. The only immediate advantage was the view and
Disraeli frequently came and sat in the Vicarage garden. There were nurses
and governesses for the children. During the Hughenden Years, four more
children were added to the family – Therese, Hilda, Cecil and Basil. In the
great winter of 1881, six feet of snow fell, drifting up to the upstairs
windows and, in places, to sixteen feet deep. It took a week for the family
to dig itself out and obtain provisions.
There was a small, inadequate, school at Naphill and a number of “lace
schools.” “Yak” lace was fashionable and remunerative. The older women
set the girls to work on lace pillows and read to them whilst they worked.
The Vicar was horrified at these illegal “schools” and they were shut down.
But, in those days, few could read or write, so the Blagdens set up a night
school at Naphill and taught there two evenings a week.
In 1870, an Education Act required the establishment of proper schools.
Rather than have a Board School imposed, Henry wanted two Church
Schools. As I have previously reported, James Searight stepped in and
purchased land and built the school and house at Kingshill and enlarged
the existing school at Naphill.

I am hugely indebted to Lindsay Stilwell, Henry and Bella’s great grandson,
for a wealth of information that now forms part of our Church Archive. I
have selected material that, I hope, is of interest. I am also very grateful to
David Cornwell, our Bell Captain, who has fascinating photographs,
pictures and documents, which he has generously permitted me to read
and use.
Christopher Tyrer

Early in the morning a couple of weeks ago I
walked across the little covered porch from
my back door through to the garage door
and noticed a robin perching on the back of
the nearby garden chair with an enormous
dried leaf in his beak. ‘That’s a big leaf for a
little bird’ I said.

On my return from the

garage I noticed dead leaves protruding
from my peg bag which was hanging on a
hook on the back wall of the porch. Yes, the robins were building a nest in
my peg bag! I watched as further leaves were carried into the bag, followed
by much adjusting of the pegs (well you have to have a good foundation)
and pushing and shoving of the leaves into the correct spot. I suppose you
could call this Airbnb with the emphasis on the air!
We were preparing to leave that morning for a week away and by the time
we were ready to go some two hours later, the building materials had
changed from dried leaves to bundles of soft moss. These little robins were
speedy builders.
On our return a week later, the nest
was complete and five eggs were
ready to be incubated.

Apparently

the robins lay one egg a day and the
hen then starts sitting on them. She
has been hunkered down on the nest
since just after our return and the
male bird pops in from time to time
with a tasty insect or two or a nice fat
caterpillar to feed his wife. She leaves the nest for a few minutes ‘comfort
break’ now and again, hence I was able to quickly get a picture of the eggs.

I bought some bird food pellets ‘enriched with meal worms’ and a fat treat
which I put in the special wire gadget hanging on the bird feeder. The local
jackdaws thought they had died and gone to heaven, demolishing this
within a couple of days! The pellets went very quickly too. So now I put a
few on the quarry tiles in the porch hoping that the robins will get to them
first. Once the chicks have hatched in a couple of weeks’ time, I hope to be
able to photograph them so will update readers in next month’s Outlook.
(Incidentally, I have bought new clothes pegs!)
Sylvia Clark

Thursday 13th June
from 12 noon – 2.15 pm
We look forward to welcoming toddlers and ‘babes in arms’
with their grownups to our annual Teddy Bear’s Picnic.
We will gather in the beautiful walled garden next to St.
Michael’s church on rugs and picnic chairs. As always,
members of our Mothers Union will provide and serve a
delicious picnic feast for us all to enjoy together.
There will be a short Bible story, a few songs and an opportunity to
celebrate birthdays that fall in June. (If it is wet we will meet in church,
which is just as fun!)
Please bring a rug and don’t forget your Teddy!
For more details on the above, please contact Helen Peters on
helen.peters@peters-research.com

Upside Down Pear and Gingerbread Cake
Credit for this recipe goes to Jane Boughton, one of Outlook’s deliverers, who
served it, to much delight, at our book club. I served it to similar acclaim the
next week to the adults at our Toddler Group.
Ingredients

Dry ingredients
4 oz flour
1/2 tsp bicarbonate of soda
1/4 tsp cinnamon
1 tsp ginger
1/2 tsp mixed spice

1 egg

Wet ingredients
4 oz soft brown sugar
3 oz treacle or syrup
4 fl oz milk
2 oz shortening (lard or other fat)

Topping
2 oz butter
4 oz soft brown sugar
Chopped walnuts
Pears (tinned are fine, or poach fresh ones till tender)
Method
Sieve and mix together the dry ingredients.
Melt together the wet ingredients.
Mix melted wet mixture into dry ingredients with the egg.
For topping: melt the 2 oz butter, with the 4 oz soft brown sugar and add some
chopped walnuts.
Pour these into greased and lined tin (2 lb loaf tin or 8" round tin 2" deep).

Slice pears and lay on the topping (one large or two or three medium).
Pour the cake mixture you have made on to the topping. (This will be an upside
down cake, remember)
Cook at 150-160°C fan for 50 – 60 minutes, but keep an eye so the lovely sugar
deliciousness on the top does not burn.
Have a fork or napkins handy or just lick your fingers!
Jane Tyrer

Darryl and Jo Hamley, who many will remember as
long-term members of St Michaels’s, celebrated their
diamond wedding in May. Darryl was an important
contributor of the popular series of nature notes: ‘On
the Wild Side’ to Outlook, for many years.
Congratulations to them both!

Our wonderful Community Shop was 10 years old on May 16th: Happy Birthday
Shop!

Anyone interested in taking over the responsibility for church flowers
please

contact

Jean

Godfrey

either

by

e-mail

at

@jeangodfrey.plus.com or by telephone on 01494 522198.

jeangodfrey

Just before our Community Day, good news arrived with
a generous consignment of newsletters from the
Humanitarian Aid Relief Trust (HART). This is the charity
aimed at ‘reaching the parts that others don’t,’ and it has
been led since its foundation in 2003 by the indomitable
Lady Caroline Cox, and is now well established
internationally.
Caroline’s long and varied career began with nursing and midwifery.
Women’s welfare has thus been strongly reflected in HART’s activities.
Fundraising priorities are regularly reviewed and currently they include:

South Sudan – assisting vulnerable pregnant women and child-headed
households; Sudan – including sanitary products for schoolgirls so that they
needn’t regularly miss lessons; Burma, where HART has been concerned
about disenfranchised ethnic minorities for more than a decade – a dam
has just been provided for crop irrigation and water supplies for a school
in Shan State, for example.
The Nagorno-Karabakh
centre was set up for
disability

rehabilitation

and its experience is now
being spread to four
remote regions in Burma.
Vardan Tadevosyan, the
Director at the Centre,
and

his

team

considerable

have

skills

in

Caroline and Vardan at the Nagorno-Karabakh
Rehabilitation Centre

disability rehabilitation and these will be put to good use in helping to
establish similar centres in the disadvantaged ethnic states in Burma.

Meanwhile, HART Australia is now well established, providing care and
assistance in Timor-Leste, for example.
For supplying copies of ‘HART-beat’ we are grateful to Lola Yusuf. She cut
her NGO teeth in Uganda before moving into her present fundraising and
communications post. Another recent arrival at HART is Eldred Wiley, Chief
Operating executive. Eldred has around 18 years’ experience in such work
and a previous post was with Samaritan’s Purse, the organisation
mentioned in our last Outlook article about MAF’s disaster relief operations
after the Mozambique cyclone. Knowing this, we were led to ask whether
HART is another of MAF’s clients. Promptly Caroline sent us this generous
reply: “We depend on MAF and have profound appreciation for them in

enabling us to make our work possible.”
It is encouraging to see that our mission efforts are cross-linking and
reaching out so far. South Sudan is one of the dangerous destinations for
some of MAF’s flights. Way back in 1946, when it first “took off,” it was into
Sudan, then one single huge country.
Finally, tying in with our recent thoughts and prayers for Syria, around Open
Doors and Wycombe Refugee Partnership, we note that HART is also active
there. In Maaloula, a rugged mountainous town 56 km North East of
Damascus, a four-month project has just been completed to enable twenty
women to make and sell nutritious fruit-based food preserves for the harsh
winters, thus stimulating marketplace activities and improving the lives of
others.
For further details of all Hart activities, or to request a copy of Hart-beat:
visit : www.hart-uk.org
Christopher Mettem

10th June: Jean and daughters Jane and Emma will be particularly remembering Roy
Godfrey on the anniversary of his death. Much loved and for ever in our thoughts.
22nd June: Len Rickards will be remembering, as much as any other day of the year,
the passing of his beloved wife, Val, on 22nd June 2019, her eighth anniversary.
If you have special occasions to mark, why don't you dedicate the
floodlighting? Your dedication can be for anything within reason,
remembering loved ones, birthdays, anniversaries, weddings, new babies – or
just for the joy of being alive! Please send any dedications to Lynn Brooks at
office@hughendenparishchurch.org.uk
Lynn Brooks

Holy Baptisms
Sunday 5th May:

Happy Cooper, son of Austen and Gemma Humphries from Totteridge;
Millie Grace, daughter of Liam and Hannah Evans from High Wycombe;

Holy Matrimony
Saturday 4th May: Ross James Taylor to Joanna Margaret Langley-Hunt;
The Departed
Ralph Vivian Cook, aged 89
Alan Keith Stone, died Weymouth July 2018, aged 57.
Communicants:
Sundays

Weekdays

April
21st 38 + 49 + 126 = 213

15th Holy Monday 6

28th 21 + 86 = 107

16th Holy Tuesday 11
17th Holy Wednesday 6
18th Maundy Thursday 42

May
5th 22 + 45 = 67
12th 25 + 95 = 120

14th St Matthias 6

Friendship Morning
This is a get together in Church House on the
third Thursday each month at 10.30 am. It is
primarily for those who are bereaved, who live on
their own and for those who are lonely. The emphasis is very much on
companionship and the atmosphere is light and cheerful. Please contact
Penny Austin on 01494 529596 if you think this is for you.
Babies & Toddlers @ St. Michael’s
Babies and Toddlers @ St. Michael’s meets every
Thursday in term time from 9.30 - 11.30 am in
the North Room.
and refreshments.

Come for chat, play, craft
Included, every second

Thursday of the month, will be ‘Tiny Tots’, a time
of fun worship in Church. For details contact Helen Peters –
helen.peters@peters-research.com
House Groups
A variety of house groups meet throughout the week: for days and times, or
for further information contact Revd. Keith Johnson, HW 257569.
Young People's Groups @ St Michael & All Angels
CYFA (School years 10+)

-

Alternate Sunday evenings in term time.

FLASH (School years 7-9)

-

Monthly Sunday evening in term time.

AWESOME AND ACTIVE
(AAA) (School years 4-6)

-

Monthly Sunday teatime in term time.

For dates of meetings for all groups and further details contact Rebecca Hawes
- rebecca@wycombeyfc.org.uk

Sat

1

Sun

2

12.00 pm Wedding of Robert Johnson & Christine Howlett
7th Sunday of Easter
8.00 am Holy Communion (Said) (BCP)
9.00 am Choral Communion
10.45 am All Age Family Service
2.00 pm Church House Teas
4.30 pm Youth Group: North Room
6.00 pm Evensong (BCP) (no sermon)

Mon

3

Tue

4

10.00 am Come and meet the vicar!: Hughenden Village Shop
7.30 pm Bell Ringers Practice
7.30 pm Mothers Union Meeting: Church House

Wed

5

10.00 am Come and meet the vicar!: Bon Ami Café, Naphill
1.00 pm Knit and Natter: Church House
7.45 pm Choir Practice

Thu

6

Fri

7

Sat

8

9.30 am Toddler Group: North Room
12.00 pm Whitsun Lunch Preparation: Church House
9.00 am Visiting Bell Ringers (3hrs)
12.00 pm Whitsun Lunch: Church House

Sun

9

Pentecost
8.00 am Holy Communion (Common Worship)
9.00 am NB: Choral Communion
10.45 am Family Communion (Common Worship)
2.00 pm Church House Teas
6.00 pm Evensong (BCP) (no sermon)

Mon 10
Tue

11

10.00 am Come and meet the vicar!: Hughenden Village Shop
7.30 pm Bell Ringers Practice
7.30 pm Private Booking: Church House

Wed 12

10.00 am Come and meet the vicar!: Bon Ami Café, Naphill
10.00 am Private booking: Church House
7.45 pm Choir Practice

Thu

13

11.30 am Tiny Tots Teddy Bears Picnic: Mother Union Garden

Fri

14

4.00 pm Wedding Rehearsal for Sam Woodley & Laura Smith

Sat

15

1.30 pm Wedding of Sam Woodley & Laura Smith

Sun

16

Trinity Sunday
8.00 am Holy Communion (Said) (Common Worship)
9.00 am Choral Communion (Common Worship)
10.45 am Service of the Word with Baptism of Faith Cornelius
2.00 pm Church House Teas
6.00 pm Evensong (BCP) (no sermon)

Mon 17
Tue

18

Wed 19

10.00 am Come and meet the vicar!: Hughenden Village Shop
7.30 pm Bell Ringers Practice
10.00 am Come and meet the vicar!: Bon Ami Café, Naphill
7.45 pm Choir Practice

Thu

20

9.30 am Toddler Group: North Room
10.30 am Friendship Morning
12.00 pm Organ Recital (Friendship Group): Church
7.00 pm Safeguarding Training C1 (2): Church House

Sat

22

Sun

23

7.00 am Private Booking: Church House
1st Sunday after Trinity
8.00 am Holy Communion (Common Worship)
9.00 am Matins (Sung) (BCP)
10.45 am Family Communion (Common Worship)
2.00 pm Church House Teas
6.00 pm Evensong (BCP) (no sermon)

Mon 24
Tue

25

Wed 26

10.00 am Come and meet the vicar!: Hughenden Village Shop
7.30 pm Bell Ringers Practice
10.00 am Come and meet the vicar!: Bon Ami Café, Naphill
7.45 pm Choir Practice

Thu

27

9.30 am Toddler Group: North Room
3.10 pm Messy Church: Cryers Hill Methodist Church

Fri

28

1.00 pm Wedding of Sam White & Frances Goodfellow

Sat

29

8.30 am Men’s Breakfast: Church House
1.00 pm Wedding of Thomas Hewlett-Taylor & Oana Littlewood

Sun

30

2nd Sunday after Trinity
8.00 am Holy Communion (Common Worship)
9.00 am Matins (Sung) (BCP)
10.45 am Family Communion (Common Worship)
2.00 pm Church House Teas

Date

Lesson

Readers
8:00 am / 6:00 pm

9:00 am

10:45 am

2nd Seventh Sunday of Easter – Sunday after Ascension
Acts 16: 16-34

John White

Christopher Tyrer Jacky Sackville

Revelation 22: 12-14, 1617 & 20-end

Philip Hynard

Sara Badrick

John 17: 20-end

Priest

Priest

Priest

Helen Byrne

Evensong: Psalm 68
Isaiah 44: 1-8

AJ/LS

Ephesians 4: 7-16

Emily Bailey

9th Pentecost
Acts 2: 1-21

Judy Wilson

Hazel Lowe

Romans 8: 14-17

Lin Smit

Susan Brice

John 14: 8-27

Priest

Priest

Priest

Joan Steele

Evensong: Psalm 33
Exodus: 33: 7-20

Mike Morgan

2 Corinthians 3: 4-end

Ben Brice

16th Trinity Sunday
Proverbs 8: 1-4 & 22-31

John Holmes

Ann Moore

Romans 5: 1-5

Arthur Johnson

Ben Brice

John 16: 12-15

Priest

Priest

Evensong: Psalm 73
Exodus 3: 1-15

AJ/LS

John 3: 1-17

Susan Brice

Priest

23rd First Sunday after Trinity
Isaiah 65: 1-9

Cathryn Carter

Edie Sadler

Karen Williams

Galatians 3: 23-end

Alan Jaycock

Louise Stallwood

Luke 8: 26-39

Priest

(check which)

Priest

1 Kings 19: 15-16 & 19-end Alison Stacey

Lin Smit

Lois Comley

Galatians 5: 1 & 13-25

John White

Ben Brice

Luke 9: 51-end

Priest

(check which)

Psalm at 9.00 am: 22: 19-28
1st Evensong of John the Baptist: Psalm 71
Judges 13: 2-7 & 24-end Mike Morgan
Luke 1: 5-25

Ben Brice

30th Second Sunday after Trinity

Priest

Psalm at 9.00 am: 16
Evensong: Psalm 60
Genesis 27: 1-40

AJ/LS

Mark 6: 1-6

Susan Brice

Outlook is published on the 28th of each month, except July and December. The
editor for the July and August edition is Sylvia Clark. Items for inclusion should
reach the editors by email at mag@hughendenparishchurch.org.uk.
Handwritten articles should be delivered or posted to Sylvia Clark, 'Failte', Boss
Lane, Hughenden Valley, HP14 4LQ.
All contributions to be received by 15th June please.
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Our Mission is

We shall live out this mission through
Prayer, Presence, Persuasion and Proclamation by:

• That are steadfastly based on the Bible and prayer.
• That are based on Jesus’ example.
• By being ambassadors of Christ to our friends, families, neighbours
and work and school colleagues.

• Understanding the communities in which we live and seeking to be
fully involved in those communities.
• Building appropriate bridges between our church and our community.
• Taking every opportunity to share the good news about Jesus Christ.

• That is appropriate to wherever people are on their spiritual journey.
• That is based on worship that is honouring to God and accessible and
relevant to all.
• That is led by prayer that engages with the will of God and his purposes.

Thank You Lord for the gifts of your people, freely given for your work. Strengthen in
faith and courage all those that seek to spread your word, and protect those endangered
by so doing.

