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The fact that you are reading these words suggests that you are a new reader 

of this magazine. Either you are a newcomer to this area or you are a visitor. 

If you are a visitor, we hope that you have enjoyed your visit to our church; that 

you have found it interesting, instructive and conducive to prayer. If you are 

going to be here at one of our regular service times, we hope that you will join 

us in the worship of God and we ask that you take our greetings back to your 

own church. 

If you are new to this Parish, we bid you welcome and invite you to join us and 

share in the fellowship of God’s family in Hughenden.  This magazine gives 

details of the regular times of worship here. We hope that you will find 

something to meet your spiritual needs. The printed word is cold and remote 

and we would like to make personal contact with you, so please leave your 

name and address in the box at the back of the church. 

Whoever you are who reads these words, may God bless you, sustain you and 

protect you, your family and friends, now and always. 

Grant us Lord, faith to believe and strength to do thy will 

Outlook 
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Dear Readers, 

In the book of Ruth in the Old Testament, she states firmly: ‘where you go I will 

go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God 

my God.’ 

This is both a plea and a determination 

to find somewhere to belong and I 

think whatever our roots or family 

background we can all recognise and 

empathise with this need in some way. 

Over the last few months the word 

‘community’ has filled the minds of 

many people at St Michael and All 

Angels, the more so as we approach 

our Community Day on Saturday 11th 

May. It is often voiced that our church 

building is in a difficult (if beautiful) 

position, geographically set apart from its parish. However, it exists and is 

here to serve those people and those communities in whatever way is 

needed. People go to church for a myriad of different reasons, not always 

religious and on 11th May we wish to share with as many people as possible 

the great variety of activities that are available to everyone. Interestingly, a 

sizeable proportion of our worshipping community live outside the parish 

boundaries and make a positive decision to be a part of our church. This is 

probably because of our huge diversity of styles of service, unusual in our 

area. The Church of England is often called a broad church and we epitomise 

that at Hughenden. From quiet, prayerful services, through those led by a 

robed choir and with organ accompaniment to contemporary services full 

of joyful praise, and choruses and songs led by a worship band.  

Ruth and Naomi from the Book of Ruth. [see 

also later article ‘Naomi’s Tale.] 



However, that is just within the building of the church. The word church of 

course means far more than that. Essentially and more importantly it is 

the people that are the church and at this time of Easter (the season of 

Easter continues until Pentecost in June) it is good to remember the early 

church i.e. those people who were the first Christians and risked their lives 

to follow the teachings of Jesus; they passionately declared their belief in 

the resurrection. At that time there were no church buildings; no PCCs 

worrying about guttering, roofing and the oil bill. Maybe that would be 

freeing and indeed there are many church congregations that purposely 

exist today without a particular building. But, the message here is that we 

are living stones, as St Peter puts it and our job is to build a spiritual 

temple. To do this in the 21st century we need to be focussed on our 

community just as much as on our beautiful church building. We are really 

active outside of Hughenden Park. Come and see us on 11th May and find 

out more. 

When I sat down to write this editorial, I opened the OED to see what it had 

to say about community. It obviously had many variants of meaning but the 

one I found most useful was the defining of community as a ‘fellowship of 

interests.’ The word fellowship suggests to me an empathetic interest in the 

wellbeing of others. In Hughenden we have a wealth of interests in 

common. We are all concerned about the welfare of our family and friends. 

We are all stakeholders in our local education, social care and the state of 

our environment. We do indeed have a fellowship of interests. St Michael 

and All Angels is committed to playing a full and passionate part in its 

community. 

Do come and be a part of the community day on 11th May. 

Your church, your day. 

Susan Brice 

Editor 

  



As I write this regular column, it is exactly one month before 

our Hughenden Church Community Day - one of the most 

exciting events to take place in our Church calendar for 

several years. 

My heart has been warmed by the enthusiasm and 

dedication of those who have been planning this day for 

some time now, and I hope and pray that we will make many new friends, as 

well as renew existing friendships, as we host an exciting, varied and ambitious 

day at Hughenden Church. 

I encourage you to go to our Church website, or read the flyer which has been 

delivered through your letterbox if you live in the parish, to learn more about 

what we have planned on 11th May. 

I am often reminded that our wonderful Church building and grounds, found 

in such an idyllic setting, is appreciated both by those who live locally, but 

equally by those who find themselves wandering around our Church as part of 

their trip to Hughenden Manor, 

as well as ramblers and dog 

walkers as well. It is so important 

to keep our Church open almost 

every day of the year, during the 

hours of daylight, and I am 

conscious that many visit our 

Church to spend some time in 

quiet peace, reflection and prayer. 

It has been encouraging to see so many volunteers from within our Church 

family offering their time and talents in support of the day. We are 

endeavouring to give all our visitors a good glimpse into the different aspects 

of life at St Michael’s & All Angels Church, from the differing styles of worship 

and music, to the wide variety of groups and ministry which take place under 



the umbrella of the mission of our Church, which seeks to “enable all to follow 

Jesus Christ”. Turn to the outside back cover of Outlook for a more detailed 

explanation of what that means in practice. 

Please can I extend a personal invitation to you and your family and friends 

to join us on 11th May. Come and look around our Church building and 

grounds, ask any questions you might have, enjoy something to eat and 

drink on us, and catch a glimpse of what it means to follow Jesus Christ in 

word and deed. 

Keith 

 

The Hughenden PCC met on 21st March 2019, and the following is a summary 

of the business discussed: 

The Discipleship group was encouraged to report that nine housegroups will 

be meeting during Lent to study the Talking Jesus material. It is hoped that this 

might encourage us to have more confidence in talking to others about our 

faith and church, especially with the Community Day firmly in mind. 

Keith met with the new Diocesan Discipleship Adviser, Rev Tina Molyneux, to 

discuss the possibility of our parish trialling a new personal discipleship 

programme. 

Helen reported on a busy time for our Youth & Children’s ministry, especially 

during Bex’s extended absence. There will be no Easter Eggsplained this year, 

but it will recommence next year. Prayer Space was well received by children, 

staff and parents at GKCS – thanks to all who volunteered. 

There will be two crib services on Christmas Eve this year, so that we have more 

capacity to cater for visitors, and to take some pressure off the car park. 

Mike & Anne Dean have excelled at overseeing our plans for the Community 

Day – it promises to be a memorable event in the life of our church and 



community. 

An exciting Social & Outreach programme of events has been organised, and 

will be publicised in due course. These include a summer BBQ, a Pet service, a 

theatre trip and a Barn Dance. 

The quality of the publicity which is produced by our Communications Team is 

superb. The team is led by Jane Tyrer, and the PCC wish to give particular thanks 

to Ben Brice for his graphic design skills, as much of our signage has been 

renewed in advance of 11th May. 

The Mission Support group is now led by David Tester. The group have 

arranged for the Santana family, our CMS link missionaries, to come and visit 

our church on Sunday 7th July. There will be a retiring collection in support of 

their work. 

Keith has been invited to consider training a Curate in Hughenden Parish, and 

he is currently in conversation with a possible candidate. 

Julia Grant, Churchwarden, reported that a new water heater is needed for the 

Church House toilet, altar frontals are being renewed, new tables and parasols 

being acquired for the Mothers Union garden, and new material being 

produced in time for Church House Teas to recommence in May. A newly 

furnished Prayer Space in the North Chapel will also be ready in time for 11th 

May. 

Substantial work is needed in the Bell Tower. Advice is currently being sought 

from architects and a structural engineer. This includes a leak in the roof, and 

electrical work required. 

Christopher Tyrer reported back from a stimulating Diocesan Synod in Gerrards 

Cross, in particular the inspirational address from Bishop Steven Croft. There 

are several new projects being launched by the diocese which the PCC will 

need to consider in the next few months. 

A new safeguarding handbook is to be given to every PCC member, following 

our APCM on 28th April. 

Keith  



I am delighted to announce that Tracey Jones (known as TJ), will be joining the 

clergy team of Helen and myself, following ordination in the summer this year, 

as our parish curate, working as a part-time self-supporting minister.  

TJ will be ordained in Christchurch Cathedral, Oxford on Saturday 29 June @ 6.00 pm.  

TJ trained as a nurse in the Navy, worked in Wycombe A&E, and more recently as 

a ministry trainee for St Giles & St Andrews Churches in Stoke Poges. She is married 

to Richard, has two grown up children and lives in Hazlemere. We look forward to 

welcoming TJ into the parish following her ordination, after which TJ will be taking 

some time out to complete the Camino pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela, 

returning to the parish to begin her curacy in earnest in early September.  

Keith 

Next month – introducing our new curate – watch this space!  

We look forward to welcoming toddlers and ‘babes in arms’ 

with their grownups to our annual Teddy Bears’ Picnic. 

We will gather in the beautiful walled garden next to St. 

Michael’s church on rugs and picnic chairs.  As always, 

members of our Mothers Union will provide and serve a 

delicious picnic feast for us all to enjoy together. 

There will be a short Bible story, a few songs and an opportunity to 

celebrate birthdays that fall in June.  (If it is wet, we will meet in church, 

which is just as fun!) 

Don’t forget your teddy!  
For more details please contact Helen Peters on 

helen.peters@peters-research.com 

 



By the time you are reading this, the 11th May will be almost upon us and it has 

already been an amazing journey! Back in January Mike and I agreed to take 

on the organisation of a Community Day, the primary purpose of which was to 

show off our Church and all it has to offer to our local community. The fact that 

we are not situated in the centre of our Parish 

is a challenge and can make us appear 

disconnected from those we serve. But that is 

just geography and our desire to ‘live, love 

and serve’ is genuinely held. That is why the 

Community Day came about; to show what 

we have to offer and make clear it’s availability 

to all. To live out our mission “to enable all to 

follow Jesus Christ”. 

To be honest if we had known then, what we know now, I’m not sure we‘d have 

taken it on but had we passed over the opportunity we would be, by far, the 

losers. It has been an amazing experience and has renewed within both of us 

a spirit of hope and a real sense of God’s presence. We have been encouraged, 

inspired, and awed by the sheer ability and enthusiasm of everyone here at 

Hughenden; you have stepped up, stepped out, risen to the challenge and just 

got on with it - with joy, positivity and determination. There is no doubt in our 

minds that it will be a wonderful day.  

There is so much to be thankful for which I have highlighted below but deep 

gratitude must be given to our Heavenly Father. Our church here in Hughenden 

has always sought to find and follow God’s Will in all it does and our Community 

Day has been no exception. Mike and I can confidently say that God has been 

before us all the way; his spirit undoubtedly present, smoothing the road ahead, 

softening hearts, leading us in the right direction and affirming the decisions we 

have made. So our thanks indeed to Him for his unerring grace, guidance and love. 

Already we are in a better place than we were back in January. The secondary 

objectives of the day were to bring the church community together and to 



leave a legacy for the future; we have already achieved those objectives in 

spades and our prayer is that this will develop and grow even further as time 

goes on. Mike and I have been bowled over by the desire of everyone from all 

congregations to engage in the day. We have heard from many of you about 

conversations had and new connections made and we ourselves can testify to 

the growth in ‘communication’ between us all. With regard to legacy there is 

much to give thanks for;  a new look North Room, the North Chapel 

transformed into  a new Prayer Space, the Mezzanine in Church House cleared 

out, decluttered and reorganised, our church branding and logo now firmly 

embedded so we present a consistent message to those beyond the current 

church family, the Vestry spring cleaned, the kitchen in Church House deep 

cleaned and now fit for purpose, a churchyard, church house garden & 

Mother’s Union garden weeded and planted for visitors to enjoy throughout 

the summer. 

So a final invitation; if you are not yet involved and would like to be you are 

VERY WELCOME. We hope we have made it clear from the start that this day is 

for and about the whole church and everyone is invited to be a part of it. So 

do get in touch - at the time of writing there are still jobs to be filled. I’m sure 

there will be last minute gaps to plug in the week before so don’t feel it’s too 

late! If all you can do is come then please do and enjoy what it is to be part of 

this church family. 

Preparation events still to happen: the churchyard and gardens are still to be 

mowed weeded and beautified; the date for the Churchyard Clear Up is Friday 

3rd May from 12 noon until 7pm - refreshments provided. If you are able bodied 

and possess any garden implements please do put it in your diary and come 

along. Also we will also need people on Friday 10th May (throughout the day and 

into the evening) to clean the church, set up stalls, prepare and pray! If you are 

able bodied and good with a duster please do come along but if you need to sit 

then I am sure that Gwen Hill will be very glad to have you on her prayer team. 

Community is a word that we are (hopefully!) all now very familiar with, but 

what does it mean to each of us? Mike and I feel that we have, over the last 

few months experienced what it is to be part of a community and at 



Hughenden it is a very blessed place to be. For us it is a place where we can 

be honest, supported, appreciated, inspired, encouraged and loved. It is a safe 

place to be ourselves, to be valued for who we are, a place where difference is 

not seen as threatening but celebrated and embraced, a place where mistakes 

are addressed and forgiven, a place to flourish, to grow and to rest.  

Any community can be these things and many are, love is not after all the 

exclusive right of Christians, but a Christian Community, when following the 

example set by Jesus Christ is so much more. I am not saying that here at 

Hughenden we have reached perfection; absolutely not, but through the 

Community Day Mike and I have experienced a very real sense of God’s spirit 

within everyone, a sense of a community pulling together for a common goal. 

I returned this week to one of my favourite books; Philippians.  I love it because 

it is a letter of encouragement and Mike & I are hugely encouraged by what 

has taken place over the past weeks and months. As Paul says, “if you have any 

encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if 

any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make 

my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in 

spirit and purpose. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in 

humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not 

only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others” (2: 1-4)  

This unity has been very evident as has humility and courtesy and that is the 

difference. So for us ‘community’ is all of the attributes mentioned above but 

with the added component of Jesus Christ; front and centre. A place where our 

faith draws us together in mutual love and respect, building up not knocking 

down. Maybe that is our call as we approach the 11th May; that in a spirit of 

humility and extravagant hospitality we consider our visitors ‘better than 

ourselves’, thus reflecting the light of Christ, showing God’s love and with grace 

demonstrating that: 

“Church is not a place you go to: it is a family you belong to." 

See you on the 11th! 

Anne Dean  



There is no charge for anything on the day so please come along and enjoy all 

that’s on offer - EVERYONE IS MOST WELCOME! 

In Church 

09.40 - 10:00 Bell Ringing Welcome 

10.00 - 10.30 Organ and/or Choir (#1) 

10.45 - 11.15 Tour (#1), plus Bell Ringing 

11.30 - 11.50 Worship Band (#1) 

12.10 - 12.30 Worship Band (#2) 

12.45 - 13.15 Tour (#2) plus Bell Ringing 

13.30 - 14.00 Organ and/or Choir (#2) 

14.10 - 14.30 Worship Band (#3) 

14.45 - 15.15 Tour (#3) plus Bell Ringing 

15.30 - 16.00 Worship Band (#4), to include a celebratory closing. 

Also: a Treasure Hunt, Refreshments, Historic Tours of the church (times stated above), 

Tours of the Bell Tower (learn how to ring a bell!), information about the charities we 

support, A Question for a Quencher!, The Library - help yourself to a book 

In North Room 

Displays and Information from the Mothers’ Union, Alpha, Holy Land 

Pilgrimage, Special Celebrations, Friendship Morning and Flower Workshops 

In North Chapel  

A Prayer Space for quiet reflection and prayer 

In The Mothers’ Union Garden  

Young People’s Activities including an inflatable helter-skelter, sand and play-

doh, rock painting, timed games, soluble tattoos, pick ‘n’ mix. 

In The Churchyard  

A Warm Welcome to all and also man’s best friend!, Nature Quest under the 

Yew Tree, Inflatable Obstacle Course, Disraeli’s grave 

In Church House & Garden 

Morning Coffee, Vegan & Soup lunches, a BBQ, Afternoon Tea 

SEE YOU THERE! 



At our April meeting, we became virtual globetrotters, or rather global sailors 

as we saw pictures and listened to our speaker, Captain Martin Greenwood 

who talked to us about his Maritime Career. 

Martin began his career in 1963 

when he attended the pre-sea 

training School of Navigation in 

Warsash. This training was run 

very much on the lines of the 

Royal Navy with very strict 

discipline, drill, navigation and 

seamanship.  He also learnt how 

to fire anti-aircraft guns, though 

never had to use this knowledge. 

In 1964 Martin joined the shipping company Furness Withy which had 

passenger ships, cargo ships, tankers and bulk carriers which traded all over 

the world.   

After completing his cadetship of 3¼ years and following professional 

examinations, Martin became firstly a Navigating Officer and then after time 

afloat and further examinations, he finally obtained his Masters Certificate, 

serving at sea for 18 years. When the company later sold off many of its ships, 

he took up a position in the Caribbean as Cargo Manager for a roll on, roll off 

operation and he and his wife, Corinne, moved to Fort Lauderdale. He travelled 

extensively in the Caribbean before, in 1984, he was asked to be part of a team 

running a fully containerised service from North Europe to the west coast of 

South America and he went to live in Hamburg. This was an extreme 

temperature change after the warmth of Florida! Corinne joined him and they 

spent three years there before being posted to Chile for four years, thoroughly 

enjoying this time.  Martin’s career continued, firstly at the company 

headquarters in Surrey, then 14 years once again in Hamburg.   

During his talk Martin showed us pictures of the various vessels on which he had 

The Edenmore, iron ore carrier and Martin’s first ship. 

http://www.shipspotting.com/gallery/photo.php?lid=627865


served, from luxury liners to cargo and container ships.  He related how when he 

was on the Pacific Envoy carrying 800,000 cases of whisky, in ‘open stow’ (not in 

containers), some of it was stolen when stevedores managed to hide it behind a 

false bulkhead.  He served on a large passenger ship, the Ocean Monarch, which 

sailed from New York to Bermuda and back again.  Sometimes he had the 

opportunity to spend three days in Bermuda which he said was a real paradise.  He 

then transferred to the Queen of 

Bermuda, her sister ship, which 

along with the Ocean Monarch 

had been built in the 30s expressly 

to serve the US in the days of 

prohibition.  Once the ships were 

outside US territorial waters of 

course, no exclusions were placed 

on the consumption of alcohol.   

With the onset of war, both ships were requisitioned by the Navy and used as 

armed cruisers and troopships. After the war the QOB returned to service in 

1948 and was modernised in 1961 costing several millions.  However, with the 

onset of air travel, this form of travel was not so popular and she ended her 

service in 1966.  After being converted back to passenger service, her sister 

ship, Ocean Monarch, suffered a huge fire and was bought by the UK 

government, rebuilt and renamed Dominion Monarch to serve in the 

immigrant trade to Australia. She again had a fire and was sold to Greece to 

be turned into a cruise ship renamed the Arkadia. She, together with the Queen 

of Bermuda, ended their days at about the same time, being broken up after 

33 years’ service.  Martin also served on the Andes which was the number one 

cruise ship of her time and the last word in luxury. 

It was while serving on the Picardy, a general cargo ship making round trips to 

the Caribbean, that early one morning Martin spotted a dot on the horizon which, 

when they drew nearer turned out to be the trimaran Teignmouth Electron sailed 

by Donald Crowhurst who was participating in the Sunday Times Round the 

World Golden Globe single handed yacht race.  The Picardy slowed down and as 

The Queen of Bermuda 



there was no movement from the yacht, a 

lifeboat with the second officer was lowered 

but he found no-one on board. The yacht was 

lifted onto the Picardy and on investigation of 

its ship’s logs, it was found that Crowhurst had 

never sailed round the world but had tried to 

deceive race headquarters by sending back 

false positions.  His idea was to tuck in behind 

other boats coming back to England and 

claim prize money at the end.  He had put all his money into this venture and it 

seems that after spending 252 days alone on his boat, he realized the enormity 

of his deception and went over the side.  After informing Lloyds of their find, the 

Picardy took the boat to the Dominican Republic and later, to Kingston, Jamaica 

where they left it.  The story is told in the film ‘The Mercy’ starring Colin Firth and 

also in the book ‘The Strange Voyage of Donald Crowhurst’.  Some of Martin’s 

pictures were used in these. 

Martin told various tales of his fascinating travels and at the end of his talk we felt 

we had been taken around the world several times, thankfully without being seasick! 

At our next meeting on 7th May at 7.30 pm in Church House, Julia Grant will be 

talking to us about ‘Keeping Children Safe – at the sharp end’.  As usual all are 

welcome to join us. 

Sylvia Clark  

The Teignmouth Electron 

At our meeting on 2nd May Jean Turner & Co will be 

entertaining us with some bellringing. 

As is usual at our meetings, there will be tea, cakes and a 

raffle for which members are asked to bring an item.  We are 

a very friendly group and we warmly welcome newcomers. 

Pat Furness 

https://www.somersetlive.co.uk/whats-on/film/mercy-who-bridgwaters-donald-crowhurst-1187577


When I wrote this story a few years ago, I was intent on focusing on women in 

the Bible and their particular stories. However, over the last few weeks as I have 

been thinking about the concept of community and deciding how I wanted to 

write my editorial, I heard from an old friend. He told me he had been at a 

service in Peterborough where the Archbishop of Canterbury had preached on 

just this particular word and that he had based his sermon on the book of Ruth. 

This made me look back at it in a totally new light.  Maybe this Old Testament 

book, recommended by the archbishop (!) provides us with a lesson about the 

nature of community. We should be open, inclusive and welcoming. As a church 

this is certainly our aim. Maybe there is a lesson here for our country as well… 

There are just two books in the Bible with women's names, both of them in the 

Old Testament. One is Esther and the other Ruth. However, in the latter, the main 

and dominant character is actually Naomi. The book of Ruth was probably written 

by Samuel and depicts a typical patriarchal environment, but one in which the 

plight of Naomi takes centre stage and drives the narrative forward, bringing 

eventually a resolution that she has both designed and manipulated. 

Commentators have wildly differing opinions about Naomi. Is she an 

embittered old woman who openly blames God for her troubles or is she 

gracious, caring and altruistic in her actions? Is she a receiver of calamity and 

disaster or an agent of challenge and change? A feminist or a woman simply 

stripped of all identity? Here is my take on her story. 

So, that was that. We had to go. We had discussed from one moon to the next but 

although it felt totally wrong, I had eventually agreed to leave Judah, to travel away 

from Bethlehem, the home of my family for time beyond memory. And as we 

covered the miles towards the highlands of Moab, I tried to forget that to Hebrews, 

Moab meant nothingness, a wasteland. I knew that as I walked away from famine 

I was walking into a heathen foreignness. I was creating a distance between myself 

and God. I paused for breath and felt a sinking feeling in my stomach that was 

different from the pains of hunger. I knew with sudden certainty that this was 

wrong. We had stepped out of the will of God, God who had provided food in the 

desert. We were showing that we were short on faith and I felt sure that 



punishment would be laid upon us.  But Elimelech snorted with bitter laughter at 

the mention of Bethlehem, the house of bread. 'Not so anymore,' he said. The 

judges ruled but they did not have power over the weather, they couldn't make 

the rains come, they couldn't find bread to feed our family. What other choice did 

we have? So my fears and disquiet became my own and I tried to focus on Mahlon 

and Chilion, my boys, kicking stones and jostling, skinny legs and loud voices. We 

were doing this for their good I tried to convince myself. 

And so it came to be. Yes, we had good harvests but our fortunes were bad. By the 

time my boys were men and had taken themselves Moabite wives, my man had 

died. I journeyed from wife to widow, too soon, too quickly. And, before my tears 

and wailing had ceased, Mahlon and Chilion had themselves drawn a line and 

stepped from life to death, without even having time to breathe new life into our 

family. Nothing quickened in the bellies of Ruth or Orpah.  I felt orphaned, bereft 

and alone. Who was I now? God, I decided, had turned against me. 

My daughters in law were good girls but their ways and beliefs still felt 

uncomfortable. Moab did not sit well with me and if I was honest it never had. I 

thought back to those worries and uncertainties that had trudged alongside me 

those many years ago, as I came into this land of idolators. I knew what had to 

happen, I had to return to the old soil, not just to a land I could recognise and call 

home but to my God. I talked to Ruth and Orpah and told them of my plans. I said 

we could not live as three widows without any menfolk to lead the way and I advised 

them strongly to return to their own families. There, they could be useful until they 

found husbands again. Orpah quickly agreed and made ready to go but Ruth 

looked me in the eye and hesitated. She wanted not only to stay with me but to 

travel alongside on the road back to Bethlehem. I was shocked that she was 

prepared to go to a land where she would possibly be looked down upon and seem 

'out of place in every way. But I had forgotten that she was young and to the young 

a problem is an adventure not a difficulty. I tried to persuade her against this plan 

but I could not and her sweet loyalty touched my heart. I have carried her words 

with me and worn them like a precious necklace that makes me feel special and 

loved: ' Where you go I will go, where you live I will live. Your people will be my 

people and your God my God. Where you die I will die and there will I be buried.'  

And so we left the desolation of Moab and headed back, with me determined to 



retrieve my past. I needed to cast aside my bitterness but my heart was as hard 

as the ground on which we stumbled.  I didn't know where to place this heaviness 

of blame that I was carrying. Should it be put down at the feet of God or did it 

belong where it now lay, within my own thoughts. Maybe I truly knew at that 

point that I had brought misfortune upon myself. There was actually no one else 

to blame. It was my fault that there was distance between me and God. 

And we arrived back as the barley harvest began. And the people looked up and 

said 'Naomi, can this be Naomi?' No, I thought to myself, this is no longer 

Naomi, whose name means joy. Call me Mara, I am now empty. But of course 

they called me Naomi, as they always had done and I had to answer questions 

about the years past and what had taken place and why I had returned with a 

foreign girl at my side. I had left my homeland full and with plenty, a husband 

by my side, two growing sons and, I had hoped, my God walking with me. I had 

come back filled instead with bitterness. The emptiness of my life gnawed at me 

and I felt alone in my pain despite the kind ministrations of Ruth at my side. 

Ruth though was young and positive, and attractive in a Moabite way, which 

always helps. We lived modestly and took up the widows' rights to glean in the 

fields after the harvest. And so it happened that Ruth came to the attention of 

Boaz. He was impressed by her hard work, her unassuming attitude and her care 

for me. I told her that Boaz was a relative by marriage of my husband's family and 

so was kin. And as for what came next, well yes I did advise her on ways to 

become closer to Boaz, I did tell her where to be and how to present herself. It 

was all for the good, her's clearly, but, well yes, mine also I would have to admit. 

The land rights and ownership sorted out, Ruth's marriage to this godly man Boaz 

could take place. With the honour of Elimelech's family duly considered as befitted 

the situation, things seemed to be once more in their proper place. The sun shone, 

the rains came, the crops ripened and in the fullness of time a child was born to 

Ruth. They named him Obed, and when I held him tightly I felt his heart beat close 

to mine. The circle of life offers a sense of completeness, a feeling that we are 

where we should be. In my old age I was respected and loved and an important 

part of Ruth's household. I didn't know Obed's future of course but God suggested 

to me that here was a lineage that would go onto unimaginable greatness. 

Susan Brice  



 



Since a devastating cyclone made landfall near Beira, the main seaport of 

Mozambique, on the 14th of March, MAF has been continuing disaster 

response work in the country. Winds of up to 106 mph and widespread 

flooding left broken infrastructure and major health problems amongst an 

already poor population.  A sea of floods covered an area of normally dry land 

about 15 miles wide by 80 miles long. 

MAF was able to spring into action quickly because it had already been 

working in Mozambique.  Amongst MAF’s work has been the unusual task of 

assisting in the protection of national wild life rangers in the north of the 

country.  The severity of ivory and horn poachers’ attacks on the wildlife has 

been threatening the lives of the rangers and the livelihoods of the populace, 

as well as bringing animals to the verge of extinction. 

The disaster relief operations began rapidly on the day after the cyclone.  Survey 

flights were the top priority, undertaken using a MAF Caravan aircraft. To assist the 

Mozambique disaster response agency, the hard-hit Buzi River area was covered 

and such flights changed the whole direction of the disaster response. It became 

evident to the government and to the aid agencies that a huge area was affected, 

with many inhabitants at risk. 

Collaborating with a Mercy Air 

helicopter, operated by crews from 

South Africa, food and equipment 

deliveries soon started, alongside 

urgent rescues of stranded people.  

But then the main concern 

changed to preventing waterborne 

diseases, including cholera.  

Because of these serious health problems, medical teams needed to access 

remote rural areas.  Hence to clear and recommission a remote disused airstrip 

near Buzi, MAF pilots and technical staff co-operated with Samaritan’s Purse 

Delivering tents, food kits and emergency packs 

with an MAF Caravan aircraft 

 



(SP), a Christian medical relief organisation.  Recommissioning the disused 

landing field began on 2 April with the arrival of Steve Simson, a MAF pilot who 

speaks Portuguese.  Steve had to negotiate time-saving shortcuts with the 

aviation authorities. The airfield was cleared, tested and approved by officials 

in 5 days - superfast time, when 5 months would normally be good going! SP 

uses mainly ancient but rugged designs of aircraft including DC 3’s and DC 8’s. 

The airstrip was urgently needed 

because SP opened an Emergency 

Field Hospital in only seven days after 

the start of clearing the field. The new 

hospital has an outpatient clinic, 

pharmacy, lab, operating room, and 

in-patient wards, including a 

maternity unit where several CS 

operations have already been done. 

During the first day of operations, 

staff cared for 111 patients suffering with illnesses such as high blood pressure, 

fever, whooping cough, asthma and lacerations from the cyclone. 

When this article began, the presence in Mozambique of the organisation 

Samaritan’s Purse was serendipitous. But of course, we often think of the great 

parable of The Good Samaritan, when contemplating the missions that we 

support. It contains several vital lessons – one that is sometimes overlooked is 

the need to see things through: 

“… he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after 

him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense 

you may have.’ “  Luke 10:35 

Mission Support Group 

For the current work of MAF in Mozambique, go to www.maf-uk.org and enter 

‘Mozambique’ at its internal Search window – there are several interesting 

articles and case studies.  

For Samaritan’s Purse UK, see www.samaritans-purse.org.uk and follow their 

internal links for other related case studies. 

In the Emergency Field Hospital, a Samaritan’s 

Purse nurse explains his medication to a blind man 

http://www.maf-uk.org/
https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/


Some time ago, I wrote an article for the Parish Magazine about Canon Henry 

Blagden and his wife Isabella [born Searight] and their time at Hughenden. 

Canon Henry was Vicar at St Michael and All Angels between 1868 and 1893 

and was, therefore, the Incumbent at the time of Disraeli’s death on the 19th 

April 1881 and the visit by Queen Victoria shortly after the funeral. It was, of 

course, the Searights who 

financed the rebuilding and 

reordering of our Church in 

the 1870s. 

I was both surprised and delighted to receive a telephone call from Lindsay 

Stilwell of Arundel, West Sussex, a great grandson of the Canon and his wife. 

Lindsay is the grandson of the Rev’d James Blagden, one of their sons. As a 

result, I now have a great deal of information about the Blagden family 

including, of course, details of their time at Hughenden and the work carried 

out in the 1870s. All this I will distil into articles in future magazines, when time, 

space and the Editors permit, and all the papers that I have acquired during 

my various researches will be deposited with the Church for future work. 

Just as a taster, I was unaware that Canon Blagden was not Disraeli’s first choice 

as Vicar for Hughenden. At that time, of course, as the records show, Disraeli 

was the Patron of the Living and it was in his gift of appointment. It seems that 

his choice first fell on the Rev’d Reginald Barnes, who lived in Devonshire. It 

seems also that, whilst Disraeli was visiting Mrs Brydges Willyams [as spelled 

in the documents] in Torquay, in Devon, this first choice was introduced to him. 

Whatever persuaded Disraeli to offer the Rev’d Reginald Barnes the living, we 

do not exactly know. It may have been because he was a friend of Mrs Brydges 

Willyams or it may have been because Mr Barnes had two beautiful daughters, 

known on the stage at Violet and Irene Vanbrugh, or for some other, less 

tantalising, reason. However, the Rev’d Reginald Barnes, having first accepted 

the Living and was to be Presented to it on the 14th December 1868, ultimately 

declined the invitation saying that “the highlands of Buckinghamshire would 

The plaque under the Peter window in the nave. 



not suit a delicate man who had long basked in the more genial climate of 

Devonshire.” It was Henry Blagden who was presented. 

Bearing in mind the state of the Church when Canon Blagden and his family 

arrived and the substantial works paid for by the Searights, it is just as well [or 

Divine Providence, as I would advocate] that Mr Barnes did decline. I have the 

details of how Henry Blagden came to meet Disraeli and that is a story in itself. 

Another taster: Canon Blagden was rather older than his wife, by twelve years 

in fact. When Canon Blagden visited the Royal Academy in 1861 aged 29 [he 

was born in 1832], he saw a portrait of Isabella Searight, painted when she was 

aged 15 [the relevant history tactfully suggests that she looked much older] 

and fell in love with the subject. He met her the following year at St Leonards 

and married her on the 6th April 1864 at Christ Church, Lancaster Gate, in 

London. She was 19 years of age and Henry was 31. They had six surviving 

children and spent 25 very happy years at Hughenden. 

So how did Lindsay Stilwell get in contact with me? It seems that the article 

that I wrote in the Parish Magazine went to a wider audience – probably thanks 

to the astonishing knowledge and creativity of Ben Brice, our webmaster. Mr 

Stilwell, who is the same age, approximately, as I am, was doing some 

researches of his own and came across my article. 

As it is said, the rest is history… 

Christopher Tyrer 

 

Hazelnut and Apple Galette 

Many years ago, when I first started cooking in a serious way and attended 

Amersham College for a City and Guild Course, I started to collect the ‘Cordon 

Bleu’ Cookery Course magazines which were produced one a week for 72 

weeks, at the then princely sum of 4/6d a copy (about 21p today).  They were 

full of well presented, easy to follow, mouth-watering recipes and I thoroughly 

enjoyed trying them out.  One particular favourite was the pudding below.  My 

family loved it – I hope you do too. 



Ingredients for the gallette 

3 oz blanched hazelnuts  

3 oz butter  

2 rounded tblsps caster sugar 

4½ oz plain flour 

Pinch of salt 

Ingredients for the filling 

1 lb dessert apples, Cox’s Orange Pippins or similar 

1 tblsp of smooth apricot jam 

Grated rind of 1 lemon 

1 tblsp of finely chopped orange peel (no pith) 

2 tblsps sultanas 

2 tblsps currants 

Icing sugar for dusting 

Whipped cream for decoration plus 8 or 10 extra nuts 

Method 

Toast the hazelnuts in the oven at 350F/180C, Mark 4 for about 7 – 8 minutes when 

they should be slightly browned.  Reserve some nuts for decoration and grind the 

rest in a blender or food processor until they are the consistency of coarse semolina. 

Soften the butter, add the sugar and beat until light and fluffy.  Sift the flour 

and salt into the mixture with the ground nuts.  Chill for at least 30 minutes. 

Meanwhile prepare the filling.  Peel, core and slice the apples.  Put them in a 

saucepan with the apricot jam and grated lemon rind.  Cook over a slow heat until 

soft and then add the orange peel, sultanas and currants.  Simmer for about five 

minutes longer. 

Divide the pastry mixture in two and place each piece on a lightly floured baking 

sheet.  Roll or pat into thin rounds about 9 ins in diameter.  Bake for about 10 mins 

at 375F/190C, gas mark 5.  Be careful not to let them get too brown or they will taste 

scorched.  While they are still warm on the baking sheet, trim the edges with a sharp 

knife and cut one of them into 8 or 10 portions.  Then slide onto a wire rack to cool.  

Cover the uncut round with the apple mixture and place the cut portions on top.  

Dust with icing sugar, pipe cream rosettes on each portion and top with a nut.  

Ann Way 



On the 6th May, the Anniversary of the passing of my husband Peter 

Elliott, Loved Beyond Measure.  Jan and Family 

.If you have special occasions to mark, why don't you dedicate the 

floodlighting? Your dedication can be for anything within reason, 

remembering loved ones, birthdays, anniversaries, weddings, new babies – or 

just for the joy of being alive! 

Lynn Brooks 

 

 

Helen and Richard Peters celebrated their silver wedding anniversary in April 

and were presented with an orchid on behalf of all the Church including those 

at Spring Harvest.  

  

Outlook is published on the 28th of each month, except July and December.  The 

editors for the June edition are Christopher and Jane Tyrer.  Items for inclusion 

should reach the editors by email at mag@hughendenparishchurch.org.uk.  

Handwritten articles should be delivered or posted to Sylvia Clark, 'Failte', Boss 

Lane, Hughenden Valley, HP14 4LQ. 

All contributions to be received by 15th May please. 



Friendship Morning

This is a get together in Church House on the 

third Thursday each month at 10.30 am.  It is 

primarily for those who are bereaved, who live on 

their own and for those who are lonely.  The emphasis is very much on 

companionship and the atmosphere is light and cheerful.  Please contact 

Penny Austin on 01494 529596 if you think this is for you. 

Babies & Toddlers @ St. Michael’s 

Babies and Toddlers @ St. Michael’s meets every 

Thursday in term time from 9.30 - 11.30 am in 

the North Room.   Come  for  chat,  play,  craft 

and refreshments.  Included, every second 

Thursday of the month, will be ‘Tiny Tots’, a time 

of fun worship in Church. For details contact Helen Peters – 

helen.peters@peters-research.com 

House Groups 

A variety of house groups meet throughout the week: for days and times, or 

for further information contact Revd. Keith Johnson, HW 257569. 

Young People's Groups @ St Michael & All Angels 

CYFA (School years 10+) - Alternate Sunday evenings in term time. 

FLASH (School years 7-9)  - Monthly Sunday evening in term time. 

AWESOME AND ACTIVE  

(AAA) (School years 4-6)   

For dates of meetings for all groups and further details contact Rebecca Hawes 

- rebecca@wycombeyfc.org.uk 

- Monthly Sunday teatime in term time. 



Wed 1 1.00 pm Knit & Natter:   Church House 

  8.00 pm Wycombe Arts Festival: Church House - Silent Movie with Live Music 

  7.45 pm Choir Practice:   Church 

Thu 2 9.30 am Toddler Group:   North Room 

  7.30 pm Bell Ringing Practice 

Fri 3 10.00 am RBS Pensioners:   Church House 

  12.00 pm Church Yard Clear up 

  4.00 pm Wedding Rehearsal of Ross Taylor & Joanna Langley-Hunt 

  8.00 pm Harp Recital:   Church House 

Sat 4 12.30 pm Wedding of Ross Taylor & Joanna Langley-Hunt 

Sun 5  3rd Sunday of Easter 

  8.00 am Holy Communion (Said) (BCP) 

  9.00 am Choral Communion with Baptism of Happy Humphries 

  10.45 am All Age Family Service with Baptism of Millie Evans 

  2.00 pm Church House Teas:   Church House 

  6.00 pm Evensong (BCP) (no sermon) 

Mon 6 2.00 pm Church House Teas:   Church House 

Tue 7 7.30 pm Bell Ringing Practice 

  7.30 pm Mother’s Union Meeting:   Church House 

Wed 8 10.00 am Come and meet the vicar!:  Hughenden Village Shop 

  10.30 am Visiting Bell Ringers:  (3hrs) 

  8.00 pm Wycombe Arts Festival: Church House - Elizabeth and Jameson 

  7.45 pm Choir Practice 

Thu 9 All Day Preparation Community Church Day 

  9.30 am Toddler Group:   North Room 

  10.30 am Tiny Tots Service:   Church 

Fri 10 All Day Preparation Community Church Day 

Sat 11  Community Church Day 

  9.30 am  Visiting Bell Ringers (3hrs) 



Sun 12  4th Sunday of Easter 

  8.00 am Holy Communion (Common Worship) 

  9.00 am Matins (Sung) (BCP) 

  10.45 am Family Communion (Common Worship) 

 2.00 pm Church House Teas:   Church House 

  6.00 pm Evensong (BCP) (no sermon)  

Mon 13 10.00 am Come and meet the vicar!:   Bon Ami Café, Naphill 

Tue 14 10.00 am Matthias the Apostle – Holy Communion 

  7.30 pm Bell Ringing Practice 

Wed 15 10.00 am Come and meet the vicar!:  Hughenden Village Shop 

  7.45 pm Choir Practice:   Church 

  8.00 pm Wycombe Arts Festival:   Church House - Excavating Lives: 

An illustrated talk by Quentin Falk 

Thu 16 9.30 am Toddler Group:   North Room 

  7.45 pm Deanery Synod Meeting at Holy Trinity, Hazlemere 

  10.30 am Friendship Meeting:   Church House 

Fri 17 10.30 am Visiting Bell Ringers (3hrs) 

  4.00 pm Wedding Rehearsal of Daniel Philips & Kate Meakings 

Sat 18 1.00 pm Wedding of Daniel Philips & Kate Meakings 

   5th Sunday of Easter 

Sun 19 8.00 am Holy Communion (Said) (Common Worship) 

  9.00 am Sung Communion (Common Worship) 

  10.45 am Service of the Word & Baptisms of Florence Brown & Rupert Bailey 

  2.00 pm Church House Teas:   Church House 

  6.00 pm Evensong (BCP) (no sermon) 

Mon 20 10.00 am Come and meet the vicar!:   Bon Ami Café, Naphill 

Tue 21 7.30 pm Bell Ringing Practice 

Wed 22 10.00 am Come and meet the vicar!:  Hughenden Village Shop 

  7.45 pm Choir Practice:   Church 

  8.00 pm Wycombe Arts Festival:   Church House - King Henry the 

Eight – Vandal or Visionary? 

Thu 23 9.30 am Toddler Group:   North Room 

  3.10 pm Messy Church at Cryers Hill Methodist Church 

  7.30 pm PCC Meeting:   Church House 

Fri 24 12.00 pm Private Booking:   Church House  

  1.00 pm Wedding of Andrew Collard & Rebecca Rowlins 



Sat 25 10.30 am Visiting Bell Ringers (3hrs) 

   6th Sunday of Easter 

Sun 26 8.00 am Holy Communion (Common Worship) 

  9.00 am Matins (Sung) (BCP) 

  10.45 am Family Communion (Common Worship) 

  2.00 pm Church House Teas:   Church House 

  6.00 pm Evensong (BCP) (no sermon) 

Mon 27 2.00 pm Church House Teas:   Church House 

Tue 28 7.30 pm Bell Ringing Practice 

Wed 29 10.00 am Come and meet the vicar!:  Hughenden Village Shop 

  7.45 pm Choir Practice 

  8.00 pm Wycombe Arts Festival:   Church House - GK Chesterton 

– An illustrated talk by Sally Brocklehurst 

Thu 30 7.30 pm Ascension Day – Choral Communion 

 

 

Date Lesson  Readers  

  8:00 am / 6:00 pm 9:00 am 10:45 am 
     

5th Third Sunday of Easter  

 Acts 9: 1-20 Philip Hynard Roger Gee Christopher Tyrer 

 Revelation 5: 11-end Alison Stacey Hazel Lowe  

 John 21: 1-19 Priest Priest Priest 

    Evensong: Psalm 86   

 Isaiah 38: 9-20 Louise Stallwood  

 John 11: 17-44 AJ/LS  

    

12th Fourth Sunday of Easter   

 Acts 9: 36-end Judy Wilson Edie Sadler Ben Sharp 

 Revelation 7: 9-end Lin Smit Ann Moore 

(check which) 

 

 John 10: 22-30 Priest Priest 

 Psalm at 9.00 am: 23    



      Evensong: Psalms 113 & 114  

  Isaiah 63: 7-14 Beryl Doran  

 Luke 24: 36-49 Susan Brice  

     

14th  Matthias the Apostle Acts 1: 15-end 1 Corinth. 4: 1-7 John 15: 9-17 

 10.00 am  Holy Communion Louise Stallwood Arthur Johnson Priest 

     

19th Fifth Sunday of Easter   

 Acts 11: 1-18 Cathryn Carter Sara Badrick Clare Godfrey 

 Revelation 21: 1-6 John Holmes Christopher Tyrer 

 John 13: 31-35 Priest Priest Priest 

    Evensong: Psalm 98   

 Daniel 6: 1-23 AJ/LS  

 Mark 15:46 – 16:8 Emily Bailey  

    

26th Sixth Sunday of Easter  

 Acts 16: 9-15 Arthur Johnson Louise Stallwood Frank Hawkins 

 Revelation 21:10 & 22 – 22:5 Alan Jaycock Susan Brice 

(check which) 

 

 John 14: 23-29 Priest Priest 

 Psalm at 9.00 am: 67   

    Evensong: Psalms 126 & 127  

    Zephaniah 3: 14-end Mike Morgan   

    Matthew 28: 1-10 & 16-end Ben Brice   

     

30th  Ascension Day Daniel 7: 9-14 Acts 1: 1-11 Luke 24: 44-end 

 7.30 pm  Holy Communion Lin Smit Ben Brice Priest 



 VICAR  The Rev'd Keith Johnson 257569 

 ASSOCIATE MINISTER  The Rev’d Helen Peters 716772 

 LICENSED LAY MINISTER  David Tester 563354 

 CHURCHWARDENS  Julia Grant 

 Nicholas Devlin 

565746 

712693 

 PARISH CLERK & VERGER  Arthur Johnson 521471 

 PARISH ADMINISTRATOR  Lynn Brooks 07928 536543 

 CHURCH NOTICES/WEBSITE  Ben Brice 445899 

 PCC VICE CHAIR  Clare Godfrey 563296 

 PCC SECRETARY  Louise Stallwood 712705 

 PCC ASSISTANT SECRETARY  Clare Godfrey 563296 

 PCC TREASURER  Ian Faulkner 451279 

 PCC ASSISTANT TREASURER  Arthur Johnson 521471 

 PLANNED GIVING SECRETARY  Arthur Johnson 521471 

 TASK GROUP LEADERS: COMMUNICATIONS  Jane Tyrer 01844 344650 

PRAYER  Ann Gamon 564009 

YOUTH  The Rev’d Helen Peters 716772 

MISSION  The Rev'd Keith Johnson 257569 

OUTREACH & SOCIAL  Frank Hawkins 565050 

 ALPHA COURSE - ADMINISTRATOR  Frank Hawkins 565050 

 ELECTORAL ROLL OFFICER  Arthur Johnson 521471 

 DEANERY SYNOD REPRESENTATIVES  Arthur Johnson 521471 

 DIOCESAN SYNOD REPRESENTATIVE  Christopher Tyrer 01844 344650 

 ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER  Neil Brice 445899 

 WORSHIP LEADER  Tony Sackville 446035 

 TINY TOTS FUN WORSHIP  The Rev'd Helen Peters 716772 

 AV AND SOUND SYSTEM  Frank Hawkins 565050 

 SERVERS  Andrew Cole 442191 

 MOTHERS' UNION PARISH LINK  Ann McCarthy 712004 

 CAPTAIN OF BELLRINGERS  David Cornwall 714718 

 VALLEY FRIENDS  Heather Mayer 436044 

 CRECHE ROTA  Ester Comunello 07749 672548 

 HUGHENDEN BABY AND TODDLER GROUP  The Rev’d Helen Peters 716772 

 FRIENDSHIP MORNING  Penny Austin 529596 

 CHURCH HOUSE TEAS BOOKINGS  Julia Grant 565746 

 CHURCH COFFEE ROTA  Sylvia Clark 562801 

 CHURCH FLOWERS  Jean Godfrey 522198 

 CHURCH LIBRARY  Elaine Morley 562714 

  Alison Gieler 562473 

 CHURCH HOUSE BOOKINGS  Parish Administrator 07928 536543 

 HUGHENDEN VILLAGE HALL  Christine Powell 07815 163269 

 NAPHILL VILLAGE HALL  Norma Clarke 563116 

 OUTLOOK MAGAZINE EDITORS  Sylvia Clark 

 Christopher & Jane Tyrer 

 Susan Brice 

562801 

01844 344650 

445899 

 MAGAZINE PRINTING  Brian Clark & Team 562801 

 MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION  Andrew Cole 442191 

 SAFEGUARDING OFFICER  Tricia Devlin 712693 



 

Our Mission is 

We shall live out this mission through  

Prayer, Presence, Persuasion and Proclamation by: 

 

 That are steadfastly based on the Bible and prayer. 

 That are based on Jesus’ example. 

 By being ambassadors of Christ to our friends, families, neighbours 

and work and school colleagues. 

 Understanding the communities in which we live and seeking to be 

fully involved in those communities. 

 Building appropriate bridges between our church and our community. 

 Taking every opportunity to share the good news about Jesus Christ. 

 That is appropriate to wherever people are on their spiritual journey. 

 That is based on worship that is honouring to God and accessible and 

relevant to all. 

 That is led by prayer that engages with the will of God and his purposes. 

 

 

Triune Lord, wondrous community of infinite love, 

teach us to contemplate you in the beauty of the universe, 

for all things speak of you. 

Awaken our praise and thankfulness for every being that you have made. 

Give us the grace to feel profoundly joined to everything that is. 


